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GEORGE R. 

GE OT(G E, by the Grace of God, King of Gnat Bri- 
tiun^ trance, and Irtland^ Defender of the Faith, &c. 
To all CO whom thefe Frefents (hall come, Greeting. 
'Whereas Out Trufty and Well beloved Bekkakd Lintot of 
out City of L§Hd§n, Bookfeller, has humbly reprefented un- 
to Us chat he is now printing ft Tranflation of the Iliad of 
floMEK , horn th* GreeKfi in Six Volumes in Folio, by 
Alexander Fope Gent, with large Notes upon each Book : 
And whereas the faid Bernard Lintot has informed Us 
that he has been at a great Expence in carrying on the faid 
Work: and that the lole Kieht and Title of the Copy of 
the faid Work is vcfted in the faid Bernard Lintot : He 
has therefore humbly befought Us to grant him our Royal 
Privilege and Licence for the fole Frincing and Publifhing 
thereof for the Term of fourteen Years. WE being graci- 
oufly pleafed to encourage fo ufeful a Work, are pleaied to 
condiBicend to hisRequeu, and do therefore hereby give and 
grant unto the faid Bernard Lintot Our Royal Licence and 
Privilege for the fole printing and publiffiing the faid Six Vo- 
Inmes of the Iliad of Homer, tranflated by the faid 
Alexander Fope, for and during the Term of fourteen Years, 
to be computed from the Day of the Date hereof, ftriftly 
charging and prohibiting all Our Subjefts within Our King- 
doms and Dominions to reprint or abridge the iamei either 
in the like oi any other Volume or Volumes wbatfoever s or 
to import, buy, vend, utter or diftribute any Copies of the 
fame, or any part thereof reprinted beyond the Seas, within 
the faid Term of fourteen Years, without the Confent and 
Approbation of the faid Bernard Llntot, his Heirs, Exe* 
tutors, and Afligns, by Writing under his or their Hands and 
Seals fiift bad and obtained, as they and every of them of- 
fending herein will anfwer the contrary at their Fciils, and 
fuch other Fenalties as by the Laws and Statutes of this Out 
Kealm may be inflifted : Whereof the Mafter, Watdens and 
Company of Stationers of Our City of Lundvu, Commillio- 
Aers, and other Officers of Our Cufioms, and all other Out 
Oncers and Minifters whom it my concern, are to take 
Notice, that due Obedience be given to Our Fleafure herein 
fignified. Given at Our Court at St. Jamei*% the iixth Daj 
Qt May 17x5. in the £rik Yeat of Out BLeigo. 

ly uU Majefty's Commaad^ 

Jam£S Stanhope* 
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PErhaps it may be neceOary in this place at the- 
opening of SiM»«r'/ Battels, toprcmifc feme 
obrervations upon them in general. I Ihatl 
fiift endeavour to (hew the CondttS of the 
Poet herein, i,a.A aat co]lt& iomt Antiqut- 
He, that-tcnd to a more diflinA underilanding of 
thofe delcriptioiu whtdi make fo large a part of the 
Poem. 

One may very well apply to Btmer hiinrdf, what 
htftys of his Heroes at the end of the fourth book, 
tkat whofoever Ihould be guided thio' his baitels by 
Ukuroa, and pointed to every fcenc of them, would 
fee nothing tbrongh the whole but fuhjedfe of fur- 
Fti» SQdiippliare. When the reidci ic&ftd& x^vi. 
A, 3 t^"* 
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no lefe than the compafs of twelve books is taken np 
m thefe, he will have reafon to wonder by what me- 
thods our author could prevent defcriptions of fuch 
a length from being tedious. It is not enough to 
fay, that tho* the fiAjeft itfelf be the fame, the acti- 
ons are always different ; that we have now diftinft 
combates, now promifcuous fights, now fmgle duels^ 
DOW general engagements : or that the fcenes are 
perpetually vary*d ; we are -now in the fields, now 
at the fortification of the Greeks^ now at the (liips^ 
now at the gates of Tro^j, now at the river Seaman- 
der: Cut^we m^Jl look fart;)icr int;o>tlie art^f the 
poet to.find the ^6afons of tMs aftonirf>ing variety. 

We inay firft^oWerve fh^ diverfitj in tHe ^aths^ 
of his warriors, which he has fupply'd by the vafteft 
fertility of invention. -TJitfe he dillinguiflics fe- 
veral ways : SometinieS By the chara^ers of the 
Men, their age, office, frofeffion, nation, fami" 
ly, 6^. One is a J>laoming youfk^ i^hofe fa^ei dif- 
fucddd hiift ift-cmi tHe ijiiar; ^ne is ^a Pr/^, Vhofc 
pi'ery ctmid nbtfaye^hitn'; -Cnfe i^'zfimiJ'h>a^,'whonr 
Diana taught in vain; one is the native of a far- 
dillant countrey, who is never to return ; one is de- 
fc^nded fitom a ntihle Une^ whidh ends in his dc«tji ;* 
one is made remarkable by his hafting ; anofher fey 
his befeecbmg.\ ajvd iinother who is d^iDguiOi'd bo 
lyay ;eJfe,i fc mark'dbyhisif«iij and the -fitigularBy 
Qi his armour. • :. 

'■: Sometioies he viori^s thcfe deaths by the fcJveral 

f^^rei in which his. H^tocs'arc jreprcfcntcd cither 
ghting or Ming. Some of thefe are fo exceeding- 
ly exa^r, t\\ti One may gufefs from the very pofition 
of the combatant, whereabouts the wound will hght : 
Others fo very peculiar and uncommon , that they 
could only be the effe<ft of an imagination which 
had fearch'd thro' all the ideas of nature. Such is 
thatpidhux.of Mydtn tii tbe fifth bookt.'who^^i ^^^. 

' ' \ being 
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being namb'd by a blow on tlic elbow, drops the 
reins that trail on the ground ; and then being fud- 
denly ftnidc on the temples, falls headlong from the 
chariot in a Toft ainl deep place; where he links up 
to the (boulders in the fands, and continues a while 
fix'd by the weight of his armour, with his legs qui- 
vering in the air, 'till he is trampled down by his 
horfes« 

Another caufe of this variety is the difference of 
^tvmnds that are given in the Iliad: They are by 
no means like the wounds delcribed by moll other 
Poets, which are commonly made in the felf-fame 
obvious places : The heart and head ferve for all 
thofe in general who underAand no anatomy, and 
fometimes for variety they Idll men by wounds that 
are no where mortal but in their poems. As the 
^holc human body is the fubjcdl of thefe, fo nothing 
is more ncceffary. to him who would defcribe them 
well, than a thorough knowledge of its ftrudlure, e- 
yen tho' the poet is not profeffedly to write of them 
K an anatomift ; in the fame manner as^ an exadt {kill 
in anatomy is neceffary to thole Painters tlut would 
excel in drawing the naked, tho' they are not to 
make every mufclc as vifible as in a book of chirur- 
gery. It appears from fo many paflagcs in Homer 
tlut he was pcrfedly maftcr of this fcicnce, that it 
v^'ould be needlefs to cite any in particular. One 
my only obferve, that if we tliroughly examine all 
the wounds he has defcrib*d, tho' fo infinite in num- 
ber, and fo many ways diycrfify'd, we fliall hardly 
find one which will contradidl this obfervation. 

I muft juft add a remark. That the various peri- 
phrai'es and circumlocutions by which Homer ex pref- 
ix's the fingle ad of dyingy have fupply'd Virgil and 
the fuccecding Poets with all their manner ofphra- 
fmg it. Indeed he repeats the fame vcrfe on that oc- 
cafion more often than they. < ■■■t 3 wrc^ Sm-* 

. . A 4 wtiX\i-^% 
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tho' it muft be owned he had more frequent occafi- 
ons for a line of this kind than any Poet, as no other 
has defcrib'd half fo many deaths, yet one cannot 
afcribe this to any fterihty of exprcflion, but to the 
genius of his times, that delighted in thofe reiterated 
ircrfes. We find repetitions of the fame fort affedled 
by the facred writers, fuch as He was gathered to hit 
people I He flept with his fathers^ and the like. And 
upon the whole they have a certain antiquated har- 
mony, not unlike the burthen of a fong, which the 
car is willing to fufFer, and as it were rcfts upon. 

As the perpetual horror of combates, and a fuc- 
ceffion of images of death, could not but keep the i- 
magination very much on the llretch; Homer hai 
been careful to contrive fuch reliefs and paufes, as 
might divert the mind to fome other fcene, without 
lofing fight of his principal objed. His comparjfono 
are the more frequent on this account; for a compa* 
rifon ferves this end the moft effedually of anything, 
as it is at once correfpond<ent to, and differing from 
the fubjeA Thofe criticks who fanfy that the ufe 
of comparifons diftra6ls the attention, and draws it 
ftom the firft image which ihould moft employ it (as 
that we lofe the idea of the battel itfelf, while we arc 
led by a fijnile to that ot a deluge or zftorm :) Thofe, 
I fay, may as well imagine we lofe the thought of 
the i\m, when we fee his reflexion in the water; 
where he appears more diftindly, and is contempla- 
ted more at eafe, than if we gaz'd diredly at h\s 
beams. For it is with the eye of the imagination as 
it is with our corporeal eye, it muft fometimes be 
taken off from the objedl in order to fee it the bet- 
ter. The fame criticks that are difpleaied to have, 
their fancy diftraded (^as they call it) are yet fo in- 
confiftent with thcmfelves as to objcA to Homer that 
his iimiles arc too much alike, and are too often de- 
rived 
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rircd from the fitmc animal. But isit not more reafona- 
ble (according, to their own notion) to compare the 
iame man always to the fame animal, .than to fee. 
him ibmetimes a fun, fometimes a tree, and fome-. 
times a river? Tho* -Wwwrr fpeaks of the fame crca-. 
tore, he fo diverfifies the circumftances and accidents, 
of the comparifons, that they always appear quite 
diflferent And to fay truth, it is not fo much the a- 
nimal or the thing, as the adion or pollure pf them,^ 
that employs our imagination : Two different ani- 
mals in the fame adion are more like to each other^^ 
than one. and the fame animal is to himfelf in two 
difierentadions. And thofe who in xtz^ug Homer » 
are (hock'd that 'tis always a lion, may as weU be an*. 
gry that 'tis ^ways a man. . 

What may feem more exceptionable. is his infert- 
ing the fame cpmparifons iathe fame words atlength: 
upon different occafions, bytwhichinanagementhe. 
makes one iingle image afford, many, ornaments toc 
feveral parts of the Poem. . But may<not.one fay^ 
H»mir is in this like a fkilful improver, who places a 
beautiful ftatue in a well-difpofed gardien ib as to an- 
fwer feveral viilas, and by that artifice one Single fi-/ 
gore feems multiply'd into as manyobjedb as.there 
are openings from^ whence it may be view*d ? : 

What farther relieves and foftens.thefc^defcriptions > 
of battels, is the Poet's wonderful art. of introducing » 
m»ny pathetick circumilances aboutthe deaths of the ». 
Heroes, which raife.a different. movement in the 
mind fi;oin what thofe images* naturally infpire,, I.. 
mean compainQn. and pity; when he caufes us to * 
look back upon the loH riches, pofleffions, and hopes •, 
of thofe who die: When hetranfports us to their ^ 
motive countries and paternal feats, to fee the grieft 
of their. aged fathers, the .deipair and tears of their, 
ividows, or the abandon'd conditioijn of their orphans, 
^htts yihtQ.,Pr9$Mam bS^i we .arc madetoreflea. 

As ^>^- 
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on the lofty Palaces he left half finifh'd ; when the 
fons of PhdMps are kiUed, we behold the mortifying 
diilrefs of their wealthy father, who faw his eftate 
divided before his eyes, and taken in truft for Gran- 
gers. When Axylus dies, we are taught to corapaf* 
£onjfcte the hard fate of that generous and hofpitable 
i^an, whofe houfe was the houfe of all men, and 
.who deferv'd that glorious dogj of Tht friend of hu- 
MMn-kind^ 

It is worth taking notice too, what ufc Homtr eve- 
ry where makes of each little accident or circumr 
Itance that Can naturally happen in a battel, thereby 
to cait a variety over his adtion ; as well as of every 
tarR of mind or emotion a Hero can pofTibly fee]» 
fuch as refentment, revenge, concern, confufion, ctt^ 
The former of thefe makes his workrefemble a large 
luftory-piece, where even the leafl: important figures 
and adtions have yet fome convenient place or cor- 
ner to be fiiewn in ; and the lattor gives it all the ad- 
Tantages of tragedy, in thofe various turns of paffion 
that animate the fpeeches of his Heroes, and render 
his whole Poem the moft Dramatick of any Epick 
.whatfocver. 

It mtkft alfo be ob&rv*d that the conflant machinei 
©f the Gods conduce very greatly to vary thefe long 
battels, by a continual change of the fccne from 
earth to heaven. lUmer perceiv'd them too nece/Ta- 
ry for 'this purpofe to abllain from the ufe of them» 
even after Jufittr had enjoin'd the Deities not to ad: 
on either fide. It i% remarkable how many methods 
he has found to draw them into every book; where 
iTthey dare Bot affift the warriors^ atlcaft they are 
very helpful to the poet. 

^ But there is nothing that more contributes to the 
▼i^riety, furprizc, andE^/iif.of Homers battels, oris 
miore' perfectly. admitakte ill itfelf, than that.artfiii 
maniitr -of taking :ftiQailise,, or (as^ oae may fary) ga-- 
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SH his Heroes by each other, and thereby clevatiog 
the charadler of one perfon, by the oppofition of it 
to that of fome other whom he is made to excell. So 
that he many times defcribes one, only to image ano* 
ther» and raifes one only to raife another. I cannot 
better exemplify this remark, than by giving an in* 
fttnce in the charader of Uiomed that lies before me. 
Let us obferve by what a fcale of oppofitions he ele* 
fates this Hero, in the fifth book, firft to excell all 
human valour, and after to rival the Gods them- 
felves. He difUnguKbes him firft from the Grtciam 
Captains in geneial, each of whom he reprefentf 
conquering a fingle Trojan^ while Dimmed conftantly 
encounters two at once; and while they are engag*d 
each in his diftind poft, he only is drawn fighting in 
every quarter, and flaughtering on every fide. Next 
he oppofes iiim to Pandams, next to JEneas, and then 
to Hgff^r. So of the Gods, he (hews him firft againft 
VtnM^f then A folio ^ then Mars ^ and laftly in the 
eighth book againft JupherhimicU in the midft of his 
thunders^ The fame condudt is obfervable more or 
IcJs in r^ard to every perfonage of his work. 

This fubordination of the Heroes is one of the 
aofes that inake each of his battels rife above the o- 
ther in greatnefs, terror, and importance, to the end 
of the Poem. U Diormdhis performed all thefe won- 
ders in the firft combates, it is but to raife HeSlor^ at 
whofe appearance he begins to fiear. If in the next 
battels Heiior triumphs not only oyer Dhwid, but o- 
ver Ajax and Patroclus^ fets fire to the fleet, wins 
the armour of Achllksy and fingly edipfes all the He- 
roes ; in the midft of all his gloiy, AchiUes appears, 
HeStor fiies, and is ilain. 

The manner in which his Gods are made to aft, 
Ko lefs advances the gradation we are fpeaking of. 
In the firft battels they are fcen only in fhort and le- 
paratc excurfions ; Viim affiftt- Bsrisy Mimrva Dm- 

A 6 med^ 
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medy or Mars He^w. In the next- a clear flage is left 
for Juffter, to difplay: his omnipotence, and turn the 
fate of armies alone. In the laft, all the powers of 
heaven are engaged and banded into regular parties, 
Gods encountring Gods, !}ove encouraging them with 
his thunders » Ntftune raifing his tempel^s, heaven 
flaming, earth trembling, and Pliuo himfelf ftarting 
from the throne of hell. 

II. I am now to take notice of fome cuftoms of 
antiquity relating to the arms and art mlitary of thofe 
times, which are proper to be known, in order to 
form a right notion of our Author's defcriptions of 
war. 

That HiE?x0fr copied the manners and cuftoms of the 
age he writ of, rather than of that he lived in, has 
been obferved in fome inftances. As that he no where 
seprefents cavalry or trumfets to have been ufed in the 
Trojan wars, tho' they apparently were in his own 
time. It is not therefore impoffible but there may be 
found in his works- fome deficiencies in the art of 
war, whidi are not to be imputed to his ignorance^ 
but to his judgment. 

Borfes had not been brought into Greece long before 
the fiege of Troy. They were originally Eallem ani- 
malS) and if we find at that very period fo great a 
number of them reckoned .up in the wars of the if^ 
raelitesy it is the kfs a wonder, confidering they came 
from jijia. The praAice of riding them was fo little 
known in Greejce a few years before, that they look'd 
upon the Centaurs ifho firfl ufed it, as monfters com- 
pounded of men and horfes. Neftor in the ftrft Iliad 
6ys he had fcen thcfc Centaurs in his youth, zndPoly- 
foetes in the fecond is faid to have been bom on the 
day that his father expelled them from Pelion to the 
defarts of JEthica. They had no other ufe of horfes 
than to draw their cbaripts iabattd, fo that when- 
ever 
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e?er Hfitmr fpeaks of fighting from an Uorfi, taming nn 
htpfiy or the like, it is conttantly to be underftood of 
^ing from a chariot, or taming horfes to that fer^ 
Tice. This (as we have faid) was a piece of Deco-^ 
nun in the Poet ; for in his own time they were ar-^ 
nved to fach a perfedion in horfemanfliip, that in the 
fifteenth lluid^ f.Sii. we ha^e a )S»ii/# taken f rom^ 
an extraordinary feat of adivity, where one man 
manages four horfes at once, and leaps^ from the back' 
•f one to another at full fpeed. 

If we confider in what high efteem among warriorr 
thefe noble animals muft have been at their firflcom* 
ing into Greect^ we (hall the lefs wonder ^af the fre- 
quent occafions H9»Mr has taken to dcfcribe and cele- 
brate them. It is not fo ftrangc to find them fet al- 
aoft upon a level • with men^ at the time when a 
Iwfi in the priies was of equal value with a cMpttvo. 

The chdriots were in all probability very low. For 
we frequently find- in the llMy that a pcrfon who 
ftands ered on a chariot is killed (and fometimes by^ 
aftroke on the head) by a foot-foldier with a fword. 
This may farther appear from the cafe and readincfs 
with which they alight or mowit on every occafion, 
to facilitate which, the chariots were made open be-' 
hind. That the wheels were but fmall, mayhe guefs'd 
from a cuftom they had of uking them off andfetting* 
them on, as they were laid by, or made ufe of, He^ 
in the filth book puts on the wheels of Juno's cha-r 
hot, Ydiea fiie calls for it in hade : And it feems to 
he with aUufion to the fame praAice that it is faid 
in ExodoHSf chap. 14. The Lord took off their chariot 
ivheeU, fo that they drove them heavUj, The fides 
Were alfo low ; for whoever is* killed in^ his cha- 
riot throughout the poem, conftantly falls to the 
ground,, as having nothing to fupport him. That 
Sie whole machine was very fmall and light, is evi* 
dent from a pai&ige in:the tenth Jlkd, where Dhmed 



14 jfn Essay en HomerV BatttJs, 

debates whether he (hall draw the chariot of tihefus out 
of the way, or carry it on his (boulder to a place of fafe* 
ty . All the particulars agree with the reprefentations of 
the diariots on the moft ancient Gr^^l; Coins; where 
the top of them reach not fo high as the backs of the 
horfes, the wheds are yet lower, and the heroes who 
fiand in them are feen from the knee upwards* '^ This 
may ferve to (hew thofe Criticks are imder a miAake^ 
who blame Homer for making his warriours fometimes 
retire behind their chariots, a$ if it were apiece of 
cowardice : which was as little dilgraceful then, as it 
is now to alight from one*s horfe in a ba^el, on. any 
neceflary emergency. 

There were generally two perfons in each chariot, 
one of whom was wholly employed in guiding the 
horfes. They ufed indifferently two, three, or four 
herfes : From hence it happens, that fometimes when 
a horfe is killed, the hero continues the fight with the 
two or more that remain ; and at other times a war- 
ifior retreats upon the loiis of one; not that hehaslefs 
courage than the other, but that he has fewer horfes. 

Thtix fwprds were aU broad cutting fwords, for we 
find they never ftab but with their fpcars. The fpears 
,were ufed two ways, either to pu(h with^ or to call 
from them, l^e the miffive javelins. It feems fur- 
prizing, that a man (hould throw, a dart or fpear with 
iuch force, asto peirce thro* both fides of the armour 
and the body (as is often defcribed in if(?i;?er.^ For 
if the ilrength of the men was gigantick, the armour 
muft have been ftrong in proportion. Some folution 
might be given for this, if we. imagined the armour 
was generally brais, and. the weapons pointed with 
iron; and if we could fanfy that Homer call'd the 
^ears and fwords ha^en, in the fame mannsrthathe 
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calls the reinfl of a bridle iv^, only from the orna- 
meots about them. But there are parages where the 
poiat of the fpear is exprelQy faid to be of brais, as in. 
the defcription of that of Hi£lor in lUdd 6. PdM/a-^ 
M», Lmetnicist takes it for granted, that the arms, 
as wdl offenfive as defenfive » were brais. He ftys 
the fpear oi Achilles was kept in \^ time in the tem- 
ple oiMimruM^ the top and point of which were of 
brafs; and the fword of Mfptents, in that of JEfcttU-- 
/(w among the Nktfmdians, was entirely of the lame 
metal. But be it as it will, there ^re examples evea 
at this day of fuch a prodigious force in calling darts» 
as almoft exceeds credibility. The TuyMs and jirah 
will pierce thro' thick planks with darts of harden'd 
wood; which can only be attributed to their being 
bred (as the ancients were) to that exercife, and to 
the flreng^ and agility acquir'd by a conftant pradice 
of it. 

We may afcribe to the fame caufe their power of 
cafting7f»My of a vaft weight, which appears a com- 
mon pradice in thefe battels. Thofe are in a great 
error, who inugine this to be only a fi<f^itious embel- 
liftmcnt of the lS)et> which was one of the exercifes of 
war amojig the ancient Gretks and Oripitals,* St, Jirome 
tdls us, it was an old cuftom in PaUfimey and in ufe 
in his own time, to have round itones of a great 
weight kept in the cailles and villages, for the youth 
to try their ftrength with. And the cdlom is yet ex- 
tant in fome parts of Scotland, where fiones for the 



^ Mos eft in orbibus Falzflinar, & nfqne hodie pei oninem 
Jpdxam vetus conroetudo feivacux, ut in viculis, oppidis, dc 
c-ifidlis rotundi ponancur lapides giaviDSmi pondeiis, adauo» 
fuvenes excxccie fe folenc, fie eos pro vaiietate virium fuole- 
vate, ftlii ad. genua, alii ad wnbiiicum, alii ad humcros, ad 
caput, noiMiulli fuper verticem, leitii juoftifque manibus^ 
mauiictvUACm vixitnn dcmoAfUantes, pondtts atioiiunt. 
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fame puFpofe are laid at the gates of great houfes^ 
which they czXl fttttif^Jhms, 

Another confideration which will account for many 
tilings that may feem uncouth in Hofmr^ is the re* 
flexion that before the ufe of /r« urms there was in« 
finitely more fcope for pgrfimU valour than in the 
modern battels. Now whenfoever the perfonalftrength^ 
of the combatants happen'd to be unequal, the de* 
dining a Angle combate could not be fodiflionourable 
as it is in- this age» when the arms we make ufe of. 
put all men on a le?d. For a foldier of far inferior 
firength may manage a rapier or fire-arms fo expertly^, 
as to be an overmatch for his adverfary. This may 
appear a fuffident excufe for what in the modern con- 
ftru^on might feem cowardice in Homer* s heroes, 
when they avoid engaging with others, whofe bodily 
ftrength exceeds their own. The maxims of valor in 
all times were founded upon reafon, and the cowar- 
dice ought rather in this cafe to be imputed to him 
who braves-his inf^rion tTiere-was alfo moxt Ui^ 
furoAn ^thmr battels before the knowledge of fire-arms ; 
and this in a good degree accounts for thofe^tfr4»^p 
bis heroes make to each other in the time of combate. 

There was another pra^cefrequently ufed by thefe 
andent warriors, which was to deipoilan enemy of his 
arms after they had flain him; and this cuilom we 
fee them frequently purfuing with fuch eagernefs, as 
if they look'd on their vidory not complete 'till this 
point was gain'd. Some modem Criticks have accu^- 
fed them of avarice on account of this pradice, which 
might probably arife from the great value and fcarce- 
nefs of armor in that early time and infancy of war. 
It afterwards became a point of honour,' like gaining 
a ilandard from the enemy. M9fes and David fiptik. 
of the pleafure of obtaining many fpoils. They pre- 
ferv'd them as monuments of vidory, and even reli- 
giojx at laft became iutercftediiercinr when thofe fpoili. 

were 
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were confecrated in the temples of the tutelar Deities 
of the conqueror. 

The reader may eaiily fee, I fet down thefe heads 
joft as they occur to my memory, and only as hints 
ta fardier obfervations ; which any one who is con- 
▼er&nt in H9m9r can not fafl to make, if he will but 
Uiink a little in the fame track. 

It is no p^rt of my deiign to enquire what progrefi 
bad been n^de in the Art of war at this early period : 
The bare perufal of the Eiad will beft inform us of it, 
Bm what I think tends more immediately to the bet- 
ter comprehenfion of thefe defcriptions, is to give a 
fliort view of the fcene of war, the fituathn of rr#y, 
anddiofe places -wYiich Homer mentions, with the pro- 
per jfiri^ of each battel: Putting together, for this 
parpofe, thofe paifages in my Author that give anf 
light to this matter. 

The ancient city of Tr^^ flood at a greater diftance 
from the fea, than thofe ruins which have fince been 
ftewn for it. This may begathcr'd from llUd 5. f. 
(of the original) 791. where it is* faid, that the Tro^- 
jhu never durft falJy out of the walls of their town,; 
'till the retirement oi Achilles*, but afterwards com* 
bated tYit Grecians at their very (hips, /lryrtfw/^e c'ny^ 
For had l>oy flood (as Strabo obferves) fo nigh the 
{M-Jhore , it had been madnefs in the Greeks not to 
have built any fortification before their fleet tiU the 
tenth year of the fiege, when the enemy wasfo near 
them : And on the other hand, ithad been cowardice 
in the Trojans not to have attempted any thing all that • 
time, againft an army that lay unfonify'd.and unih- 
trench'd. . Befides, the intermediate fpace had been, 
too fmall to afford a field for fo many various adven- 
tures and a<ftions of war. The places about Tr^y par-- 
ticularly mentioned by Homer lie in this order. 

I. The Sedan gate: Thisopen'd to the field of bat- 
tel, and was that thro* which the Trejims made theii^- 
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cxcurfions. Qofe to this Hood the beech-ttee facred to 
Jupitefy which Homer generally mentions with it. , 
z. The hill of wUdfig-tnes. It join'd to the walls 
of Troy on one lide, and extended to the high-way 
on the other. The firft appears from yrhzt Andro- 
mache fays in iHad 6. ir, 432. that the walls wert'm 
ttanger of being fcaled from this hill ; and the lad from; 

IL IZ. if, 145, CT'C . 

. J. The two firings of Scamander. Thefe were a 
little higher on tlie fame high-way. (ibid.^ 

4. Callicolone, the name of a pleaTant hill, that lay^ 
near the river Slmoh^ on the other iide of the townt 
A, zo. >^ S3* 

K. Bateia^ or the f(^pulchre of Myrinne, flood a. 
little before the city in the plain. Jl. i, f. ^18. ifth$ 
Catal. 

6, Tht Monument of llus : Near then)iddle of the. 
plain. iL ii. ir. 166. 

7. The tomb oiJEfyetes^ commanded the profpecS: 
ot the .fleet, and that part of the fea-coaft- ll..z,i.\ 
J^Ql, of the catalogue. 

• It fcems, by the 465^^ verfe of the fccond Iliad, 
that the Gre^/4» army was drawn up under the feveral 
leaders by the banks oi Scamander on that fide toward 
the (hips : In the mean time that of Troy, and the 
tjaxiliaries, was rang'd in order ztMyrinne^s rcpulcluc. 
4W. 3^. 3'zo. of the cataL The place of the /r/? banely 
yhcxc Diomed performs his exploits^ was near tlic 
joining oiSimois and Scamander-, for ^uno and PalUit 
coming to him, alight at the confluence of thofe ri- 
vers, ll, t^.f, 776. and that the Greeks had not yet pall: 
the ftream, butfought on that lide next the fleet, ap- 
pears from ^. 791 . of the fame book, where Juno f-iys 
/Atf Trojans now brave them at their very fl)ips. But 111 
the beginninc of the fixth book, the place of battel is 
fpecify*d tp be between tlie rivers oiSimois and sca- 
mander ; 
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mtmder; fo that the Greeks, (tho' Homer does not par- 
ticularize when, or in what manner) had then crofs'd 
the ftream toward Troy. 

The engagement in the eighth book is evidently 
dofe to the Grecian fortification on the (hore. That 
Right He^or lay at llus*s tomb in the field, as Dolon 
tells OS Uh. lo. }^. 415. And in the eleventh book 
the battel is chiefly about //«/s tomb. 

In the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth, about 
the fortifiation of the Greeks, and in the fifteenth at 
thcjhifs. 

In the fixteenth, the Trojans being repulfed by Pa-* 
troclusj they engage between the fleet, the river, and 
tilt Grecian wall: See ;^. 396, Patroclus ^i]l advan- 
cing, they fight at the gates of Troy, f. 700. In the 
feventeenth, the fight about the body of Patroclns is 
under the Trojan wall, }^. 403. His body being car- 
ry'd oflT, He^or and Mr^eas purfue the GreeksXo the for- 
tification, f. 760. And in the eighteenth, upon A- 
thUUs's appearing, they retire and encamp without 
the fortification. 

In the twentieth, the fight is ftill on that fide next 
the fea ; for the Trojans being purfued by Achilles, pafs 
over the Scamander as they run toward Troy: See 
the beginning of book 11. The following battels are 
either in the river itfelf, or between that and the 
city, under whofe walls HeSlor is kiird in the twenty 
fecond book, which puts an end to the battels of tlie 

Iliad. 
N. B. Theverfes above are cited according to the num^ 
ber tf lines in the Greek, 
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The A<as of 'D'tmed. 

DIomed, ajftfitd ^ Pallas, performs wonders m 
this da^'s battel, Pandarus wounds him with 
An arrow , hut the Goddefs cures him 9 enables him 
to difcern Gods from mortals y and prohibits him from con- 
tgndirn with any cfjthefirmeKy excepting Venus, ^.neas 
joins Pandarus to oppofe him, Pandarus is killed, and 
i^neas in great danger but for the ajjiftance of Venus ; 
who, asjhe is removing her fin from the fight, is woundeA 
on the hand by Diomed. Apollo feconds her in his 
refcue, and at Ungth carries off ^neas to Troy, where 
he is h§al'd in the temple of Fergzmus, Mars rallies the 
Ttojans, and ajfifts He^or to make a ftand. In the 
mean time -^ne«9 itreftord to- the field, and they over" 
throw fever al of the Greeks ; among the reft Tlepole- 
mus is flain by Sarpedon. Juno and Minerva defcend 
to refill Mars ; the latter incites Diomed to go againfi 
that God^ he wound;: him% and fer^s him groaning to 
heaven* » 

Thefirft battel continues thro this book. The fcene u 
the fame as in the former. 
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ASL UT ^iiito now ry(/jii<j' foul infpirM, 
^wjt- Fills With her force, and warms with all her 
bkJ^' ' AboTC the Cmki his deathlefi fame to raifc, 
fjjUam'iTi her dero w;th diftinguifli'd praire. 
*>.'^ Hihg 

>. I. at» T«ll«i >nii, Sec] At in every ivA hiftoiy pifiure 
teeii one pi'iicipilfi»[c,to which all ihercftieferindaie 
jlrliiiiitiil } fo ID each Eiltel of the Ihii iheie ii one piineU 
■'(mpiti'thit m»y pTopeily be call'd the Hcio of ihtl day 
Mdttcm* This conduft picTciTes ihe uniiy of the piece, anA 
■ferthc iniaBinuiaii fiom being diftcaAed and coafiircd 
wt m wild nnmbet of independent lignieii whieh have no 
JM(tfBMio> to eaeh othci. To make thii piobable, Htmtr 
■l^atcs there eimatdinarr meaWs of eoiuage lo be ihe 
*- '■-'^ pSt of tfacGoic wbo befiow then romeiimei 
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5'HlgIi on his helm celeflial lightnings play, 
His beamy fiiield emits a living ray; 



Th'un^ 



upon one, fometrmes npon another, as they think fie to mak€ 
them the infinunents of their defigns \ an opinion confomui' 
ble to trae theology. Whoevei reflets upon this, will noi 
blame our Author for repreljuiting the fame heroes brave aC 
one time, and difpirited at another j juft as the Gods alfift* 
or abandon*d them, on difiFerent occafions. 

s^. X. Tydides.] That we may enter into the fpixit and 
beauty of Ais book, it will be propei to fettle tbe tine cAuc- 
rA^et of Ditmedy who is the hero of it. sA^hilUs fs no fboncK 
letii'd, but H»mtr lai fes his other Greeh to fupply his abfCDCe; 
like ftars that (hine each in his due revolution, till the pria- 
cipal hero rifes agaii), and eclipfes all others. As Dinned ii 
the fiift in this office, he feems to have more of the charaftei 
of *ji€hi*ks than anyjjefidcs He has naturally-an excefa of 
boidneft , and too ipuch fury in his temper, forward and in* 
trefiid in the other.^ and running After Gods or men promiP' 
€boufly as they o#er fhemfelves- But wh^ differences -bil 
chara&er is, that he is foon reclaimed ^y advice, hears thole 
that are more experienced, and in a word obeys Minerva in 
all things.- ile is aflifted by the patronefs of wifdom and 
arms, as he is eminent both -for prudent e and valor. That 
.which charaderizes his prudeoce, is a quick fagacitv and pre* 
fenceof mind in aill emergencies, and an undifturbMxeadineft 
'^ in-the very article of danger. And what is particular in hit 
'valor, is agreeable to thefe qualities ; his aftions being alwayv 
performed with remarkable dexterity, a^ivity, and dtfpatch. 
As the gentle and manageable turn of his mmd fccms drawli 
with an oppofition to the boiftcrous temper of .^thtllfs, fohit 
bodily excellencies feeni dcfign'd as in contrafte to thofe of 
.^jdx, who appears with great ftrengtb, but heavy and un- 
weildy. As he is forward to ad in the field, fo he is readv to 
(peak in the council: But 'tis obfervablc that his counfelsftitt 
incline to war, and ate byafsM rather on the fide of bravery 
than caution. Thus he advifes to rejedl the propofals of tht 
TrejAiu in the feventh book, and not to accept of Helen herfelf» 
tho' Parii fliould offer her. In the ninth he oppofes s^iamem' 
n»n*a propofition to return to Greece^ in fo firong a manner* 
as to declare he will ftay and continue the fiege himfcif, if 
the Geaexal ihould depaic. And thus be hears without con- 

6 c:ca 
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Th'unwcary'd blaze inceiTant dreams fupplics. 

Like the red liar that fires th' autumnal {kies> 

When 

ttULotihiUei^s refuial of a reconciliationt and doubts not to 
beible CO carry on the war without him. As for bis private 
tliaiafter, he appears a gallant lover of ho(pitality in nis be- 
kviont CO GUMcm in the fixth book 5 a lover of wuHom ia his 
•fiftance of N*/i»r in the eighth, and his choice of Vlyjfes t^ 
ucompany him in the tenths upon the wh<^e» an opea fin- 
Ok firiena, and a generous enemy^ 

The wonderful anions he performs in this battel, ieem to 

be the tS^dt of a noble refentment at the reproach he had re- 

Rn'd from ^gamtmnm in the foregoing book, to which thefe 

teds axe the anfwer. He becomes immediately the fecond 

to» of Greece, and dreaded equally with ^chilUs by the Tr»' 

jms. AC che firft fight of him his enemies make a que(lion» 

whether he is a msin or a God } ty£neaj and Pandams go a- 

Miinft him* whofe approach terrifies Stimulus^ and the appre- 

Beidion of (b great a warrior marvellouilv exalts the intrepL- 

ditv of Diemea, t/£nnk$ himfelf is not favM but by the inter- 

poling of a Deity : He puifues and wounds that Deity, and 

•^«i again efcapes only by the help of a Aronger power» 

UftU§^ He attempts xAfllo coo, retreats not till the God 

threatens him in his own voice, and even then retreats but a 

few fteps. When he (ees He&or and Mars hinlllelf in open arms 

-igainft him, he had not cetir'd tho' ke was wounded, but ia 

obedience to MintrvA^ and then retires with his face toward 

tbem. But as foon as (lie permits him to engage with that 

Hod, he conquers, and fends him groaning to heaven. Whac 

Invention and what co&dud appears in this whole epifode I 

What boldncfs in raifing achaiadei to fuch a pitch, and what 

lodgment in raifing it by fuch degrees ; While t!ic moft daring 

flights oif poetry are employed to move our admiration, and 

u the fame time the jufteft and clofeft allegory, to reconcile 

thoie flights to moral truth and probability \ It may be far- 

ihec remarked, that the high degree to which Homer elevates 

this charafter, enters into the principal defign of his whole 

^pocms which is to (hew, that the greateft perfonal qualities 

tod forces ace of no efiPeft, when union is wanting among 

the rhief mlers, and that nothing can avail till they are re- 

«oncile4 fo *> to ^Qt in concert. 

f* 5- "'iS^ ^ ^" btlm.t€i0p*i I'iht'niKis piay,} This beautiful 

Vol, !!• fi ^^^^^^i: 
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Whea fieih he reats his radiant orb to fighr, 
10 And bath*d in ocean, (hoots a keener hgftk. 

Such 

I • 

pafl*agegave occafion toZoiUts for an infipid piece of laitleryt 
who ask'd how it happen'd that the hero efcap^d burning by 
thelc fires that continually broke from his armour? Eufia- 
thms anfwers, that there are fcveral examoles in hifiory, of 
fixfii b^ing feen robreak forth from human bodies, as prefages 
of grjMtnefs and glory. Among the reft, Plittdrch, in the life 
ofsMexander, defcribcs his helmet much in this manner. This 
is enough to warrant the fiftion, and were there no fuch 
example, the fame author fays very well, that the imagination 
of a Poet is not to be confin'd to ftrid phyHcal truths. But 
all objeftions may eafily be rcmovM, if we confider it as done 
j>y MmervAy who had determined this day to i^iCtDitmed above 
all .the heroes, and caufed this apparition to render him for- 
luidabie. The power of a God makes it not only allowable, 
but highly noble, and greatly imagin'd by Homer j as well as 
^correfpondent to a miracle in holy fcripture, where Mofts is 
defcribed with a glory (hining on his face at his defcent from 
mo\Uit StnAt ; a parallel ^hia^ SpontUnus hus taken notice of. 

Virgil was too feuiible of the beauty of this paffage not to 
imitate it, and itmuft be owned he has furpaiTed his original. 

^rdet dpex cafiti, criflipjHi m vertice fiammd 

Ftindtury & vdft§s umbo vomtt Aureus ignfs, 

Ntn focus ac li(juida fi quando no^i comets 

Sdnguinei iugubre ruheut : Mtt Sirius drdor^ 

Jile fitim morbofque ftrens mortalibus *gris^ 

■Hajcitury ir i^o contri^at lumino calum, JEn.X. j^. 270. 

In Ntmer's companion there-is no other circumftance alluded 
to but that of a remarkable brightuefs : Whereas Virg'Ps com- 
parifoa, betide this, feems to foretel the inunenfe flaughtet 
his hero was to make, by comparing him firft to a comet, 
which is vulgarly imagin'd a prognadick, if not the real caufe 
of niuch mifery to mankind; and again to the dog- ftar, which 
^ppeariog with the greatcftbrightnels in the latter endof fum- 
met, is.ifappofc'd the occafion of all the diftcmpers of that fickly 
feafon. And methinks the objedion of Macrobms to this plaoe 

i aot ju^, ^h^ (hiniu the iimile uarcafonably tpply'd by 

l^iriU 
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Such glories Pallas on the chief beftow'd. 

Such from his arms, the fierce efiulgence flow'd : 

Onward (he drives him, furious to engage. 

Where the fight burns, and where the thickeft rage. 

IJ The fons of Dares firft the combate fought, 
A wealthy prieft , but rich without a fault ; 
In Vulcan s fane tlie father's days were led. 
The fons to toils of glorious battel bred; - 
Thefe finglcd from their troops the fight maintain, 

JoThefc from their deeds, Tydides on the plain. 
Fierce for renown the brother chiefs draw near. 
And firft bold Phegeus caft his founding fpear, 
Which o'er the warrior's (houlder took its courfe. 
And fpent in en>pty air its erring force. 

iyNot fo, Tydides, flew thy lance in rain, 
But pierc'd his bread, and ftretch'd him on the plain, 
Seii'd with pnufual fear, Idaus fled, 
Left the rich chariot, and his brother dead; 

AnJ 

Virgit to €/£nias, bccaufc he was yet on his (hip, and had not 
begun the battel. One may anfwer, that this miraculous ap- 
pearance could never be more proper than at the fi.ft fight of 
the hero, to ftrike terror into the enemy, and to prognofti- 
cate his approaching viftory. 

f, 27. Uaeus fitdy Left me rich charift.} It is finely faid by 
M.D4c:rr, that H<"w«»^ appears perhaps greater -yrh- critic fms 
that iu?e been pad u^oahim, tlian by the praifcs whicu have 
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And had not Vulcan lent celeflial aid, 
30 He too had funk to deadi's eternal (hade; 

But in a fiooaky cloud the God of fire 

Pr eferv'd the fon, i n pity to the fire. 

I The deeds and chariot, to the navy led, 

jEncreas'd the fpoils of gallant Diamtd. 
3f Struck with amaze, and (hame, the Trojtin crew 

Or flain, or fied, the fons of Dares view; 

When by the blood-ftain'd hand Minerva preft 

The Goi of battels, and tibis fpeech addrelL 



been given him. ZoyIhs had a cavil at this place ; he thonghi 
it ridiculous in Id^us to ddcend from his chariot to fly, which 
Jie might have done faftet by the help of his horfes. Three 
things arc faid in anfwer to this : Firfti that Idsus knowing 
the paflion which Ditmtd had for horles, might hope the pjca- 
fure of feizing theie would retard him from purfuing him. 
Next, that Homtr might defign to reprefent in this a6:ion oi 
Iddus the common tStOt of fear, which difturbs the under- 
landing jtoiuch a degree, as to make men abandon the fiirefl 
means to fave themselves. And then, that Iddtus might have 
fome advantage of Diomed in fwifrnefs, which he had reafba 
to confide in. But I fanfy one may add another folution 
which will better account for this pafTage. Homa*% word h 
ATKUi which I believe would be better tranilated n»n ferfeven^ 
Vtfihainnonft$fiinmtd4fenderefratremint*rfeSfHm: and then the 
fcnCe will be clear, that IdMis made an effort to fave his bro- 
•ther's body, whirh proving imprafticabie, he was obliged to 
fly with the jutmoft piecipitation. Oae may add, that his 
^alighting from his chariot was not that he could run failer or 
foot, but that he could fooner elcape by mixing with th< 
crowd of common foldicrs. There is a particular txA€t\y oi 
the fame nature in the book oijndgtt, ch. iv* j^. 15. where 
j^ifera alighu to fly in the fame manoei. 

Stern 
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Stem pow'r of war ! by whom the mighty fall, 
IPWho bathe in blood, and flake the lofty wall ! 
Let the brave. chie& their glorious toib divide; 
And whofe the conquefl, mighty Jcvi decide : 
While we from interdicted fields retire^ 
Nor tempt the wrath of heaven's avenging Sire, 
if Her words allay th' impetuous warrior's heat. 
The God of arms and martial Maid retreat; 
Remov'd from fight,, on Xanthus flow'ry bounds 
They fate, and liften'd to the dying founds. 
Meantime^ the Gr^ekt the Trojan race purfue, 
foAnd ibme bold daeftain ev*ry leader ikw : 



Flrffi 



f, 40. Wh9 Atfte m yu»d,l It miy (ttm fomechlng anna* 
mill, that PmIUu^ at a time when flie is endcRvourine to work 
^n Miurs undex the appearance of benevolence and kindnefs* 
nioald make ufe of terms which feem fo full of bitter re- 
Pioachet } bnt the(e will appeal verypcoperly applied to this 
^like Deity. For perfons of this martial charafter, who 
icoraing equiiY and reafon, carry all things by force, are bet- 
ter pleased to be celebrated for their power than their virtue* 
Statnes are rai8*d to the conquerors, tnat is, the deftroyers of 
nations, who are complemented for excelling in the arcs of 
mine. Dwrnenius the ion of ^ntig»n»s was celebrated by hi& 
Ainerert with the title of P§li§rcttts, a term equivalent to one 
beze made ufe of. 

f» 46. The God •/ Mtms and msrtUl Maid retreat,'} The retreat 
of Uars from the Trejans intimates that courage forfook them : 
k may be faid then> that Minerva's abfence from the Greeks 
will fignify that wifdom deferted them alfo. It istmeflie does 
dtfert them, bnt it is at a time when there was more occafloa^ 
for gallant anions than for wife counfels. Enjiathius. 

t> 4y, Th€ Greeks the Trojan race furfue.} Homtr alwaYt 
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Firft 0S4US falls, and bites the bloody fand. 
His death ennobled by Atriies hand; 
As he to flight his wheeling car addreft, 
The fpecdy jav*lin drove from back to brcaft. 



appears very zealous for the honoar of GrttUy which alone 
might be 41 proof of his being oi chat country, againft the opi- 
nion of thofe who would have him of other nations. 

It is obfervable thro' the whole Iliad, that he eudeavoart 
every where to rcprefent the Grtek} as fuperior to the Tr»;4»i in 
valor and the art of war. In the beginning of the third book- 
he dcfcribes the Trojans ruOiingon to the battel in a barbarous 
and confus*d manner, with loud (bouts and cries, while the 
Greeks advance in the moft profound (ilence andexaft order. 
And in the latter part of the fourth book* where the two ar- 
mies nr.arch to the engagement, the Greeks are animated hy 
PdlidSy while Mars in^tig^tes the Trtjeutt, the Poet attributing by 
this plain allegory to the former a well- conduced valor, to 
the latter rafii ftrength and brutal force: So that the abilities 
of each nation are diftinguifli*d by the chitra^ers o£ the Dei- 
ties who affiilthem. But in this place^ as Eufathim obferves, 
the Poet being willing to (hew how much the Greeks cxcell'd 
theix enemies, when they engag*d only with their proper 
force, and when each fide was alike deftitute of divine amft- 
ance, takes occafion to remove the Gods out of the battel, 
and then each Grecian chief gives fignal inAauces of valor fii- 
perior to the Trojans, 

A modem Critick obferves, that this conAant fuperiority 
of the Greeki in the art of war, valour, and number, is con- 
tradiftory to the main deiign of the poem, which is to make 
the return of >AchUes appear necefTary for the pre(ervation of 
the Greek^s ; but this contradidion vaniihes, when we refleft, 
that the atfiont given ^chilUt was the occadon of JufUer^s io- 
terpofing in favour of the Trejani. . Wherefore the anjger of 
^chitltt was not pernicious to the Greeks purely becaufe it kept 
him inaftive, but beqia(e it occafion'd /^/"V^r to affiift them 
in fuch a manner , as made it neceflary to appeafe ^tbiUu 
m Older to xeadet Jufittr propitious. 



11 



In 
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55*111 dufl the mighty Haliz^nian lay. 

His arms refound, the fpirit wings its way. 

Thy fate was next, O Phsftus doom'd to feel 
The great Idomenens* protended fteel; 
Whom Borus fent (his fon and only joy) 

foFrom fruitful Tarnh to the fields of Tr^y. 
The Cretan jzv'Un reach*d hi^n from afar, 
And pierc'd his ihoulder as he mounts his car; 
Back from the car he tumbles to the ground. 
And everlafting (hades his eyes furroond. 

6; Then dY'dScamandritiSf expert in the chaqpi 
In woods and wilds to wound the fayage race; 
Bmm taught him all her fylvan arts^ 
To bendthe bow and aim unerring darts: 
But vainly here Pia»d*s arts he tries, 

70 The fital knee arrefts him as he flies; 
From MimUm arm the weapon fent. 
Thro' his broad back and heaving bofom went : 

#.tf|. B4ek.fnm tbi td^ hi tiimhUs,^ It is in poetry as la 
Minting, the pofbues and attitudes of each figure ought to be 
diflerent : H^mn takes care not to dtaw two pet fons in the 
fame poftnres one is tumbled from his chariot, anothei is 
iiain as he a(bends it, a thixd as he endeavours to cfcape on 
foot, a coadttft which if CYCjy whexe obfecYcd by the Poet. 

y B 4 Down 
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Down finl« the warrior with a thund'ring found, 
His brazen armor rings againfl the ground. 

T Next artful Phenclui untimely fell ; 
Bold Merion fent him to the realms of helL 
Thy father's flyll, O Phereclus, was thine,. 
The graceful fabrick and the fair defign ; 
For lov*d by PalUts, Pallas did impart 

^o To him the fliipwright^s and the bufldcr's arh 
Beneath his hand the fleet of Paris rofe. 
The fatal caufe of all his country's woes. 
But hp^ tiiQ wyftiick will of hcav n Unknown; 
Nor faw hjs country's peiil^ nor his own. 

if The haplefs artif^j wbilfi^ cpnfiis'd h^ fifed^ 
The fpcar piMsrim miflglftd.witlk^e dead.. 
Thro* his right t«p with iovctixi fury- caft. 
Between the bladder and the bone it paft : 



f. 75. Ntxt srtffU Phetedtts.] This chaxa^^er of Phificluiit. 
finely imtgiocd, And pieff Bts-a noble moral in an nncommon 
manner. There ran a report, that the Trojans had formerly 
leceiv'd an oracle, commanding them to follow husbandry, 
and not apply them(elves to navi|aiion. Homen fioin ho^ce 
takes occauon to feign, that the mipwright who preiiimed to 
build th« fleet of F^ris when he took his fatal voyage to Grmtc§y 
was OTettaken by the. divine vengeance fo long after as in this 
battel. One may take notice too in this» as in many other 
(Itccs, of the remarkable difpofition Ntmir (hews to MuJjm^ 
^witk£\ he ftevet omits an ODportuntty either of delciiblng a 
piece of woikmaslbi^} ox ox celebrating an axtifl, 

PlOttC 
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Prone on his knees he falls with fhiitlefs criesy 
90 And death in lafUng flumber feals his eyes» / 
From Mtgis force the fwift PUma fled, 
'Ant9mr% offspring ftom a foreign bed» 
Whofe gen'rous fpoufe, Theawt heavenly £iir; 
Nurs'd the young firanger with a mother's caro; 

How 

i*9.t. Wbift itn^fUi fit^ft Theano.] Uwmtr in this ttf* 
naikable paiO&ge commendj the fair TIhmm* for breeding up' 
a baftud of net busband^s with the fame tendeinefs as heir 
0wn children. This lady was a woman of the firft quality* 
and ( as it appeals in the fixth IltAd) the high Piiefiefs of 
Mintrvs: So that one cannot imagine the educatron of this 
child was im^oied upon her by the authoiicy ox power of xAtin- 
nar ; Homtr himfelf takes care to remove an^ fuch derogatory 
ootion» by particdatizing the motive of this iinu(iial piece of 
humanity to have been to pleafe her husband> ;t'^f''A4'* ^* 
9%i S, Nor ought wc to leflen this commendation by thinks 
iflg the wives of thofe times in general were more complai* 
fant than thole of our own. The ftoriet of Phmnixj Clyt^jn' 
ntfirn, Medidf and many others, are plain loftances how hi^h* 
ly the keeping, of miftreifes was rcdfented by the>maciied ladies. 
But there was a difference between the Grnks and ^JUtick^ as 
to their notions of marriage : For it is certain the latter al- 
lowed plurality of wives ^ Priam had many lawful ones, and- 
(bine of thena Princeifes who brought great dowries. Theana^ 
V^ an ^j^/uniik^ and that is the moft we can grant ^ for the 
fon Oie nursM fo carefully was apparently not by a wife, but 
\j a noiftreis a- and her paillons were naturally the fame with 
ihole of the OrtcUn women. As to the degree of regard thci^ 
6)Mrn ta the baftards^ they wcure carefuUv enough educa^t^d,, 
iho^ 110% (like this of sAaxen^r) as the lawtul ifllie, nor admit- 
ted ta an equal (hare of Inheritance. MiM*mhti and Sic§fira' 
¥t were eaclud^ d from the inheritance otSp4rta, becanfe they> 
Vfie bpf n of bond-women, as PsHfyttM fays. But Nt»pt»Umm, 
a natural fbn of sAchilUs by DfYdamia, fucceeded in his fathpt's 
Uau^ooh pcshapr with reipeft to. his mother's quality^ who- 

1^ y "«»& 
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pj'How vain thofe cares ! when Atfgw inthc rear 
Full in his nape infix'd the fatal fpear; 
S wift thro' his crackling jaws the weapon glides. 
And the cold tongue and grinning teeth divides* 
Then dy*d Hypfe/ior, gen'rous and divine, 

00 Sprung from the brave Dchph»"s mighty line. 



was a Princefs. Upon the whole, however that matter ftood» 
Htmtr was very favourable to baftards, and has paid them 
more complements than oyie in his worlds. If I am not miftaken, 
Vljjis reckons himfelf one in. the Odyjfeis. ^gumtmnon in the 
eighth lli/ut pla'nly accounts it no difgrace^when charm*d with 
^he noble eiploits of you"g Tmctr, and pr-<)i(ing him in the 
rapture of his heart, he iuft then takes occafipn to mention 
his illegitimacy as a k'nd of panegyrick upon him. The rea- 
der may confult the pafTage, ;i^. Z84 of the original, and ^.331. 
of the ttanflation, Froin all this I fhould not be averfetobe- 
leive. that Htmer him^lf was a baft<ir<i> as t^«r^i7was, of which 
I think this obfervatton a better proof, than wha|: is (aid for it 
in the common lives of him. 

1^. pp. Hypf^nor, ger^r^us and dirine, 

Sprung from the brave Dolopion^j m'ghtj line^ 
VTbe neay d/br^d Scamander made abode ^ 
Prie/f of the /dreamy and honou *d as a God. 
From the number of circumftaaces put together here, and m 
many other pailkgcs, of the parmt^ge, place of abode, pro- 
feflSon, and quality of the perfons our Author mentions; I 
think it is plain he compofed his poem from fome records ot 
traditions ol the anions of the times preceding, and com- 

5 lied with the truth of hiftory. Otherwife thefe particular 
elcriptions of genealogies and other minute circumftances 
would have been an atfed uion extremely needlefs and unrea- 
fbnable This confideration will account for feveral things 
that (eem odd ot tedious, not to add that one may naturally 
believe he took the(e occafions of paying a complement to 
many great iHea awl famUics of his pations> both in Gretct 
an4v/<A^ 

Who 



Book V. HOMER s ILUD. ij 

Who near ador'd Scamander made abode, 

Prieft of the ilream, and honoar'd as a God« 

On him, amidft the flying numbers found, 

Eurypylms inflids a deadly wound ; 

'o;0n his broad (boulder fell the forceful brand. 

Thence glancing downward lopp'd his holy hand. 

Which (lainM with facred blood the bluftiing fand. 

Down funk the. Prieft : the purple hand of death 

Clos'd his dim eye, and fate fupprefs'd his breath. 

HO Thus toil'd the chiefs, in diff'rcnt parts cngag'd. 

In ev'ry quarter fierce Tydides rag*d) 

Amid the Greeky amid the Trojan train, 

Rapt thro* the ranks he thunders o'er the plain. 

Now here, now there, he darts from place to place; 

Hf Pours on the rear, or lightens in their face. 

Thus from high hills the torrents fwift and flrong 

Deluge whole fields, and fweep the trees along, 

Thr(p'. 

f, lot. Down funk^thf Priejl.'i Homer makes him die upon 
the cutting o£F his arm, which is an infiance of his skill ; foe 
the great ftax of blood that muft foUow fuch a wound, would 
he the immediate caa(e of de^ith. 

;^. 1 1 6. Thus from high hiUs the torrents fwift and firong.l Thi» 
whole pafiage (fays Eu/iMhtHs) is extremely beautiful. -It de- 
foibcs the heto.carryM by aa eathufiaftick valor into the 
midft of his enemies, and fo mingled witn their ranks as if 
himfelf were a Tr»j4ut, And the fimile wonderfully illuftrates 
this furj) proceeding fxom anuncommOA iafuiioa of courage 
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Thro' ruin'xi moles the rnlhing wave refounds» 
O'erwhdms the bridge, and borfts the lofty bounds; 

iOThc yellow har veils, of the ripcn'd year. 
And flatted vineyards, one fad wafte appear I 
While j(#vff defcends in fluicy (heets of rain,. 
And all the labours of mankind are vain*^ 
So rag*d Tydides, boundlefs in his ire, 

SllDrove armies back, and made all Troy retire^ 

£'om hearca, in lefembling it not to a conftant tivet, but ft 
toncflc liiing £rom an extiapidinaijr buift of rain. This fimile 
is one of thofc that dxaws along with it fome foreign circum- 
Hances : We muft not often expeft from Mtmtr thofc minute 
xefemblances in every branch of a comparifon, which are the 
pride of modem fimilcs. If that which one may call the main 
aftion of it> or the principal point of likenefs* be preferved i 
he alfe^s, as to the refl, rather to prefcnt the mind with a 
great image, than to fix it down to an exaft one. He is fure 
to make a fine pifture in the whole, without drudging on the 
under parts 3 like thofe free Painters who (one would think) 
bad only made here and there a few very itgnificant ftiokes, 
that give form and fpirit to all the piece. For the prefeat 
comparifon, Virgil in the fecond t/£,n»td has inferted au imira- 
t^ioa of it, which I cannot think equal to this, tho' tS'<4/i[g«r pre-^ 
feis Viriii*% to aU our Author's fiagLilitttdes from rivcis put to- 
gether. 

Ntnfic a^gtri^s rmffii dm fjmmtui amnit 
Bxiir^ ipptfitafiui ivicit gnrgiu TmUt, 
Ftrhtr in arvs.jfkrmt tumiti^t €ainp§f<pti fit 9miiis 
Cuan fnkttUi ^rmtnta trakit* ■ 

Not with fo fictte a rsge, the foamiag flood 
XLoats when he finds his rapid courfc withflood s 
fttais down the dams with itnrc&ftcd fway, 
Aad fwceps the cattd and the cotu awa^. DrytUn. 

With 
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With grief Ac ♦leader of the Zyiiw band 
Saw the wide wafle of his deftradire hand : 
His bended bow againft the chief he drew ; 
Swift to the mark the thirfty arrow flew, 
IjoWhofe forky point the hollow breaftplate tore. 
Deep in his (houlder pierc'd, and drank the gore ! 
The rufliing ftreana his brazen armor dy*d. 
While the proud archer thus exulting cry'd. 
Hither yc Tnjum^ hither drive your fteeds ! 
135'Lo ! by our hand the braveft Grecian bleeds. 
Not long the deathful dart he can fuftain ; 
Or PhcdfHs urg'd me to thefe fields in vain. 

So fpoke he, boaflful ; but the winged dart 
Stopt (hort of life,, and mock'd the (hooter's art, 
40 The wounded chief b^i|Pd his car retir'd. 

The helping hand of Sthemlus required; 
"• '^Swift from his feat he Icap'd upon the ground. 
And tugg*d the weapon from the gufting wound; 



#. 1 3 J. TA# dsnfiftfhft tflife.'} Htmer fays it did not kill 
him, and 1 am at alofs why M.l>4<;/rrtranflates it, The \nfomt4 
^vas Jli^t i iKrhen juft after the ariow is faid to have pierc'd 
^:te thr»*, and (he her (elf theie turns it, Perf^it lUfpaule d^tntra 
m 9mv€. Had it been fo flight, he would not have needed the 
immediate alfiftance of Mtnerva to lefioxc his uiiial vigor, and 
tiubk iuffl CO cQii|(iaiie tJ»fi fight. 



When, 
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When thus the King his guardian pow*r addreft, 

I4f The purple current wand'ring o'er his vcft. 
O progeny of Javi! unconquer*d maid! 
If e*er my Godlike fire defcrv'd thy aid, 
If e*er I felt thee in die fighting field ; 
Now, Goddels, now, thy facred fuccour yield. 

1 5*^ Oh give my lance to reach the Trojan Knight, 

Whofe arrow wounds the chief thou guard*il in fight; 
And lay the bpafier grov*ling on the fhore. 
That vaunts thefe eyes (hall view the light no more. 
Thus pray'd Tjdldesj and Minerva heard, 

Iff His nerves confirm'd, his languid fpirits chear'd; 
He feels each limb with wonted vigor light ; 
His beatmg bofom claims the promis'd fight* 
Be bold ((he cry'd) in ev*r]dkmbare (hine. 
War be thy province, thy prote<ftion mine; 

l6oRu(h to the fight, and ev'ry foe controul; 

Wake each paternal virtue in thy foul : 

Strength fwells thy boiling bread, infus*d by me. 

And all thy Godlike father breathes in thee ! 

Yet more, from mortal mills I purge thy eyes, 

i6f And fet to view the waning Deities. 

^ Thefe 

f, x#4< Fr«i» imrtiU mifls 1 fmp thy ty^iJi This fiftion of 
hfmn (^^y* M« OMfr) U fouad«4 opoa aa imf oiiaot txnch 



ooK V. HOMERU ILIAD. 17 

m 

hefe fee thod (hun, thro' all th' embattled pltin, 
or ra(Uf ftriv6 n^here human force is vain. 
Vmui mingle in the martial band, 
er (halt thou wound : So PalUs gives command. 
With that, the Uue-ej'd virgin wing'd her flight; 
he Hero rufli'd impetuous to the flght; 

leligion, not unkaown to the Pagans, that God only ean 
en CBc eyes of men, and enable them to fee what they 
laot difcoyec b^ their own capacity. There are Sequent 
amples of this in the Old Teftament. God opens the eyes 
Mi^tfT that (he might fee the fountain, in Q^. xsi. f. 14. 
Uimkerj xzii. J^. 3 1. Tbt Ltrd tptn*d the tjts «/ Balaam, Md b9 
9 tki u4ngtl •f tb* Lnd fimdmg in bis tiMr, snd hit fw^rd 
itd« in liis hand, A paflage much refembling this of our au- 
>r. Vtnm in Vitgil^i (ccond ^y£ntid perforais the fame office 
i^nid*, and (hews him the Gods who wexe cngag'd in the 
ftxuftion of Tr§j^, 

*Af^icii nsm^Hi ^mntm fud num ^dtiSA tmniti 
Jfitrrdlij htbttMt vifm tiki, & bmmdd cinmm 
Cdligdty nttbem iripiam 
%AppM'ent dira f^^'J* inimicdOfn Tfjs 
Numtna magnd Dtum, / t 

hn (eems likewife to have imitated this, where he make s 
:M open ^dmm*% eyes to (ee the fotnre rerolutions of the 
:ld| and fortuacs of his pofterity, h—k^\u 



,H» fn^iJi with mphrd/u mdnu. 



Thi vifkdi inrvey f$r b* bad w$mb f fif, 
Und fvm tbt w*U wf lift tbrn dr»fj dijtiied. 

I diftinga'(binjS fight of Divtmd was given him only for 
preient occaoon and (errice in which he was employ'd 
^dtt^s* For we find in the iixth book that upon meeting 
kW} he if igoosant whether that Hero be a Man or a 

7 ^vSiSk 



tr HOMEKs ILUn, BookV. 

With tenfold ardor now invades the plain. 
Wild with delay, and more enragM by pain. 
As on the fleecy flocks, when hunger cidls,. 

1 75* AmidA the field a brindled lyon falls; 

If chance fome (hepherd with s^diftant dart 
The ravage wound, he rowzes at the fiaarr. 
He foams, he roars; the (hepherd dares not Aay^ 
But trembling leaves the fcatt'ring flocks a prey. 

1 80 Heaps fall on heaps ; he bathes with blood the grotuid,^, 
Then leaps victorious o'er the lofty mound* 
Not with lefs fury flern Tydides flew. 
And two brave leaders at an inflant flew;. 
jijiynoui breathlefs fell, and by his flde 

1 Sj- His people's paftbr, ^PodHypenor, dy'd; 

Aftynous breaft the deadly lance receives, 
Hypenors ftioulder his broad faulchion cleaves. 
Thofe flain he left; and fprung with noble rage 
Ah4^ and P^ppdus ta engage ; 
*9^Sons of Eurydamas^ who wife and old. 

Could fates forefee, and myjlic dreams ufifol^ ; 
The youths return'd not from the doubtful plain. 
And the fad father try *d his arts in vain ; 



V» 
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lyflic dream coidd make dieir fates appear* 

now determined by Tydidts* fpear. 

ung Xantbus next, and Tholon felt his rage*; 

07 and hope of Phtrnps feeble age> 

^as his wealths and thefe the onlf heir» 

1 his labours, and a lifie of caret, 

death overtakes them in their blooming yearii^ 

eaves the fioher unavailing tears.;. 

rangers now defcends his heapy fi<H«^ 
ace forgotten, and the name no more* 

Tws^ 

u^ Ns^ mf/Mt,duam,l Tbii line ia the oiigiiul, tut iTs 
iise • y4^ cmeJiyww if w^, contains as pttzUng a paf* 
« clia<anfl«uAioo at I liave mfiC. with in Humr, Moft^ 
eceft \o\fk tiie iiegativo particle m with tha veib. cm,Qjir 
hich may leceive thiee different meanings : That Bwm 
t had not intetf seted the dieams of hit children when 
ent to the wan, or that he had foretold them bv theiz 
I they (hould nerer retom ftom the wait, ox that he 
now no more have the fatisfaftion to interpret theix 
I at theix xetum. Aftec all* this conftm&ion feems 
and no way agreeable to the general idiom of the 
inguage, ox to ii*mn*s iifliple diAion in particular. If 
\ «» with \fxojuStiottt I think the moft obvious (enfii 
this s Dfmed attacks the two ibna of Bmrjdanuu an old 
stet of dreams ; his childien not xetoming, the Pto-* 

r' t by his dreams to know their fate > howevec they 
hands of Dumed^ This interpxeution feems na* 
nd poetical, and tends to move cosstpa^on, which is 
conftantly the deiign. of the Poet, in his frequent 
igxeffions concexning the circunaftances and xelatioas 
ig pexfons. 
2. r« fitMtigws nntf dtfcmuLs bis weshby /fwt.] This is a 

lance, than which nothii>s could be 2iiiagui*4 moci 

uagicai 
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Two fons of Priam in one chariot ride, 
20^ Glitt'ring in arcbs, and combate fide by fide. 
As when the lordly Ijron feeks his food 
Where grazing heifers range the lonely wood. 
He leaps amidft them with a furious booind. 
Bends their flrong necks, and tears them to the ground. 
210 Sa from their fcat^ the brothcr-chieft are torn. 
Their fteeds and chariot to the navy born. 
With deep concern divine JEneas view'd 
The foe prevailing, and his friends purfu*d> 

Thro' 

ttif?cal eonfidermg the chaiafter of the hthtt. IMur fiifs 
the tcuftecf of the remote collatcitl relations Cuz*d the e« 
Hate before hi$ eyes (according to a cuftom of thoTe tiisef) 
which to a cofetous old man muft be the grcateft of mi" 
leries. 

f> XI 2. Dtvim iEneas.] It is here t/£fnas begins to aft, and 
if we take a view of the whole Epifode of this Hero in f/ffiMr, 
where he makes but an undex-part, it will appear that Virgil 
has kept kim perfeftly in the fame charader in his Poemi 
where he (hines as the firft Hero. His piety and his yalourt 
tho* jiot drawn at fo full a length, are mark'd no lefs in the 
original than in the copy. It is the manner of Homer to ex- 
prei^ very ftrongly the charafter of each of his pexfons in the 
mrft fpeech he is made to utter in the Poem. Inthisof e/£ff««/« 
there is a great air of pinj in thofc ftrokes, // ht f^nu God 
. who pma/bes Troy for bavim negU&td his facrifices ? And then 
that fentence. Tot anger of heaven it urriblt. When he is in 
danger afterwards, he is (av*d by the heavenly aflSftance of 
two Deities at once, and his wounds cured in the holy tem- 
ple of Pergemns by Lmona and Dim4. As to his valour, he 
IS lecond only to HeSor^ and in perfonal bravery as great in 
the Greek author as in the T^^meut, He is made to exert him- 
ielf OA cmccgeaciec of the ficft impoxtaace and hasuud, la- 

thec 
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Thro* the thick ftorm of finging fpearshe flics, ^•w^Jp 
l; Exploring Pandarus with careful eyes. 
At length he found Lycaon^s mighty fon ; 
To whom the chief of Venus race begun* 

Where, Pandaras^ are all thy honours now,. 
Thy winged arrows and unerring bow> 



tkei than on common ocoafions : H« checks Di$med here in 
the midft of his fbry; in the thitteenth book defends his 
fiiend Deiffbthu befbte it was his turn to fight, being plac^ 
in one of the htndmoft ranks (which H»nnr^ to take off all 
objeftions to his yalonr, tells us happen*d becaufe PrUm had 
in animofity to him , tho* he was one of the braveft of the 
aimy.) He u one of thofe who rescue H*St9r when he is over- 
tiuown by ^jax in the fouiteenth book. And what alone 
were (iifficient to eftablifh him a firft-iate Hexo, he is the fiift 
that dares i^fift xAcbilUs himfelf at his return to the fiaht in 
all his lagtt fbc the lofi of P^trtclms, He indeed avoids en- 
couoterijig two at once in the prefent book » and (hews upon 
the whole a Adate and deliberate courage, which if not fo 
glarijig as that of Come others, is yet more jnft. It is worth 
confideting how thoron8;hly Viriil penetrated into all this, 
and faw into the very idiei of Htmtri (b as to extend and 
call forth iht whole figure in its full dimenilons and colours 
Irom tlbe flichteft hints and sketches which were but cafually 
tOQch'd by Htmer^ and even in (bme points too where they 
were rather lc;ft to be underftood, than expiefs'd. And this, 
by the way, ought to be confideiM by thole criticks who ob- 
jeft to ViriiPs Hero the want of that fort of courage which 
ftrikes us lo much in Htmer*5 Achilles. t/£ntAs was not the 
cieatuce of VirpCs imagination, but one whom the world was 
already acquainted with, and expefted to fee continaed in 
the fame charafters and one who perhaps was chofen for the 
Heroe of the Ltuin Poem, not only as he was the founder of 
the l^fmsn empire, but as this more calm and tegular charm* 
^r bettei agreed with the temper and genius of the Poet 
himfelf. 
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stoThy matchlefs fkill> thy yct-^nrivall'd fame, 
And boafted glory of the Ljcian name? 
Oh pierce that mortal ! if we mortal call 
That wondrous force by which whole armies ftll^ 
Or God incens'd, who quits the difhnt flues 

12 J" To puniQi Tro^ for flighted facrifice ; 
(Which oh avert from our unhappy ftate t 
For what fo dreadful as celeftial hate ?) 
Whoe'er he be,, propitiate 3^^ w with pray'r i. 
If man, deftroy; if God, intreat to. fpare. 

130 To him the Lycian. Whom your eyes behold, 
(f right I judge, is D'mned the bold. 
Such cou^^fers whirl him o*er the dufty- fidd»« 
So tow'rs,hi;5. helmet,^ and fo flames his flbield*. 
If* tis a God, he wes^rs that Qiief 's difguife; 

l^f Or if that Chief, fome guardian of the fl^es- 
Involv'd in clouds, proteds him ih the fray,. 
And turns unfeen the fruftrate dart away^ 
I wiftg-d an arrow., which not idly fell. 
The flrok« had ifix'd him to the gates of hell, 

140 And, but fome God,, fome angry God withflands,.. 

}fy £itc was dQC to thefe unerring hands. 
* ' ■ ■ 

SkiU'< 
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Skilled in the bow» on foot I fought the war. 

Nor join'd fwift horfes to the rapid car. 

Ten polifti'd chariots I poffefi'd at home, 
I4f And ftill they grace Lycams princely dome : 

There veil'd in fpacious coverlets they ftand; 

And twice ten couriers wait their Lord's command. 

The good old warrior bade me truft to thefe. 

When firft for Tr^y I (ail'd the facred fcas ; 
Apln fields, aloft, the whirling car to guide. 

And thro' the ranks of death triumphant ride. 

But vain with youth, and yet to thrift inclin'd, 

I heard his counfels with unheedful mind. 

And 

i. 242. Skiltd in tbt htwy Sec] We fee thro* this whole dif- 
touife of P^MeUrus the chaiadet of a vain-gloiious paffionace 
fiince, who being skill'd in the u(e of the bow, was highly 
valued by himfelf and others fbt this excellence 3 but having 
I been fuccefflefs in two different trials of his skill, he is raisM 
into an outraeious paflioni which vents itfelf in vain threats 
on his guiltlcls bow. , Euftathim on this paflage relates a fto- 
xy of a fd^UgmuM famous like him for his archery, who ha- 
viflg mifs'd his aim at repeated trials, was fo traniported by 
nge, that breaking his bow and arrows, he eiecnted a mote 
fatal vengeance by hanging himfelf. 

f, 244. Ten fUfifd tban'^ts,'] Among the many piftures Ho- 
^*f gives us of the iimplicity of the heroic «ges, he mingles 
from time to time fome hints of an extraordinary magnifi- 
cence. We have here a Prince who has all theie chariots for 
pleafitie at one ^ime, with their particular ftts of horfes to 
each, and the moft iUmptuous coverings in their ilables. Bnc 
we muft remember that he fpeaks of an ^JuuU Prince, thofe 
Makfrums living in great luxury. DMtr, . 

#• 15Z. Tt$ t§ tbrijt insUrCd.^ 'Tis Enjimhim his remark, that 
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And thought the fteeds (your large fupplies unknown) 
^SS Might ftil of forage in the ftraiten*d town : 
So took my bow and pointed darts in hand. 
And left the chariots in my native land. 

Too late, O friend! my rafhrtefs I deplore; 
Thefe (hafts, once fatal, carry death no more. 
a6o T'jdefis and Atrem* fons their points have found. 
And undiffemblcd gore purfu'd the wound. 
In vain they bled : This unavailing bow 
Serves not to flaughter, but provoke the foe. 
In evil hour thefe bended horns I ftrung, 
265* And feiz'd the quiver where it idly hung. 
Curs*d be the fate that fent me to the field. 
Without a warrior's arms, the fpear and ftiield ! 
If eer with life I quit the Trojan plain, 
If e'er I fee my Spoufe and Sire again. 



PdndArus did tliis out -of avatlce, to fave the expence of his 
boxCes. I like this conjedurc. bccaufe nothing fecms moie 
judicious, than to give a man of a pexfidious chaiaAex * 
firong tindiure of avarice. 

f. 261. KAnd undifftmblid gore purfu^d the wound ] The Greek^'it 
ttV^cxfc aufjiet. He fays he is fure it was real blood that fol- 
lowed -his arrow ; becaufe it was anciently a cufiom, partioi- 
larly among the SpA^tans, to have ornaments and figures of 
a puiple colour on their bieaft-plates that the blood they loft 
might not be fcen by the foldiers, and tend to their difcou- 
lagement. PlutAnh in his Infttt, L»con. takes notice of this 
point of antiquity, and 1 woadcx it efcap'd Madam Dacitr in 
Acx uaAflatioxk 

This 
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70 This bow, unfaithful to my glorious aims. 
Broke ^y my hand, (hall feed the blazing flames. 

To whom the Leader of the Dardan race : 
Be calm, nor Pbctbus* honoured gift difgrace^ 
The diflaixt ^Mt be prais'd, tho' here we need 
^'fThe ru(hing chariot, and the bounding fteed« 
Againil yon' Hero let us bend our courfe. 
And, hand to hand, encounter force with force. 
Now mount my feat, and from the chariot's height 
Obferve my father's Heeds, renown'd in fight; 

sSoPndis'd alike to turn, to flop, to chace. 
To dare the (hock, or urge the rapid race : 
Secure with thefe, thro* fghting fields we go. 
Or fafe to Troy^ if Jove aflift the foe. 
Haftc, feize the whip, and fnatch the guiding rein; 

•"f The warrior's fury let this arm fuftain; 

#. *73. Nar Phoebus htnaut^dgift difgrace.:} YotUtmer tells ts 
in the lecond book, f. 334. of the catalogue, that the bow 
and (hafts of PantUrm were given him by ^foilo. 

f. 284. fidjfe, ftizje the ivhfp, 8cc ] Homer means not here, 
that oae of the Heroes fiioald alight 01 defcend from the 
chariot, bur only that he fliould quit the reins to the ma- 
nagement of t4ie other, and ftand on foot upon the charier 
to fight from thence. As one might ufe the exprelfion, t§r 
defcend from the fbipy to fignify to quit the helm or oar, in or- 
der to take up arms. This is the note of £%far/>/«5, by which 
it appears that moft of the translators are miftaken in the 
fealcof this paiTage, and amo^ the xcft Mr. HqHh, 

Or 
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Or if to combate thy bold heart incline. 

Take thou the fpear, the chariot's care be minOk 

O Prince ! (Ljcaon's valiant fon reply'd) 

As thine the deeds, be thine the taflc to guide. 

ll^The horf<^ pra^is'd to theif Lord's conimand> 

Shall hear the rein, and anfwer to thy hand« ' 

But If unhappy, we defert the fight. 

Thy voice alone can animate their flight : 

£lfe (hall our fates be number 'd with the dead) 

295 And thefe, the vigor's prize, in triumph led. 

Thine be die guidance then: With fpcar and ihicld 

My felf will charge this terror of the field. 

And now both Heroes mount the glitt'ring car; 

The bounding courfers rufti amidft the war; 

300 Their fierce approach holdiSthenelus efpy'd, 

Who thus alarm'd, to great Tydldes cry'd. 

O friend ! two chiefs of force immenfe I fee. 

Dreadful they come, and bend their rage on thee : 

Lo the brave heir of old L'jcaon's line, 

305" And great Mneds^ fprung from race divine ! 

Enough is giv'n to fame. Afcend thy car; 

And fave a life, the bulwark of our war. 

At this the Hero caft a gloomy look, 

Fix'd on the diief with fcorn, and thus he fpokc. 

Mc 
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10 Me doft thou bid to ftiun the coming fight ? 

Me would'fl: thou move to bafe, inglorious flight ? 

Know, 'tis not honeft in my foul to fear. 

Nor was Iodides born to tremble here. 

I hate the cumbrous chariots flow advance, 
If And the long diftance of the flying lance ; 

But while my nerves are ftrong, my force entire. 

Thus front the foe, and emulate my Sire. 

Nor fliall yon fteeds that fierce to fight convey 

Thofc threatning heroes> bear them both away; 
jioOnc chief at leaft beneath this arm (hall die; 

So Pallas tells mtf, and forbids to fly. 

But if (he dooms, and if no God withfland. 

That both^fliall fiUl by one vidorious hand ; 

Then heed my words : My horfes here dctai.ij 
JiyFix-d to the chariot by the ftraitcn*d rein; 



f. J20. Oni Chiif dt leAji btneath ihh tirm fhdU iU.'\ It is the 
mannec of oar author to make his perlbns have fomc Inri- 
nation from within, cither of profperous or adverfe fortune, 
before it happens to them. In the piefcnt inl^auce, we have 
fwn u^iwAf, aftoDifliM at the great exploits of DiomeJ, pto- 
pofiog to h:m(clf the means of hii efcape by the fwiftnefs of 
nis horfes, before he advances to encounter him. On the 
other hand, Ditnud is fo filled with affurance, that he gives 
orders here to Sthmehu to feize thofe horfes, befo:e they 
come up to him. The oppoiition of thel'e tw9 (as MadiiH 
^Mttr has remaik'd^ is vexy obfetTabld 



I 
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fwift to XMtai empty feat proceed. 
And feize the courfers of astherial breed. 

The race ot xhofe, which once the <thund'rmg Godi 
For ravKh'd Gdnymiii on Trtts bellow 'd« 

g30The bed that e*er on earth's broad furfuce run« 
Beneath the rifing or the fetting fun. 
flence great Anchifts ftole a breed, unknown* 
£7 mortal Mares, from fierce Laomtdom 
Four of this race his ample flails contain, 

j^f And two tranfportifiiM^i o'er the plain. 

Thefe, were the jrich immortal priie our own* 
Thro* the wide world (hould make our glory known. 



^. U7. ^^^ fmfits •/ £tbereal hud ] Wc ha?c already ofc- 
•ferved the gteat delight H»m*r ttfkes in horfes, as weH at he- 
roes, of ccleftial race.: And if be has been thought too fond 
jof the genealogies of fome of his warriours, in relathig them 
xveii ip a bjitteU we find him here as willing to trace that of 
ills hoifes in jthe fame circumftaoce. Thefe were of that 
>brecd which Jupiter be(low*d upon Tr§t, and far fupeiior to 
,the comfldon ilrain of Trojan horfes. So that (according to 
^Hjiathiui^s opinion) the tranHatots are miftaken who tura 
T^ioi 'ivTrciy the Trejan herjes^ in f, ill. of the original « 
•where -yEneas enrolls their qualities to PoMdarut, The fame 
author takes notice, that frauds in the cafe of horfes ha^e 
,<bcen thought excufable in all times, and commends ^Anchtfes 
for this piece of theft. Virgil was fo well plea^*d with it a< 
j|o imitate this paifage in the feventh t>£neU^ 

^bfenti t^nes currmm^ geminofjue iugdUi 
^emine ah s'hereo,^ Jfirantes nsrilrm ignem^ 
jUorum de gente. patri ^ms dsdaU Circe 
i^iP^fiti 4e matre i^^es fm«SA creawu 

Thus 
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Thus while they fpoke, theibe cime furious on. 

And ftern Lycapn's warlike race begun. 
3^ Prince, thou^rt.met. Tko' late in vain aflail'd. 

The fpear may enter where the arrow fail*d. 
He faid, then (hook the poadrous lance, and flung. 

On his broad (hield the founding weapon rung, 

Pierc*d the tough orh, and in his cuirafs hung. 
}4f He bleeds L the pride of Greece/ (the boafter cries) 

Our triun^h now the mighty warrior lies I 

Miftaken vaunter ! Biomed tep]y*d; 

Thy dart has err*d, and now my fpear be try'd; 

Ye Tcape not both ; one, headlong from his c^r, 
SfOWith hoftile blood (hall glut the God of War. 
He fpoke, and riiing huil'd his forceful dart, 

Which driv'n by PdlUs^ pierc'd a vital part ; " 

Full in his face it entered, and betwixt 

The nofe and £ye*ball the proud Lydan fixt ; 

#. 1st. Fir// in his fitee it fWfrM.] It has been ask*d, how 
Ditwted being on foot, could naturally be fupposM to give 
iiich a wound as is defcnbM here. Were it never (6 impro- 
bable, the ezpicfs mention that Mimrva conduced the javMin 
CO that part, would render this paflfage unexceptionable. But 
without baying recoutle to a miracle, fuch a wound might be 
receiv'd by P^tuUmu^ either if he ftoop'd, or if his enemy 
took the advantage of a lifing ground, by which means he 
might not irapombly ftand higMr, tho' the other were in a 
chariot. This is the folution given by the ancient SfifUay 
which is confitm'd by the lownels of the cbaxiots, obierved 
ia the Efdy •» Homci'« BmHt, 

C X CuCh'd 
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« 

I j-j Crafh'd all his jaws, and cleft the tongue within, 
•Till the bright poi«t looked out beneath the chin. 
Headlong he falls, his helmet knocks the ground ; 
Earth groans beneath him, and his arms refound.; 
The ftartin^ courfers tremble with affright; 

{60 The foul indignant feeks the realms of night. 
. To guard his flaughter'd friend, JEneas Qies, 
His fpear extending where the carcafs lies ; 

Watchful he wheels, protedh it ev'ry way.. 
As the grim lyon ftalks around his prey. 
\6S O'er the filL'n trunk his ample ftield difpfey'd. 
He hides the Hero wifhiiis mighty fliade, 

f,i6i. Tt guard his Jtaugbref^d friend ii.ntzs flies.'] This pro- 
tecting of the dead body was not on]y an office of piety %" 
giecable to the charadlct of t/£.neAs in particular, but lookM 
upon as a matter of great importance in thofe times. It was 
believ*d that the very foul of the deceafs'd fuffei'd by the bo* 
dy's remaining deditute of the rites of fcpultuie, as not be* 
ing elfe admitted to pafs the waters of Styx. See what f 4rr«- 
•ius his'ghoft fays to ^yidsiiles in the li^lUad, 

H4C omnis, ^itam cemisf imps, imhimtetta^iie tmbs 4f\ 
Portitif ilitj Chdren ', hi, ^Het vehit utida, Jefnlsi, 
Nee rift AS datur harrendas if raucdflnewd 
Tranfpertdre frius, qnam fedtbits o([a qiiiermK 
Ceutttm errant annej, v^Utetntque hac Ut9ra ciraan, 

Yirg. e>£i». C. 
Whoever cdniiders this» will not be furprized at thofe long, 
and obftioate combates for the bodies of the Heroes, To f/e- 
qusnt in the Hiad, Homer thought it of fuch weight, that he 
hAS put this circumftance of want of burial into the fnpofitien 
at the beeinning of his Poem> as one of the chief misfor- 
tunes that bcfd the Greeks* 

6 And 
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And threats aloud ; the Greeks with-iongirtg cf cs 
3ehold at diilance^ but forbear the prize. 
Then fierce Iodides ftoops; and from the fields 
7oHcav.'d with vaft force, a rocky fragment wicUs. 
Not two flrong men th* enormous weiglit could raife, 
Such men as live in thefe degenerate days. 
He fwung it round; and gathering llrcngth to throw, 
Difcharg'd the ponderous ruin at the foe. 

filji. N»t tw firing mtnj] This opinion of it degeneracy 
of human fixe and ftrengch in the pcocefs of agciy has bc^u 
very genei^l. LMcntim, M.z, 

Vix dniwMlid f4xv» crutt^ ^»s cwi^a credvii 
S^U, ■ didit^nf ftrsmm tngvitid cir^ffd fdftm, • 

The adive ItTc and temperance of the 4a& mtm% before their 
native powers were prejudicM by luxury, may be fuppo fed to 
have given them this advantage. Otfiu in his firft book ob* 
ferves, that Himir mentions no fort of difetfcs in the old 
hyoic times but what were inunediaKlT ioflivled by heiven« 
as if their temperance and exercifc prclcrved them fiom all 
befides. Virgil imitates this palfagc, with a faichec allowance 
of th/ decayt in proportion to the diftancc of his time from 
that ot>H9m»^ For he fays it was an attempt tluit exceeded 
the ftienth of twlv* men, infiead of %vj: 



tSdxiim drtmm^ick ingns' 



Vise iilMd ItSi kit ftx ctrvia fHbirtm » 
Sl^itUid JNCM biminmm ffducit cirf»rd ttUm, 

Jdvtnsl has mad« an agreeable ufe of this thought tit his four- 
Uenth Satyr. 



Ndm gtnm hot vivjdm decvtfcebM^ Himtrff . 
Ttrrfi mstet Inminis muis iditcdf, di^m fufulu. 



^^ 
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.1 

'5* Where to the hip th' infcrtcd thigh unites, 
Full on the bone the pointed marWe lights ; 
Thro' both the tendons broke the ragged ftone,. 
And flripp'd the (kin, and crack'd the folid bone» 
Sunk on his knees and ftagg'ring with his pains, 

k) His falling bulk his bended arm fuftains ; 
Loil in a dizzy mifl the warrior lies ; 
A fudden doud comes fwimming o^er Ms eyes. 
There the brave chief who mighty aumbers fway *<^ 
OpprefiM had funk to death*s eternal (bade ;. 

tj;Butheay'nly Ytnus^ mindfiil of the. love 
Ske bore Anchifts in th* lidsn groYc» 
His danger views with anguifh an4 defpair. 
And gtiards her ofUpringwitb a mother -s care. 
About her much-lov'd fon her arms &c throws^ 

poHer arms whofe whhenefs match the falling fnows^^ 
Screen'd from the foe behind her (hining veil, 
;Xhe fwords wave4iarmlefs, and the jav'lins faik 



f. 39T. Scr*tn*d Jr§m tht foe Mthtd htr /Uning vfiV.] Homtr 
fays, Ihc fpread hec veil that it might be a defence againft 
the dans. How eomct it then afteivraids to be pierc'd thio'» 
when Verms is woanded i It is manifeft the veil was not im* 
penetrable^ and is faid here to be a deftncc only as it rcn* 
dci*d t/£MeAs inviiible, by being interpofcd. This is the ob- 
fetvation of EujidthiHs, and was thought too matciial to be ne- 
glc^cd in the traoilation. 

-. Safe 
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Safe thro* the rufhing horfe, and feather'd flight 
Of founding ftiaftSy (he bears hira from the fight.- 

JPJ' Nor Sthenelns, wi^ unaffifhng bands. 
Remained nnheedful of his Lord's comma.nds: 
His panting ft^edsy remov'd froni out the war,*. 
He fix*d with (traiten*d traces to the carr 
Next ruihing to the Dardan fpoil, detains • 

jOoThc hcav'niy courfcrs with the flowing mane^' 
Thefe in proud triumph to the fl^et cOn^ey'd^* 
No longer now a rnj/^i^ Lord obey 'd. 
That charge to bo4d D&fylis^ie gSiVCr- 
(Whom moft hr-lbt^dj-as brave men love the brave) 
40; Then mounting' on his car, refum'd the rein, 
Aiid'.folbw^'d^ where Tydiiks fwept the plain. 

Mfeanwhile (Sis conqueft ravifR'd front his eyes) 
The ragipg chief in chace of VinttsAies: 

No*- 

1^. 40s. r«L Md Deiphylus— lf%«i» mi/l ht Uv*d.^ Stlantlus 
ffayi M. Dadir)loycdDeT]^tHSfpsrct^H*i'l svnt U mefim bmntur 
^mimifUmfmtfi^gfi, The words in the original are Sti «T 
H^h d^TM JUk, BHjmfk his mind was tffudl MaconpnuMMom f 
his #vm. Which. 1 (h'ould farhci tranflate, with: regard to the 
chara5lei of Sthentlm^ that lie had the fame bravity, than tlte 
fiine wifdtm. For that Sthttulus was not remarkable fox wif- 
dom appeals from many paflazes, and particulaily from his 
fpeech to^£«nemii0n in the fouith book, upon which fee 
flmMrtk*g remark, f. 456. 

#. 4ot. TIm cbitf in chatt •f Venus flits, \ We have feen with- 
ea& KffMM takes An^m oat of the battel ia the tktcd book^ 
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No Goddefs (ke commiffion'd K) the field, 
[.10 Like Pallas dreadful with her fable fliield^ . 

Or fierce Bellona thund'ring at the wall, 

While flames afcend, and mighty ruins fall; 

He knew foft combatcs fuit the tender dame^ 

New to the field, and flill a foe to fame, 
^i J Thro* breaking ranks his furious courfe he bcnds» 

And at the Goddefs his broad lance, extends; 

Thro' her bright veil the daring weapon 4rove,. 

Th* ambrofial veil, which all the graces wo v« :- 
Her fnowie hand the razing Heel profan*?, 

f 10 And the tranfparent ikin with crimfon fiain'd*. 

From 



when his Itfc was To danger from MintlMs'^ Bm Here wfien Ae 
ha$ a charge of more tmpoitance and nearer concern, (be is 
uot able to prefcrve hciklf or her fon from the fiiry of J5«#- 
med. The difference of fuccefs in two attempts fo like eack 
other, is occadon'd by that penetration of ught with which 
I^aIUs had enduM her favourite. For the Gods in the^r inter- 
courfe with men are not ordinarily feen> but when they pleafe 
to render themfclves visible j wherefore Venus might think 
herfelf and her fon fcrure from the infolence of this daring 
moital j but was in this deceiv'd, being ignorant of that fa- 
culty , wheiewith the hero was enabled to diftinguiih Gods as 
well as men. 

f, 419. Her fnowie hand the rAZ.ing fieel profaned.} Plmmch in 
his Sywpojiackst i. p. tdlsus, that jiiiifx/mi^i the R.herorician pro- 
^ropsM this far-fctch'd qucftion at a banquet, Onvihch of her 
tanks Venus -was vjounded? and that Zopyrion anfwcr'd it by 
asking! Onwhuh vf his /r^J Philip \vas icme ? But Max.mus ic- 
J ly'd. It was a dijBFerent cafe : For Demojihenes left nofbunda- 
tfoatogveii at the 0AC>whcicas^i»^ gives afblution.Qf the 

•theft 
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From the clear vein a ftream immortal flow'd? 
Such Itream as iflues from a wounded Gbd; 



Pare 



otket, in (aying that Di^mtA Hirowing his fpear 4rrt/}, wound- 
ed her wrift : lo that it was hex light hand he huit, hec left 
bang oppofite to hit righ^. He adds another humourous rea- 
fon fxom TsUm reproaching her afterwards, as having got 
tjiis wound while Ihe was firoktng and folicitine (bme Gruian 
Ladjr, and unbuckling her zone j ^n a3i»n ((ays this Fhilo- 
fopher) in wbiih n» §n* wuld makf uft of the left bMtid, 

f.^ll. Sttch fresm aj ijfues frem a •wenndtd God.] This is one 
ofthofe paflkges in H^metj which have given occaiion to that 
bullous cenfure of Tully and Lonxinus^ That be makes Cods of Us 
bntesf mnd m§rtmls of his Gods. This, taken in a general fenfe^ 
appeared the higheft impiety to PUu and Pjtha^jrds; one of, 
whom has bauilh'd Homer from his commonwealth, aad the . 
other faid he was tortured in hell, for fidions of this nature. . 
Bat if a due diftin&ion be made of a difference among beings 
fuperior to mankind, which both the Pagans and Chxiftianti 
li2ve allowed, thefe fables may be eafily accounted foi^ 
Wtimds infii&ed on the dragon, hruijing theferfent*s head^ and Other , 
fuch metaphorical images, axe confecxated in holy writ, and. 
a^plyM to angelical and incorpoxeal natures. But in our Au- 
tbox*s days they had a notion of Gods that were rorporea/^ 
to whom they alcribed bodies, tho' of a more fubtil kind than ^ 
Hiofo of moitals. So in this very place he fuppofes them to , 
have blood, but blood of a finer or fupexiox nature. Not- 
^ithftanding the foxegoing cenfures, Miion has not fcrupJrd * 
to imitate .and apply this to angels in the chiiftian fyftcm^. 
viiea Smm i» wounded by MicLul in his iixth book.-;^«.S27* 



'Then Satan jfryf knevjpaia^ 



%And writhed him to and fro convolved ; fo fort 

The gliding fivord with difcontinuous vjound 

Pafs'd thro* him 5 but th* (y£therial fubjfance ciot^dp 

Not long divijihle,- and from the ga/b 

%A fiyeam of neciarous humour ijfmi^ fioM)'d, 

Sanguin, fH<. b as ctUfiial j pints may bin d 

Tetjoon he healed, forfinits that livethrottghoitt^ 

Vital in ev*ry part, not as frail man 

In entrails^ head or heart, liver or relas^ 

Ctantt bm by mnihiUuini die. 
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Pure Emanation ! uncomipted ftood; 

Unlike our groft, djfeas'd, terreftrial blood : 

(For 

"Uri/htlt^ cMf, 26. sArt, Pfit. excnfes Htmtr for fbllowioc ftmie 
ati4 common opinion in his account of the Gods « tho" no 
way agreeable to truth. The religion of thoft timcf tanrht 
no other notions of the Deity, than that the Gods were be- 
lugs of human forms and pa(fionss fb that any bnt a real' 
^AmbTtfwnnrfbrt* would probably have paft among the ancteot 
Cr^ek^ for an impious herctick : They thdueht their religion, 
which worfliipped the Gods in images of human fiiape, wu 
much more rehn'd and rational than that ofo^gj;^ and other 
sations, wboadoi*dthemin animal or monftrous forms. And 
certainly Gods of human (hape cannot |uftly be efteemed ot 
defcribed otherwife, than as a celeftial race> fiipertor only to 
mortal men by greater abilities, and a more eatenfive degree 
of wifdom and nrength, fubjeft however to the neceflary in* 
conveniences confeqHcnt to cprporeal beings. Cktrt, in hta 
book de NM.Dttr. urges this confequence ftrongly agii'nfttbe 
£picmreMs^ who tho* tney dcpos'd the Gods from any power in 
creating or governing the world, yet maintained tneir ezi- 
iftcnce in human forms. Non enm fentitit tjukm mnttm v^his frnfri^ 
ftenda funt^ fi impetrMverrris m fn>ei»mtn etutdem tffe btmiwmm ir 
DfTum fiiuram ; pmnit cubut isr cmaiU urptris trit eadem £dhi- 
ktitda Deo tjus Mdhibitur b9mirn\ ingrej'mf eurjm^ McaUmtivj inclitOi^ 
fM, feJli9y eomfrehenjff^ ttd txtremnm itiMn fermo (fr 'rstio. Nim 
^ifd tr mares De»s & fteminas ejft dirt /, quid feqttat^r videth. 

This particular of the wounding of Kmiu (eems to be a 
iidion of H§mer*» Own brain, natucaUy dcducibl« from the 
dodrine of coporeal Gods above mentioned j and coniidered 
as poerry, no way fiiocking. Yet our Author, as if he bad 
forcfeen Tome objedion, h;<s vcty aitfully inferred a )uftifica- 
riun of th s bold ftroke, in the Ipeech D^ne loon after makes 
CO Venus, for as it was natural to cotnfort hei daughter, by 
putting hcv in mind that many ocher Deities had leceiv'd as 
ill treatment hem mortals by the pcrmiflion ofjifpittr ^ (o 
it was of areat ufe to the Foet, to enumerate tbofc ancient 
^bies to the fame purpofe, which being then generally alTcat- 
cd to, might obtain credit for hii» own. Ihis fine remark 
belong! to E=4ft4ibi%$, 

f. 4Z4. Vnliki •ur iffs^ d us^d, ttrrefirid */wrf, &cj The 

^itiaioix vf the in^xiui'tibiiity of cddHal matter feems to 



I 
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fZf (For not the bread of man their life fuflains. 
Nor wine's inflaming juice fupplies their veins.) 
With tender flirieks the Goddeis fill'd the place. 
And dropc her offspring from her weak embrace. 
Him Phothts took : He cafb a cloud around 
^The fiunting chiefs and wards the moital wound. 
T&cn widi a voice diat (hook the vaulted fkics. 
The King infultr the Goddefi as fte flies. 
HI with T^vf's daughter bloody ^hts agree, - 
The field of combate is no fcene for thee : 
^^Oo^ let^thy own folt fex employ thy care, . 
Go lull the coward, or delude the fair. 
Taught by this ftroke, renounce the vTar's alarms; 
And learn to tremble at the name of arms. 
Tididesihm. The Goddcfs, feiz'd with dread, 
ffoConfus'd, diOrafted, from the conflift fled. 
To aid her, fwift the winged /w flew, 
Wrapt in a mill above the warring crew. 

Ktre been teceiv*d fai the tiAe of K«fiMr. For he mtket thr- 
u&mortality of the Gods to depend upon the incorruptible 
aatttie of the nuttimem by which' they are fuftiiioM': as the 
mortality of meoi to proceed from the corruptible materials 
of which they mre made» and-by which they are ftburifhed. We / 
kave ([frerftl infiances in him from wheace this may be in- / ^ 
i^ned, ts when Dfmti queftions tiUtum if he he a God or c ' 
aocial, he ^d&M^ Ont%M ufu/fAitud fy thifmki •f^k*9mnh.' 

4 t^^ 



^ HOMER'S ILIAD. BookV. 

The Queen of Love with faded charms (he found, 
Pale was her cheek, and Uvid looked the wound. 

445" To Many who fate remote,, they beat their way; 
Far on the left, with clouds involv/d he lay;. 
Belide him flood his lancc^ diilain'd with gore. 
And, rein'd with gold, his foaming deeds beford 
Low at his knee, (he begg*d, with ftreaming eyeSy 

45'^H^i: brother's car, to mount the diftjmt fkies» 
And (hew/d the wound by fierce Tydidts giv'B,. 
A mortal man, who dares encounter he^v'n. 
Stem Man attentive hears the Queen complain. 
And to her hand commits the goldearein : 

45'jrShe moimts the feat opprefe'd with filent woe,. 
Driven by the Goddefs of the painted bow. 
The la(h refounds, the rapid chariot ^its, 
Ar^d in a moment fcales the lofty fkies. 
^here ftopp'd the car, and there the courfers ftood^ 

4feFed by fair Xrh with ambrofial foojd.. 

Before her mother Love's bright Queen appears, 
0*erwhelm'd with anguifti and diffolv'd in tears ; 

#. 449. Liw M his kjHt pit ttg^A.'\ All the former tn^ifk 
t.ranilacoxs make it, fltt fill #» lur knetsy an ovciiighc occa- 
ionM by the w4m of a competent knowledge m aptiquities 
(without which no man can tolerably undeifiand this Author) 
For the cuftom of praying on th^ knees was oakaown to the 
Greiki, asd ia ufc ouly among the Hihtwu 

" She 
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She rais'd her in her armsy heheld her bleed,. 

And afk'd; what God had wrought this guilty deedi 
H^ Then (he; Thi^infult from no God I found, . 

An impious moital gave the daring wound \ 

Behold th^ deed of hau^ty ViomedJ 

Twas ia tkc fon's defence the mother bled. 

The war with Tray na more the XSrecmns wage ; 
470But with die Gods (th* immortal God$) engage. 
Dww-dicn. Thy wrongs with patience bear, 

And (hare thofc gricft inferior pow*rs muft (harer 

Unnumber*d woes mankind fromr us fuflain,. 

And men* with woes afflid the Gods again. 
47fThe mighty Af^ir^ in mortal fetters bound. 

And lodg'd in brazen dungeons under ground, 

f, 471. %And Jbdrt tb»f^ gritfi inferitr pmu\s mu/t /64re.] Th« 
word inferior is added by the tranilator, to open the diftindion 
^mtr makes between the Divinity itlelf, which he reprefents 
ia^ifSblt, and the fuboidinate ccleftial beings or (piiits. 
. 3^, 475. Tht miihfty Mais> 8cc.] H9mer m thefc fables, as 
Qpon many other occafions, makes a great (how of his theo- 
logical learning! which was the manner of all the Greeks who 
bad tiaveird- into ty£gyff, Thofe who would fee thefc alle- 
gories explainedkt large, m^y cofiAilt Eu/fathimi on this place. 
Virgil fpeaks much, in the fame figure, when he defcribes the 
hAppy peace with which ^AHiufint had bleft. the world: ' 



rpmrn imftMs intns 



4'^Afidtns fitftr dtma, & centum vinous sfnit 
f^Jt xv^nm HMdis^ frmh harridnt Tt trume^ 



\^ 



4a HOMER s ILUD. Book 7. 

Full thirteen moons impriJibn'd roar'd in vain; 
f)t0s and Efhidkts hdd the chain r 
Perhflps had periffi'd ; had not Hermt^s care 

^o Reftor*d the groaning God to upper air. 

Great Jmho's felf has bom her weight of p«nr 
Th*. imperial partner of the heav'nlf reign ; 
Ampkitrym$ fon infik'd the deadly dart. 
And fill'd with aoguiOi her immortal heart. 

48j'c£v*n hell's grim King AUldes pow'r confeft,^ 
The (haft found entrance in hit iron brcaft,. 
To Jovt.s high palace for a cure he fled, 
Pierc'din his own dominion! of the dead; 
Where Pxm fprinkiing heav'niy balm around» 

490 Aifwag'd the glowing pangs^n and cWdthe woond^r 
Ra(k, impious man ! to ilain the bleil abodes. 
And drench his arrows in the blood of Godsi 



J^- 47P. Pitrhdfs hAdperi/b*d.2 Some of H*w#r'scenfiji«K have 
iofeiied from this pafl'age, that the Poet rcprefents his Coir 
fobjedta death $ when nothing but grear miicry ■ is here de- 
scribed. It is a common way of (pcech to ufe ftrdition and 
deftru^ion for m///«rrKM: The language of fcriptuie calls- 
cternal puniihment ftri/bt>i£ evirUfiingly, There is a remark- 
able pafiage to this purpoJe in Tmuus, sAn, tf/ which very live- 
ly rcprefents the miferable ftate of a difirafted tyrant: It is 
the beginning of a. Letter h^OkTthtrim to the Senate.* S»*^ 
fcribam vhtj, F. C, am ^utmedt fcrihtm^ 4Mt ^uid •mnin§ mm 
firiUm koc temp ft ^ DH mcDtd^tt* ftjut fCf^At f«iw pcrilC 
^'M'dfemt'o, ppiiu 

]S>ut 
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\ But thou (tho* pMm m-g'd thy frantic deed) 

Whofe fpear ill-fated makes a Goddels bleed, 
|f Know thou, whoe'er with heav'nly pow*r contends,. 

Short is his date, and foon his glory ends; 

From fields of death when hte he (hall retire^. 

No infant on his knees fliaD caH him Sire. 

Strong as thou art, fomet?od may yet be fbond;. 
koTo ftretch thee pale and gafping on the ground ; 

#. 49S. /V« ra/W M kit kiMts fMfcsU him /r«.] This is ff#* 
fn^s maaner oi foiecetling that he fliall peiUh uofononiitelf 
io btttel, which is infinitely a more art ml way of conveying 
thtt thodkht than bj a diccA-eapteffion. He does not fimply; 
%i he Oiail nerer return from the war, but intimates as 
nnch by defcribing the loTs of the moft fenilble and afl^fting 
pleafure that a warrior can receive at his return. Of the like 
satnie is ehe prophecy at the end of this fpeech of the hexo't 
<lcath, by reprefenting it- io a dream of his wife's. There are 
nany fine ftr oket of this kind in the prophetical parts- of the 
pid Tefiament. Nothing is more natural than Dfm*% form- 
ing thefe images of revenge a^n DUmti^ the hope of which . 
vcdgeance was Co proper a topick of confblatton to Venms, 

f* 500. T» Jirttch tbet f4/#, Ccc] K/iji/ has taken notice of 
tills threatning denunciation of vengeance, tho' fulfill'd in 
> liferent maonec, where DitmtJL in his anfwer to the Embaf- 
f^ier of K. LMtmiu ennmerates hts mtsfotttues, and imputes 
the eavTe of them to this impiotts attempt upon Vtnm. </£- 

hniSffi Di9s pMriis m ttdditus •ns 
On^Mginm •fumm 4t fttlchrsm Cafydan* vidtrtm f 
iimu €:iMm tnttihiU vifu f»r. tntd fetfHummr : 
£t fieri mmiji fttUnmt t/£^it»r4i ftnms : 
fktminikmfifit* vn^mtmr «v«i (^m dtr» mt§rmm 
SuffUdsfJ & fcfuUs Uerjm§fis vwcikms imfitnt* 
Hm idti Mr f7/« mkijMm fptrmds fd*rmu 
Ttmfr*^ eim fnr9 cmUJtid CQrftn dnmm 
v^firwi dr Kifwrii vitUvi vuhtrs dtxtn^. 
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Thy diftaat wife, JEgUh the fair. 

Starting from deep with a diftraded air, 

Shall rowze thy ilaves, and her loft Lord deplore. 

The brave, the greats the glorious, now no more ! 

fOf This faid, (he wip*d from Venui wounded palm 
The facred Uhor^ and infus*d the balm. 
^HM and PaUds with a fmile furvey'd, 
And thus to J^vi began the blue-ey*d maid. 
Permit thy daughter, gracious jF^w' to tell 

JiOHow this mifchance the Cyfrian Queen befell*; 
As late (he try'd with pa(iion to inflams * 
The tendecbofom of a GrecUn^dzmCf 
AUur'd.the fair with moving thoughts of )6y^^- 
To quit her country for fome youth of Tr^; 

S^STht dafping Zone, with golden buckles bound, 
Raz*d her fbft hand with this lamented wound. 

>^. 501. Thy di/famt w//f,] The Poet fccms here to compfie- 
meot the fait fex at the expcnce of truth, by concealing 'be 
chara^er of e/£$(Wr, whom he has defviibed with the Jifpo* 
iitio« or' a faithful wife ; tho* the Ir Tt^ry of chofe times rep.c- 
ftnts hei as an abandond prciliiuic, who gave a^ )-er own 
pexfon and Jicr husband's crown to her lover So that Dio^^hd 
Bt his return from Trty, when hr fxpefted tt>be rccciv'd \^':il\ ' 
aJl the tendernefs of a Ic mg Tpoule.. four.d his Led ...;d 
throne poflcfs'd by an aduUerer, was forcM to fly air. .ounrry, 
and feck refuge and Jubiiftc^ce in foreign lanas. Thu. ilk 
offended Goddefs exccut.d her vengeance by the proper ? HI l^s 
ef her own power, by involving thi hero in a feries oi iw'S- 
foituaes piOGCcdiog fxoai the Ueontincnce of his wife. 
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The Sire of Gods and men Aiperior fmird». 
Andy caUing. Vinus^ thus addrcft his child. 



Not 



#. jT7. TIm She #/ G$ds Hodmen fuffrUr fmiPd.1 One may 
•^feive the decorom and decency our Authoc conftantly pre* 
ferves on this occafion : ' Jufittr only fmilesj the other Gods^ 
Ut^h tit. That Htmer was no enemy to mirth may appear- 
fiom feveral places of his poem j which fo ferious as it is, is 
ioteifpersM with many gaieties, indeed moxe than he has beon 
follow'^ in by the fucceeding Epic Poets. Milton^ who was 
perhaps fonder of him than the reft, has given moft into the 
ludicrous s of which his pnradi/e •f fools in the third book, and 
)aijejtini »ngeh in the fixth, are extraordinary inftances. Up- 
•n the confufion of Bsilftl, he fays there was grtat l^tghfr in 
Amv«>i :. at HomiT calls the tknghtei of the Gods in the fitft 
^ok Jt^l&tT^ yixmiy an imxtingm/bMlrtt lauih : But the fcrip- 
tut might perhaps embolden the Enil/Jb Poet, which fays, The 
l»rd JbiUt Umgb them f [corny and the like. PUuo is yeYV angry 
^HtwHT fox makiojs the Deities laa^, as a high inacccAcy 
tod offence to gravity. Ke fays thedods in out Authoi re- 
prefeot magiftrates and perfons in authority, and are defigned 
*s examples to fnch.:. On this fuppofition>-he blames him for 
ptopofine immoderate langhtei as a thing decent in great 
ineo. I forgot to take notrce in its proper place, that the epi- 
thet mextinpu'/bakU is not to be taken litterally fordiflblute ob 
c^ers mirth, bat was only a phralc of that time ta fignifj 
^earfulnels and feafonable gayety j in the fame manner as we 
jnay now fay, to dtt with tMrngbtir, without being underftood to 
oe iji danger of dying with it. The place, time, and occafion 
J'cre all agreeable to mirth : It was at a banquet ; and P/«r« 
flimfelf relates feveral things that paft at the banquet of w4- 
t^hoit^ which had not been either decent ot rational at any 
<^iier feafbo. The fame may be faid of the prefent pafTage : 
ftUlery could never be more natural than when two of the 
rcmale fez bad an opportunity of triumphing over anothex 
^horn they hated. Homtr makes wifdom her felf not tblc, 
ifta in the prefence of fttfirer, to reiift the temptation. She 
Itcaks into a ludicrous fpecch, and the fupreme being himfclf 
'aochfafea a fmile at it. But this (as E^fftbm xemaiksl ia. 
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Not tliefc, O daughter, tre thy proper cares, 
Jl® Thee milder arts befit, and foftcr wars; -^ 

Sweet fmil^ are thine, and kind endearing channs» 

To Mars and PoIIas leave the deeds of arms. '] 

Thus they in heav'n: While on' the plain below 

The fierce T'$iid^$ charg'd his J^dan foe,^ 
f 25' Fluih'd with cdeftial Uood purfu'd his way, \ 

And fearlefs dar'd the threatning God of day; 

Akeady in his hopes he faw him kill'd, 

Tho' fcreen'd. behind AfoUo% mighty (bidd. 

J- 
Thrice nifliing furious> at the chief he firook;. 

f 30 His blazing buckler thrice AfJEU ifaook : ^ ; 

He trj'd the fourth: when breaking ftom the dondlii j 
A more than mortal voice was heard aload. 
O ibn of TyirM/, ceafdf be wife, and fee 
How vaft the difference of the Gods and thee f 
jjj Diftance immenfe ! between the pow'n that fliiMr 
. Above, eternal^ deatfalefs, and divine, 
And mortal man ! a wretch of humble birth,^ 
A (&ort-liv*d reptile in the duli of earth. , 



'A 



■1 

not introduced wichont judgment and pieeaiitionv FOi wc (ee'- 
he makes Mmtttm fiift beg jKfinr'i peimiflion foi this piece 
of Arcedom, Pmm thy ddi$fhtir^ grueims Jove i in which he aiUr i 
the rca4cx*« leave. tg cnUTen Jiis naixacioA with this ficcc or. 
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fpoke the God who darts celeftial fires ; 
[reads his fury^ and fome fteps retires. 
D Phxifffi bore the chief of Venuf' race 
Tr$y*s high fane, and to his holy place ; 
M there and Phatki heard the wound, 
1 vigor arm'd him> and with glory aown*d. 
s done, the patron of the filver bow 
tuntom raisM^ the fame in Qiape and (how 

WiA 

f 40. H4 dfHt i h kis fmjy jW f§im Jttfs rttim. } Ditmtd ftilt 
itaios his ioticpid cfaaxaftei ; he letiicft him Jl*p t tw 
horn ^Hih. The conduft of H«ffur is rcmtikabjy jolt 
rtcioiial hcrew He gives Di0mid no Ton of adirantege o^/et 
kf becanfe be would not feign what was entirely incre- 
t- Mad what no aUemy could fv&iff^ ite wounds Vmns 
tfsrf» as it is morally pofible to overcome the. iireguTac 
>as which are teprefented by tfaofe Deities. But it is im<^ 
t>le to vanquifli uAp^lU, in whatlbever-capaoity be is con- 
edy either as the Smn^ or^as Dtfimy : One onAV Ihoot at the 
rat not hurt him, and one may ftrive agalnu defiiny» but 
foanoiint it. Em/isthiits, 

546. w4 pbdmnm rsis^d.} The fi^ion of a God's placing 
lantomc inftead of the hero, to delude the enemy and 
inue the cngagemec i means no more than that the ene-> 
thought he was in the battel. This is the language of 
ry, which ptefecs a marvellous £ftion to a plain and 
•le tnsth, the recital whereof wotdd be cold and unaffcA* 
Thus Mimrv*s gaidtng a javelin, fignifies only that it 
thrown whh an and dexterity; Mats taking upon him the 
e of ^>ifsmm^ that the courage of ^<amji mcited him to 
9, and ta like manner of the reft. The prefent paiTage 
>pied by ^*rp^ in the tenth u£nnd, whece the fpeftre of 
m is railed by Jm» or the ^ir, as it is here by ^ptlU ox 
9mi both equally proper to be employed in forming av 
irition. Whoever will compare the two authors on thl^ 
iOL will oblerve with what admicablft ^xi% txA yitan 



! 
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With great J£neas', fuch the form he bore. 
And fuch in fight the radiant arms he wore» 
Around the fpedlre bloody wars are wag*d» 

f j'O And Greeci and Troy with clafhing (hields engaged 
Meantime on lllont tow'r Afollo ilood. 
And calling Marsy thus urg*d the raging God. - 

Stern pow*r of arms, by whom the mighty fall^ 
Who bathe in blood, and (hake th' embattd'd walll. 

f fyJlife in thy wrath ! to hell's abhorr*d abodes 
Diif)atch yon' Greek, and vindicate the Gods. 
Firft rofie Venus felt his brutal rage; 
Me next he charg'd, and dares all heav'n engage: 

The wretch would bra ve high heav'hs immortal firft- 
5^ His triple thunder, and his bolts of fire . 
The God of battel .iffues on the plain, 
Stirs all the ranks, and fires the Trojan train; 
In form like jicamas^ the Thraclan guide, 
Enrag'd, to Tr<>y's retiring chiefs he cry'd : 

cjtquifite ornaments, the litter has improved 4nd l>eaiitt^ 
his original. ScAligtr in comparinj^ thefe places, has a!fafun^ 
cenHared the phantom'e of H§meT tot its ina-fttricy i wheieas t 
was only fbrm'd to reprefent the hero Ijring. on the gtoiii4 
without any appeance of life or motion. Spmrgr. in. ^ 
eighth canto or the third book feems to hare improTod tUi 
imagination, in the creation of .his falfe FiwimJ^ who pet" 
forms all the funftions of lifb^ and {irdoccafioii fox^.maB] 
adrcAtuiei. 

Hon 
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How long ye fons of Priam I will ye fly, 
[And unrcveng'd fee Pr'tami people die ? 

dll unrefifted fliall the foe dellroy, 
I And ftretch the flaughter to the gates of Trv^f 
Lo brave Mmas finks beneath his wound, 
^Not godlike &5lor more in arms renown'd: 
Hade.ally and take the generous warrior's part. 
Hefaid; new courage fwelFd each hero's heart, 
Sarfed^n firit his ardent foul exprefs'd. 
And, tum*d to He^r, thefe bold words addrefs'd. 
I Say, Chief, is all thy ancient valour lofl, 
Where are thy threats, and where thy glorious boaft, 
That propt alone by Priam s race (hould (land 

Troy'sdcrci walls, nor need a foreign hand? 

! J^. 575. The Speech »f Sarpedon to Hcftor.] It will be hard 

to find a ipeech more warm and fpifited than this -of Sdrpedon^ 

Or which comprehends Co much ia ib few words. Nothing 

Could be more artfully tJiought upon to pique Heffetf who was 

^ jealous of his country's glory, than to tell him he had 

'^nnerly concetv'd too great a notion of the Tfejan valour ; 

^d to exaic the auxiliaries above his countrymen. The de* 

Option Sdrfedon giyes of the little concern or intereft him- 

%tf had io the war> in oppoilcion to the oeceflity and immi- 

4cat danger of the Trpjans, greatly ftrengthens this preference, 

*ad lays the charge very home upon their honour. In the 

lattec pan, which prefcribes He^tr his duty, there is a parti- 

CoUt: reprimand, in telling him how much it-behoves him to 

^imate and encourage the auxiliaries 3 for this is to fay in 

fxher words, you fliould exhort them, aod they arc forc*d on 

the cpAUary to czhoxt you. 

Now, 
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Now, now thy country calls her wanted friends, 
j^ And the proud vaitnt in jaft derifion ends. 

Remote they (land, while alien troops oigage, ^ 

Like trembling hounds before the lion's rage. 

Far diitantjience I held my wide command. 

Where foaming x^mkus laves the Lycidn land, 
j^j* With ample wealth (the wi(h of mortals) blcft, 

A beauteous wife, aad infant at her breaft; t 

With thofe I left whatever dear coidd be; 

Greece^ if (be conquers, nothing wins from' me. 

Yet firft in fight my Lycian bands I chear, 
f 90 And long to meet this mighty man ye fear. 

While HeSior idle (lands, nor bids the brave ' 

Their wives, their infants, and their altars fave. 

Hafte, warrior, hafte ! preferve thy threatened ftatc; 

iOr one vaft burft of all-involving fate 
f9f Full o'er your tow'rs (hall fall, and fweep away 

ISons, fires, and wives, an undiftingui(h'd prey. 

Ro wxe all thy Trojans^ urge thy aids to iight ; 

Thefe clai m thy thoughts by day, thy watch by night : 

With force inceilant the brave Greeks oppofe; 

€00 Such cares thy friends deferve, and fuch thy foes. 

Stung to the heart the gen'rous He^r hears* 

But j uft reproof w ith deccnL^cnce_bear$, 

I From 
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'rom his prpad car the Prince impetaous fprings; 
)q earth he leaps; his brazen armour i^gs^ 
Two (hilling fpears are brandi&*d in his hands ; 
Thus arm*d9 he animates his droopiog bands^ 
levives their ardw, turns thck fteps fh)m flight, 7 
&nd wakes anew the dying flames of fight. ' / 
They tura« they iland: The Greeks their fury dare^ 
Condenfe their pow'rs, and wait the growing war. 

As when, on Ceres' (acred floor, the fwain 
Spreads the wide fan to clear the golden grain^ 
And the light chaff, before the breezes bom» 
Afcends in clouds from off the heapy corn; 
The grey duft, riling with coUe&ed winds. 
Drives o*6r the barn, and whitens all the hinds. 
So white with diiil the Grecian hoft appears; 
From trampling Aeeds, and thund'ring charioteers. 
The dufky douds from laboured earth arifc, 
) And roll in fmoaking volumes to the (kies. 
Mars hovers o'er them with his fable (hicld» 
And adds oew horrors to the darkened (ield; 

#.<xi. Ceres* C^tcr4d.fio9r.} H«mtfr calls the threfhtng il«oc 
ftcrtd (fays Eufituhius) not only as it was confccratcd to Ortt^ 
^at is tegaid of its gicat ufe and advantage to human kind j 
in which Omfe alfo he frequently gives the (ame epithet to 
mki^ Acc. This iimiie is of an 4exquiiite beauty. 

Ple»s*4 
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Plcas'd with his charge, and ardent to fulfill 
In Triry's defence Afolb*s hcav nly will : 

62j'Soon as from fight the bluc-ey'd maid retires, 
Each Trojan bofom with new warmth he fires. 
And now the God, from forth his facred fane. 
Produced ^neas to the (houting train-; 
Alive, unharm'd with all his peers aromid, 

tfjoEred he flood, and vigorous from his wound: 
Enquiries none they made; the dreadful day 
No paufe of words admits, no dull delay; 
Fierce Difcord ftorms, jlfollo loud exclaims. 
Fame calls, Mars thunders, and the field's in flames. 

6^j; Stern Diomed with either jfjax flood, 
And great ulyfes^ bath'd in hoflile blood. 
Embodied dofe, the lab*ring Grecian train 
The fierceft (liock of charging holts fuflain ; 
Unmov'd and filent, the whole war they wait,. 

(ijo Serenely dreadful, and as fix'd as fate. 

So when th* embatterd clouds in dark array- 
Along the^ikies their gloomy lines difplay. 

When 

j^.641. S9 when th*emhatte^d cUuds."] This £mHe contains 
as proper a compaiifon, and as £nc a pi£iute of nature as 
any in Homer : However it is to be feai^d the beauty and pro- 
priety of it will not be very obvious to many readers, becaufe 
It is the defcription of a natural appearance which they have 
Boc had aa oppoit unity to xcmaxk, and which can be obferved 
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When now iht North his boift'rous rage hasfpent. 
And peaceful fleeps the liquid clement, 

%Thc low-hung vapors, motionlefs and ftill, 
Reil on the fummits of the fliaded hill; 
Till the mafs fcatters as the winds arife, 
Difpers'd and broken thro* the ruffled (kics. ^ 
Nor was the Gen'ral wanting to his train, 

^50 From ttoop to troop he toils thro* all the plain. 



only in a mountainous country. It happens frequently in 
very calm weather> that the atmofphere is charg'd with thick 
vapors, whofe gravity is fuch that thcjr neither rife not fall, 
but remain poiz*d io the aix st a ceitain height, where they 
continue frequently for feveral days together. In a plain 
country this occafions no other vifible appearance, bnt of an 
uniform clouded sky$ but in a hilly region thefe vapors are 
to be feen covering the tops, and iiretch'd along the iideft 
of the mountains J the clouded parts above being terminated 
and difiinguiflVd from the clear parts below by a fttait line 
running parallel to th« horizon, as far as the. mountains ex- 
tend. The whole compafs of nature cannot afford a nobler 
aud more txiOt reprcfentation of a numerous army dra^n 
up in line of battel, and expe^iog the charge. The long- 
extended even front, the clofenefs of the rauks, the firmnefs, 
orderT'and filetKe of the whole, are all drawn with great re- 
fcmblance in this one comparifon. The Poet adds, that this 
apoearance is while 5»r«Af and the orherboifteious winds, which 
diiperfe and break the clouds, axe laid aileep. This is as 
exaft as it is poetfcal j for when the winds arife, this regular 
order is foon diflblvM. This circumfiance is added to the 
deicrtpcioni as an ominous anticipation of the flight and dif* 
iipation of the Gntkt^ which foon eniued when H/in and HtStr 
bfloke in upon them. 
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Ye Gmkiy be men! the charge of battel bear; 
Your brave affociates, and yourfelves revere ! 
Let glorious ads more glorious ads infpire. 
And catch from bread to breaft the noble fire \ 

6ss On valor's fide the odds of combate lie. 
The brave Uvc glorious ^ lamented die; 
The wretch who .trembles in tiie fidd of fme. 
Meets death, and worfe than death, eternal (hame. 
Thefe words he feconds with his flying lance, 

660*^0 meet whofe point was ftrong Deicoons chaQCc; 
^neas friend, and in his native place • 
Honoured and lov'd like Priam s royal race : 

j^. 6ji. Ti Greeks hi ffun, -Sec] If H^mtr in the longer 
fpcechcs of the IM^ fays aU that could be faid by eloquence, 
in the Ihorter he fays ail that can be- (jud with judgment. 
Whatever fome few modem Criticks have thought, it will be 
. found upon due lefiexion, that the length or brevity of his 
Speeches is determin'd as the occafions eithei allow leifure 
or demand hafte. This «oncife oration of u4i*m<mtfn is a 
niafterpiece in the Laconic way. The exigence required he 
ihould fay fomething very, powerful- and no time was to be 
loft. He therefoie warms thebrave and the timorous by one 
and the (amc exhortatioq, whfch at once moves by the love 
of glory, and the fear of death It i« ftort and full> like that 
of the brave Si.§tch General under GufiAvus, who upon fight 
of the enemy, faid only this; ^^e ye t/j»Je Uisi Either feU 
them, or they it felt yeu. 

f' C$1. Tour brave ajfoeUtes and your fehet revere.'^ This no- 
ble exhortation of sA^Ajnemmn is correfpondent to the wife 
fcheme of Nejinr in the (econd book : where he advifed to 
rank the foldieis of the fame nation together, that being 
known to each orher, stil might |)c incited either by a gCne- 
icus emulation or a deccat ihamc^ S^endaom, 

'^ Long 
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Long had he fought the foremoft in the field; 
But now the monarch's lance tranfpierc'd his (hieh 

^fHis (hield too weak the furious dart to (lay, 
Thro' his hroad belt the weapon forc'd its way; 
The griily wound difmifs'd his foul to helJ, 
His arms around him rattled as he fell. 
Then fierce -^W4f brandifliing his blade, 

670 In dttft Orjilochm and Crethon laid, 

Whofe fire D'mkus^ wealthy, brave and great-> 
In well-built PrWrf held his lofty feat : 
Sprung from Alpheus, plenteous ftream ! that yielc 
Encreafc of harvefts to the PyUdn fields: 

^75" He got Orfilochus, Biocleus he, 

And thcfe defcended in the third degree. 
Too early expert in the martial toiU 
In fable (hips they left their native foil, 
T avenge Atrides: Now, untimely flain, 

^S^Thcy fell with glory on the Phrygian plain. 
So two young mountain hons, nurs'd with blood 
In deep'recefles of the gloomy wood, 
Ru(h fearlefs to the plains, and uncontroul'd 
Depopulate the ftaDs and wafte the fold; 

^8; Till picrc'd at diftance from their native den. 

O'er powcr'd Xhtf Itll beneath the force of men. 

D * Profli 



f4 HOMER s ILIAD. BookV. 

Proftrate on earth their beauteo us bodies \%\ ^ 
Like mountain Firs, a s tall and ftrait as thev . 
Great Meneldus views with pitying eyes, 
90 Lifts his bright lance, and at the vidlor flies ; 

Mars urg'd him on ; yet, ruthlefs in his hate, 

« 

The God but urg'd him to provoke his fate. 

He thus advancing, Nejiors valiant fon 
• Shakes for his danger, and neglects his own ; 
95* Struck with the thought, fliould Helens lord be flain, 

And all his country's glorious labours vain. 

Already met the threatning heroes ftand ; 

The fpears already tremble in their hand ; 

f. 69T. Mars Mr£d him on."] This is anothfr inftancc of 
what has been in general obferv'd in the difccurfe on the 
buttels of Homery his artful manner of making us meafuce one 
hero by another. We have here an cxaCt fcale of the valour 
of €/£neas and of Mtnelatts ; how much the former outweighs 
- ttht latter, appears by wharis faid o£ Mars in thefe liifcs, and 
by the neceflity of ^ntito€hMt*s M^ing MeneiMts : as afterwards 
what overbalance that afHftance gave him, by t^iEneas^s re- 
treating from them both. How very nicely are thefe degrees 
mark'd on either hand ? This knowledge of the difference 
which nature itfelf lets -between one man and another, makes 
onr Author neither blame thefe two heroes, for going againft 
one, who was fuperior to each of them in ftrength j nor that 
one, for retiring from both, when their conjua£lion made 
/them an overmatch to him. There is great judgment in all 
this. 

jl^. 606, s^»d all his fHntry*s glorious labours vain.'] For (as 
^^amemft0»f faid in the fourth book upon MenelaUi*s being . 
wounded) if he were flain, the war would be at an end, and 
the Gueh ihijik only of -xctuxning to thcix country. Sfon^ 

In 
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h ruih'd Atttilechus, his aid to bring, 

Aiid fall or conquer by the Spartan King. 

Thefe feen, the Dardan backward turn*d his courfCy 

Brave as he was> and (hunn'd unequal force. 

The breathjcfs bodies to the Greeks they drew; 

Then mix in combate, and their toils renew. 
J Firft PyUwews, great in battel, bled. 

Who (heath'd in brafs the PaphUgonlans led. 
Atrides mark'd him where fabUme he Aood; 
Fix*d in his throat, the jav'lin drank his blood. 
The faithful Mydon^ as he tum*d from fight 
?lOHis flying courfers, funk to endlefs night: 
A broken rock by Neftors fon was thrown; 
His bended arm receiv'd the falling ftone. 
From his numb'd hand the iv'ry-ftudded reins 
Dropt in the duft, are trail'd along the plains: 
^^f Meanwhile his temples feel a deadly wound; 
He groans in death, and ponderous finks to ground : 
Deep drove his helmet in the fands, and there 
The head ftood fix'd, the quivering legs in air: 
'Till tranjpled flat beneath the courfer's feet, 
710 The youthful vidlor mounts his empty feat, 
And bears the prize in triumph to the fleet. 
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Great He^crfzw, and raging at the view 
Pours on the Greeks: The Trojan troops purfue; 
He fires his hoft with animating cries, 

y2j' And brings along the Furies or the fkies. 
Marr, (lern deflroyer ! and Bellona dread, - 
Flame m the front, and thunder at their head: 
This fvvells the tumult and the rage of fight; 
That (hakes a fpear that cafts a dreadful h'ght ; 

^joWherc He^or njarch'd, the God of battels fhin*d, 
Now florm^d before him, and now rag'd behind. 

Iodides paus*d amidft his full carrier ; 
Then firft the Hero's manly bread knew fear. 
As when fome fimplc fwain his cot forfakes, 

^9 j* And wide thro* feus a^^ unknown jourgey takes; 
If chance a fwelling brook his pafiage (lay, 
And foam impervious croft the wanderer's wjy, 
Confus'd he flops, a length of country pad. 
Eyes the rough waves, and tifd, retuxns at laft 

f, 725. Mars, fitrn di/fro^er, fltc] There if a gieat noW^ 
rer> iti this paiTtge. Wth what pomp is He^or intioduc'd 
hito the battel, wheie Man and Btliona aie his attendants^ 
The retreat of Diomcd is uo le(s beautifuU Minerva had ic- 
movM the mift from hisej^.s, and he immediately difcovers 
Man AiXiHing Hecitr^ His furprize on this occaHon is fineijf 
fnug'd by tuac of the traveller on the fudden light of the 

Amaz'd 
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740 Amaz'd no lefs the great Tydides ftands ; 

He ftay'd, and turning, thus addrefs'd his bands. 
No wonder, Greeks/ that aH to Hector yield. 

Secure of fev'ring Gods, he takes the field: 

His ftrokes they fccond, and avert our fpears r 
74J'Behold where Man in mortal arms appears ! 

Retire then warriors, but ledate and flow ; 

Retire, but with your faces- ta the foe. 

Truft not too much your unarvailing might; 

Tis not with Troy but with the Gods ye fight. 
ISO Now near the Greeks the black battaHons drew; 

And firft two Leaders valiant He^or flew. 

His force jfnchialus and Mnejlhe, found,^ 

In ev'ry art of glorious war renown'd ; 

In the fame car the chiefe to combatc ride; 
yjj And fought united, and united dy'd. 

Struck at the fight, the mighty Ajax glows 

With thirft of vengeance, and aflaults the foes. 

His mafly fpear with matchlefs fury fenj, 

Thro' AmphtMr belt and heaving belly went : 
7fo Ampbius AfAfus happy <jpil poflefs'd. 

With herds abounding, and with treafure blefs*d; 

But Fate refilUefs from his country led 

The Chief, to perifb at bis people's head. 

D 4 Shool 
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Shook with his fall his brazen armour rung, 
^65" And fierce, to feize it, conqu'ring A] ax fprung: 
Around his head an iron tempefl rain'd ; 

A wood of fpcan his ample flueld fuftain'd ; 

Beneath one foot the yet-warm corps he preft^ 

' And drew his javlin from the bleeding breaft : 

70 He could no more; the (how*ring darts deny'd 

To fpoil his glitt'ring arms, and plumy pride. 

Now foes on foes came pouring on the fields* 

With bridling lances, and compared (hields; 

TiD m the ftcely circle ftraiten'd round, 
7j'Forc*d he gives way, and ftcrnly quits the grotmd. 
While thus they ftrive, lUfoUmm the great, 

Urg'd by the force of unrefifted fate. 

Bums with defire Sarpedotis drength to prove; 

AUides' oflfspring meets the fon of J9v$. • 
SoSheath'din bright arms each adverfe Chief came on> 

Jove's great defcendent, and his greater fon. 

Prepared for combate, c're the lance he toft. 

The daring Rhadian vents his haughty boaft. 

What brings this Lyckn Counfellor fo far, 

gjTo tremble at our arms, not mix in war? 

Know 

j^. 7?4. Wh*t Orings this Lycian cBUnfelUr /# /ir.] There is a 
paiticulax Saxcaim in Tl^tUvkU^t caliiag Sdrfidm in this 

place 
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Know thy vain felf, nor^et their flatt'ry move> 
Who ftyle thcc fon of cloud-compdling Jovi. 
How far unlike thofe Chiefs of race divine^ 
How vaft thtf difference of their deeds and thine ? 

)90 jf*w got fucb Heroes as my Sire, whofe Soul 
No feai; could daunt, nor earth, nor hell controuL 
Troy felt his arm, and yon* proud ramparts fiand 
Rais'd on the nuns of his vengeful hand : 
With fix fmall ibips, and but a ilender train, 

795He left the town, a wide deferted plain. 
But what art thou? who deedlefs look'fl around,. ^ 
While unreveng'd thy Lyaams bite the gromid; 
Small aid to Tny thy feeble force can be, 
Bot wert thou greater, thou muil yield to me- 

ooPicrc*d by my fpear to endleft darknefs goi 
I make this prefent to the (hades below». 



place At/x/»f BuXf^^^t, Lycttrn Otmfelhr, onei>etter«KUl'a lor 
oratory than war } as he was the Govertaor of a people who 
had long been in peace, and probably Hf we may guefs from 
his charafter in Homer) rcmaikabJe for his fpeeches. This i» 
lightly ob(brved by Sp§mUnms^ tho' not taken noiiec df by 
M. Oaciet. 

ir. 7px. Troy fth his ttrm.'] He alltides to the hiftory of the- 
Hrft definition of T^er by fhnmhf, occafion'd by L*mted»fi^ 
Jtfofingthat Hero the horfes^wMch were the lewaid pf oini€*4i» 
him fox the delivery of his dxugbtex fitfi*M» 

Vy s H^ The 
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f The fon of Hercules^ AtRhoiian guTde, 
Thus haughty fpoke. The LjMn King rcply'd: 
Thy Sire, O Prince ! o'ertum'd the Trejan ftatcj. 

^f Whofc perjufd Monarch well deferv*dhis fate ; 
Thc^e heav'nly fteedi the Hero fought fo for, 
Falfe he detaitt'd, the juft reward of war: 
Norfo content, the gen'Irou* Chief defy'di 
With bafe reproaches and unmanly^ pride. 

Ifc^But you, nnworthy the high fate you boaft,. 
Siall raife Tny-gk>ry when thy own is loft : 
Now meet thy fote, and by $Mrfedon (lain,. 
KAioiktrttwt gjtoft to Plmtfs gloomy refgn. 
He faid': doth jaY'hns at aninftant ftew:- 

ti^Both ftrook, both wounded; .but Sarp$don'% flew: 
Full in the-bodifter's neck the weapon flood, 
Transfix'd his throat, and drank the vital bloody 
The foul difdamful feeks the caves of night. 
And hia feal'd eyes for ey^r bf<^ the light*. 



#; Sc^tf With.- ksfi^ Hffdtbis dmi ' mtmsniy ^di. ] M^hinlcs 
tiie(e woids mmA ivivmm /u^d-M include the chief ding of Sar- 
f4d9n*$ anfwei to TU^tlemMSy which no Commentatoi that I' 
nemember has ceroaik*d. He tells him. Ld^mtdtn defeiv'd hiii 
4piifoj[Cunei not only for his perfidy, but foi injuiing a brave 
man with nnmfinly and (canitalous reproaches.}, ailudiag«to> 
tUiia which TU^tmmtktd juil oefoxc caft upDu hi'm. 

• Yet 
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I20 Yet not in yain, Tkf^Upms, was thrown 
Th7 angry lance; which piercing to the bone 
Sarfedcns thigh, had robb'dthe Chief of breath; 
But Jwe was prefent, and forbad the death; 
Born from the conflift by his Lycian throngs 
*^JThc wounded Hero dragged the lance along. 
(His friends, each bufy'd in his fcv'ral part. 
Thro* hade, or danger, had not drawn the dart.) 
Tht Greiks with flain TlcfoUmM retir'd; 
Wbofe £all.l7/y/« view'd, with fury fir'd ; 
^3^ Doubtful if 2iw#'s great fon he (hould purfue,. 
Or pour his vengeance on the Lycian crew. 
But heav'n and fate the firft dcfign withftand. 
Nor this great death mull grace Vlyjfgs hand, 
Minerva drives him on the Lycian train; 
hsMaftor^ Chromius^ Halinsy flrow'd the plain, 
Aicaudiff Prytanis, NoenMn fell. 
And i^umbersL more his fword had fent to hell : i 
But Ht^ifr (aw ; and furious at the fight, 
Rufh'd terrible amidft the ranks of fight, 
40 With joy Sarftdon view'd the wiih'd relief. 
And fiunt, lamenting, thus implorM the Chief. 

Oh fuffer not the foe to bear away 
Mv helplefs corps^ an unailided prey. 
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If I9 unBlefty mud iee my fbn no morej 
84J'My much-lov'd confort, and my native (bore,. 

Yet let me die in iilww's facrjed wall ; • 

Trvj^ in whofc caufe I fell, fliaU mourn my fall. 

He faid, nor HtHot to the Chief replies^ 
But (hakes his plume^ and fierce to combate fiies» 

Swift 



J^.l4r. Ar«f Heftor U the Chief repl'es.} ffomer is in oothing 
more admirable than in the excetlenc ofe he intkes of the 
JiUnce of the perfon he introduces. It would be endlefs ta 
collet all the infttnces of thii truth throughout bis Poem; 
yet I cannot but put toeether thofe thdc have already oc- 
curred in the coutfe of this work, and leave to the reader the 
pleafure of obfeiving it in what remains. The dlence of the 
iwo Heralds, when th^ were to take Brifiis from ^chfhj, in 
ti^» I. of which fee note on f, 4}o. In the third book, when 
Jris tells H*Un the two rivals were to fight in her quarreU and 
that all Tr§y wete (landing fpefkators} that guilty Princefii. 
makes no anfwer, but cafts a veil over her face and drops a ' 
tear; and when ihe comes juft after into the prefence of Pri' 
am, (he (peaks not, *till after he has in a particular mancet 
cncouragM and commanded her. PMris and MtnHatn being 
|u(l upon the point to encounter, the latter declares his wilhes 
and hopes of conaueft to Heaven \ the former being engag'd 
in an unjuft cau(e, fa^s not a word. In the fourth book* 
when Ji^itir has exprefsM his dcfire to favour Tfy^ Jnna de-* 
claims againft him, bnt the G»ddefs «/ wifdim^ tho* much 
coneernM, holds her peace. When ^^amemnen too talhly re- 
proves Di§med, that Heio remains fiiest, and in the true cha- 
rafter of a rough warriour, leaves it to his aftions to fpeak 
for him. In the prefcnt book, when S^rfUon has reprDach*d,, 
Hiff^Ty in an open and generous manner, Heller prefervlng the' 
£ime warlike chgrader, letnrna no anfwet, but immediately . 
haftens to the bufinefs of the field j as he al(b does in this 
place, where he inftantly brings ofl Smrptden, without To much, 
as telling him he will endeavour his refcue. Chapman wis 
not ienilble of the beauty of this, whenJie imagia'd HeSfer's 

iilcacc 
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SpSwift as a whiiitvind drives the fcatt'ring foes. 
And dyes the-ground with purple.as he goes. 
■Beneath a beech, jfptv's confecrated (hade. 
His mournful friends divine Sarfidon laid: . 
Brave Pelagmy his fav'ritc Chief, was nigh, 

%Who wrench'd the javMn from his fincwy ihi^ 
The fainting foul ftood ready wing'd iox flight. 
And o'er bis eye-balls fwam the (hades of night* 
fiut Boreas rifing freOi, with gentle breath, 
Recall'd his fpirit from the gates of death. 



filenee here proceeded horn the pique he luid cvnceivM at 
Sdrptdtn fox bis Ute reproof of Lin. That tranilAtor ha* 
ooc ftropled to iafcrc this o^iiAioii of his in a grocmdlefs is- 
terpolation altogether foreien to the author. But indeed it 
is a liberty he fre^uentJy cakes, to draw any pallage to (bme- 
new, ^•JTccdTd concett of his taTention ; iniomich, that ve« 

2r often before he ciaaflates any fpceeh, co the ienie or de- 
gn of which he gives feme faaciinl ram of his own« he- 
prepares h by ieveral addirtonal lines .parpofely to prepc^(^ 
the reader of that meaning. Thofe who will take the trou- 
ble may fee 'examples or this in -what he )ers befofe the 
fpceches of Htci9ry Pdrit, aad thittu^ in the fiath book, and 
innumerable other places. 

jl^. S|8. But BoresiS rijhg frt/h.} Ssrptdan^ fainting at th^ 
cxtnUiion of the dart, and reviving by tiie free air, (hewa 
the ^reat judgment of our author in theie matters But howt 
poetically has he cold this truth, in raiiing the God BcreM$ 
to his Hero's afliAaace, and making a little machine of but 
one line? This manner of reprefenting common things ia- 
figure and pexfon, was pexksps the dSeSt of Htt9*t\ t/£gy^ 
tt4» cdacauoju 
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8do The. gen'rous Gre^s^ recede with tardy pace,. '^■ 

Tho* Mars and Hiilor thunder in their face^ 
None turn their backs tamean ignoble flight,. 
Slow thqy retreat, and cv'n retreating, fight. 
Who firft, who laft, by Mars and He£iors hand 

Z6s Stretch'd in their blood, Uy gafping on the fand I 
Teuthras the great, Orfftgsthc renown'd 
For manag*d fteeds^ and Trechtts prcU'd the grounds; 

T 

Next (EndmauSf and (EfMfs offspring dy'd; 
Orejhius lafttell groaning at their fide : 

f. 860. Thigm^fus Greeks, &cj] Thii flow and orderly re-- 
tresit of the Grteki, with their front conftantly turo'd to the 
floemy, is a fine encomium both of their courage and dirci*> 
pline. Thi& manner of retreat w«8 in u(e - among the anci- 
ent L^'tddm^nuHs^ a» were many other martial cuftoms de'' - 
icrib'd by Htmtr, This praftice took its xifb among that 
brave people; from> the apprehenfiont^ of being (lain with a 
wound receiv*d in their backs. Such a misfortune was not 
only attended with, the higheft infamy, but they had found 
a way to punifli them who fuftet'd thus even aft^ thdr 
deith, by dfenying them (as Eufigtkim informs usXtherifes of 
burial. 

#. 8(4. Wh^firfiy wl}0 Ufi, ky Mars mU Hedot*i Imnd- 
Stretched in tbtir lUni, Uy g^f^mg tn- tht fand / 
This manner of breaking into an intenogation, amidft the 
de(bription of a battel, is what ferves very- much to awaken 
the reader. It is here an invocation to the Mufe that piepares 
us for fomething uncommon; and the Mufe is fuppos'd im- 
mediately* to anfwer. Tenth ras the gnat, &c. Virgi/^ 1 think, 
has improved the ihength of this figure by addreffing the 
apoftrophe to the pcrfon whofe exploits he is celebrating^ as 
to CamtlU in the eleventh book, . 

Qitnn telo primum, quern ffiremmm^ afpera virga^ 
DyUis..' Mtt qm$ Immi mammU (»r£«r4 ftmdUf - 
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'^refiius, in his painted mitre gay^ 
[n fat Bxotia held his wealthy fway,. 
Where lakes furround low Hyle's watry plain ; 
A Prince and People ftudious of their gain.- 

Thc carnage Juno from the (kies furvey*d, 
And touched with grief bcfpokc the blue*ey*d maid. 
Oh fight accurft ! Shall ,firithlcft Trvy prevail. 
And (hall our promife to our people fail? 
How vain the word to MeneU'us giv'n 
By Joves great daughter and the Queen of Heav*n> . 
I Beneath his arlns that Priam'^ tow'rs fliould fall; 
If warring God* for ever guard the wall ? 
ACurx, red with fl4ughter, aids our hated foes-: 
Hafte, let us arm, and force with force oppofel 

She fpoke; Minerva burns to meet the wart 
And now Heav'nsEmprefs calls her blazing car. 
At her command ru(h forth the Heeds divine ; 
Rich witk uubmortal gold their trappings (hine. 
Bright HeU^ waits; by Htl'iy ever young, 
The whirling wheels are to the chariot hung. 

a 

t» ttS» ^'^ "'v; bemf*hs Emprtfs caUs hir yUzJng cat, 8cc ] Htnur 

(eenit nevec more delighted than when he has fome occafioa 

of difpLaTtog his skUl in mtcftAnick^, The detail he gives us- 

of this chariot is a beautiful example of it, where he takes 

occadoii to- defcribe- every- difiFcieot part, with a. happiucfsL 

naly tp^bAfc^oadia dcfcxiptioai of this aatiuc. 
. ■ • . * 

4. 
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890 On the bright axle turns the bidden whed 

Of founding brafs; ihc poliflVd axle ftecl. 

Eight brazen fpokes in radiant order- flame;. 

The circles gold, of uncorrupted frame. 

Such as the Heav'ns produce : And round the gold - 
Spy Two braien rings of work divine were roli'd». 

The bofly naves of folid filvcr (hone; 

Braces of gold fufpend the moving throne : 

The car behind an arching figure bore; 

The bending concave formed an arch before. 
900 Silver the beam, th' extended yoke was gold. 

And golden reins th* immortal courfers hoLl 

Herfelf, impatient, to the ready car 

The courfers joins, and breathes revenge and war, 
Pallas difrobes; her radiant veil unty'd, 
jof With flow'rs adoro'd, with art diveriify'd^ 

(The 

j^. 904. 'ft\\t%itfr%hfs'\ This fiAiofl of P4^'#f flTMjing hcfr 
fclf with the arms of Jupiter, fuiely intimates (fays Eu/tsthims) 
that fhcis nothing clfc but th«wifdom of the Almighty. The 
fame author tells us, diat the ancients markMthis place witb^ 
a ftar, to diftinguifh it as one of thofe that were perfe^ily ad- 
mir<'blc. Indeed there is a greacnefs /nd fubiimity in the 
whole p^tfHige, which is aftoniming; and fnpertor to any ima- 
gination but that of Hornet, n?r is there any that might bet* 
tcr give occafion for that celebrated faying, That betvMstbe 
tnty mem vuhc had feen the forms of tht Gtds, §tihe tnlyinMH tu*r 
bud fhev)^ tijtm. With what noblcnefs he dcMbes the dft- 
dot of Juao, the annoox of Mintrva^iAtt cd^ tf ftfittr, fiii*d 

witJi. 
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[The laboured veil her heav'nly fingers wove) 
Rows on the pavement of the court of Jove, 
Now heav'ns dread arms her mighty limbs invcfl, 
"iovts cuirafs blaies on her ample breail; 
Deck'd in fad triumph for the mournful field. 
O'er her broad (houlders hangs his horrid (hield. 
Dire, black, tremendous i Round the margin rolFd, 
A fringe of fcrpents liijBiiig.^ttards the gold : 

Here 



vith tbe figures of H«tr«r, t^j^/jk, Dlfitd^ and all the ret-* 
rozt of war, the tIkSts of his wrath againft men ; ftnd that 
feai with which, bifi powex tod wifdom oveituins whole at- 
niei, and hujqibtes the piide of the Kings who offend him t 
Bat we fltall not wonder arthe onuiual mtiefty of all the(e 
deas, if we coniider that they have a near refemblance to 
bme defertptiont ef the fame kind in the facred wjitinc^, 
ifherethe Almighty is reprefented armM ^ith terror, andde- 
ceading in majefty to be aveng'd on his enemies : The chd^ 
^, the hw9 and the /bUld tf God, are expreflions fxeqcenc 
a the Pfmkm. 

j^.pis. ^ frim^t •f firsts,} Oar a«h»r does not pattictt- 
arly defcribe this ^nge of the fy^xi^t as confiding of fee* 
eots s but that it 4id fb may be learn*d from Htrpd9t»t in 
ii fourth book. ** The Grttki (fays be) bo>rrovred the veft 
' and flueJd <of Mmervn from the liyMns^ only with this dif> 
ftreace, that the Z.^i^'^M fhield wcas fringed with thongs of 
leather, the Gndsu with ierpenrs." And Vtfpi't deicripta^^ 
n of the fame «^'' agrees with this, u£it, g. ;^. 4a 5» 

o£ff'da^s harriferiuny tmrhatu PAiisutit armSy 
Cmsthn f^uamit ferptntum^ amroqut falUnmr^ 

his note U xakenitom Spmddtms, as it atTo. (>!;«/&> *s on nlv^ 
lace i but he has tranilated the palTage of Htr«dotm wto«§> 
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I 

Here all the terrors of grim war appear, 
9^ f Here rages Force, here tremble Flight and Fear, 



Here florm'd Contention, and here Fary frown'd; '' 

And the dire orb portentous Gorgon crown'd. 

The mafly golden helm (he next affumes. 

The dreadful nods with four o*er(hading plumes ; 
ploSo vaft, the broad circumference contains 

A hundred armies on a hundred plains; 

The Goddcfs thus th' imperial car afcends; 

Shook ty her arm the mighty jav'hn bends,. 

Ponderous and huge; that when. her fury buros». 
Silf Proud tyrants humbles, and whole hoils o'ertoms.- 
Swift at the fcourgc th* ethereal courfcrs fly. 

While the fmooth chariot cuts the liquid iky,. 

jBB^ made the Lyhfun fhield hare the fWpentr- which vetefe* 
cuiiar to the GreciAn. By the way 1 muft obferve, that > 
jf/^7*s notes are foe the moft pait a tianfcription of Sfw' 

f* 920. S0 vs/fy the vitdi- areumftrtnet mntatms ^ km»dr§dsr* 
mies.} The words, in the -original ztCM-nv 9^%m m^vhitt/ 
depi^qtv, which are capable of two meanings s either that 
this helmet of Jtfpitir was fuffieient to ha?c covered the ax* 
xnies of an hundred cities, or that the armiea of an bundled 
cities were. engravM upon it. It is here tranflated in fuchia 
manner that it may be taken either way, tho* the Learned arc 
moft inclined to the former fenie, as that idea is gfeatei 
and more extcaordinary, indeed more agreeable ta Hwmer'i 
bold manner, and not extraragant if we call in the aliegor] 
to our affiftance, and imagine it (with M. D^citr) an al 
Infion to the pxQvidence of God that.exccads otok all thi 
uoivexre.. 

. Hcav'l 
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Hcav'n gates fpontaneous open to the pow'rs, 
Hcav*hs golden gates, kept by the winged hours; 

f, JI28. }ieAv*^» gMtts ffontsnHHs •f4H*d.'\ This marvellous ciji^ 
cumftance of the gates of heav*jn opening themfelves of their 
ovQ accord io the dlviaicks that paft thro' them> is copied 
b/Afi/r«w, Lib, 5. 

^tth0giU§ 
Of Hmv'h drriv*iiy tfn gate ft If- 9p«n*d widt 
Oh gtldin hingis tmning, as by tutrl^ 
Divine the f0v* reign xArdiite^ kadfrsm^d^ 

And agaiiif in the feventh book, ^ 

Hidv*H 9piH*d wdi ^ 

Nif evtrduring gstes^ luurmonims fot$ndp 
Oil gulden binges miving 

As the fiAion that the hours are the guards of thofe gateSi 
gaTe him the hint of that beautiful paflage in the beginning 
ofhis^xth. 

The m$m 

Vr4i^i h fbe-cireling h^mrSf withfJU bMd 

ifnbarr^d the gates ef light ^ &C. 

This evpieflSoa of the gaits ef Heat^n fs in the Ed/tern manacr# 
where they t'aid the gdtes of Hearen^ or of earth, for the en- 
tretue or extremniet of Heaven or Earths a phraie ufual in 
the fcriptures, as is obierv'd by Dtuiex, 

f*9l9» Hedv*nt gelden gates kept by tij* winged b^urs,} By the 
bmrs here are meant the feafens^ andfo H4bb*s tran&ates it, 
but (polls the fenfe by what he adds,. 

Tl»e* re thefeafins Jovc the fewer gav0 
xAlent te judge ef early and ef late, 

Wbich is ntteily unintelligible, and nothing like H9mer*$ 
thoughr. Natalie Ctmes eKpTatns it thus, Liy, 4. c. 5. Hemertes^ 
U^9 qteiieta iliadis ntn ftlnm has pertas cmii fervare, fed etiam nU' 
bet indttcere & ferenwn facere^ lum libmntti *J»ippe cum apertnm c<g' 
itim, pntrmm nemtnent peeta, at cUutfum, tekum mtbibies. 
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p^o Commiflion'd in alternate watch they fland» 
' The fun's bright portals and the fltics command. 
Involve in clouds th* eternal gates of day. 
Or the dark barrier roll with eafe away. 
The founding hinges ring : On cither iidc 

pjy The gloomy voliunes, pierc'd with light, divide. 
The chariot mounts, where deep in ambient (Lies 
Confus'd, Olympus hundred heads arife; 
Where far apart the Thund'rcr iills his throne. 
O'er all the Gods, fuperior and alone. 

p^o There with her fnowy hand the Queen reftrams 
The fiery ftecds, and thtis to Jove complains. 
O Sire ! can no refentment touch thy foul i 
Can Mars rebels v^i does no thunder roll ? 
What lawlels rage on yon' forbidden plain, 

945* What rafli deflrudion ! and what heroes flainf 
i Vinns^ and PhoAus with the dreadfiil bow. 
Smile on the flaughter, and enjoy my woe. 
Mad, furious pow'r I whofe unrelenting mind 
No God can govern, and no jafticc bind. 

pj'oSay, mighty Father ! (hall we fcourge his pride. 
And drive from fight th* impetuous homicide ^ 

To whom affenting, thus the Thund'rer faid : 
60 ! and the great Minerva be thy aid. 



T 



( 
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tame the Monfter-god Minerva knows, 
oft' afflids his brutal breaft with woes, 
efaid; Saturnia, ardent to obey, 
.'d her white fteeds along th* atrial way. 
t down the lleep of heavn the chariot rolls, 
een th* expanded earth and flarry poles. 
is a (hepherd, from fome poiilt on high, 
the wide main extends his boundlefs eye; 

)* fuch a fpace of air, with thund'ring found, 
v'ry leap th' immortal courfers bound, 
now they reached, and touch'd thofe banks divine 
:re iilver Simois and Scamander ]om. 

if4. r© tame th« Mii^e^-goa MlnctvA i^»iui.] For it is on- 
'dom that can mafter ftrtngth. It is worth while here to 
c the condud. oi Homer. He makes Mintrvtk^ and not ^ 
to fight wirh if/tr;j bccaufe a combate between Ma^» 
iM# could not be fupported by any allegory to have au- 
«d the fable \ Wiiereas the allegory of a battel be- 
Mmts and Minerva is very open and intelligible. £m- 
r. 

\6o. Vat At a piepherd^ &c.] Ltnginus citing thcle yerfes 
oble inftance of the fublime^ fpeaks to this effed. ** In 
\t a wonderful manner does Homer exalt his Deities | 
ifuring the very leaps of their horfes by the whole 
adth of the horizon? Who is there that confidering the 
{nificence of this hyperbole, would not cry out with 
Ion, That if thefe heaveoJly fteeds were to malce a 
>nd leap, the world would want room for a third ? *' 
)ats me in mind of that paifage in HtJit<Ps Theogony^ 
he defciibes the height of the Heavens, by faying a 
s anvil would be iiinc days in falling from thence to 
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There ^unt ftopp'd, and (her fair Heeds unloos 
Of air condcns'd a vapor ckcumfus'd. 
For thefe, impregnate with celeftial dew. 
On Simdis' brink ambrofial herbage grew. 
p^O Thence to relieve the fainting -^^iv* throng. 
Smooth as the failing doves^ they ghde along. 

j^. 971. Smooth us the girding d9ves.] This fimile is lot 
to exprcfs the lighrnefs find (moochnefs of the moti 
thefe GoddefTes. The doves to which Homer compaxet 
are fard by the ancient icholiaft to leave no imprefli 
their fteps. The word fidTUu in the original may b 
der*d Afcendermnt as well as inceJptruHt ; fb may imply ( 
Dacier tranflates it)' moving without touching the 
which Milton finely calls (mooth-fiiAing txHthont ftef, Vtr^ 
fcribes the gliding of one of thefe birds by an image pi 
to that in this yeife. 



I. Mox Aire Upfa qm'eto, 

%^dit iter liquidnm, eelerej neqtte ctmmovtt star. 

This Icind of tnovement was appropriated to the X^c 
the (y£gyptiAns, as we fee in Heliodcrus, Uh. j. Htruer 
pdilibly have taken this notion from them. And Vi 
that parage where iy£neas difcovers Venms by her gat 
xera inajji patuit Dea, feems to allude to fome mani 
moving that diftinguifli'd divinities from mortals. Thi 
nioA is likewife hinred at by him in the fifth tyEmeid. 
he fo beautifully and briefly enumerates the dxftingv 
maiks of a Deity. 



Divina figna decorh^ 
xArdentefque n$tate oculos: qui fpiritm iit'. 
Urn vHltuSi vocifque fonms, vel grejjfm ennti! 

This pafHige likewife firengthcns what is faid In thi 
a the firft book; ]^,^69^ 
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The bed and bravcft of the Grecian band 
{^ wadike circle) round Iodides Hand: 
Such was their look as lions bath'd in blood, 
75 Or foaming boars, the terror of the wood, 
^ Heav'ns Emprefs mingles with the mortal crowd. 
And fliouts, in Stentors founding voic€, aloud: 
Stentor the flrong, endu'd with brazen lungs, 

Whofe throat furpafs'd the force of fifty tongues, 

ft 

|Bo Inglorious Arglves! to your race a ftiame, 

And only inen in figure and in name; 

Once from xhe walls your timVous foes engaged. 

While fierce in war divine AchllUs rag'd; 

Now iffuing fearlefs they poffefs the plain, 
0f Now win the ftiores, and fcarce the.feas remain^ 
■ Her fpcech new fury to their hearts convey'd; 
^ While near Tydides flood tliAfhinian maid: 
f The King befide his panting fleeds (he found, 

0*crfpent with toil, repofing on the ground: 

#.:97*- StenXOttbt firing, mdn^i vjith hrgxjtn Itmit^ Thcfe 
was a neceffity for cryeis whole voices were ftiongei than or- 
f binary* in thofe ancient times, before the ufe of trumpets 
was known in their armies. And that they were in efteem 
ifterwards may be (een from Htredsmj, where he takes notice 
that DMri»» had in his turn an t/£gyptiAnt whofe voice was 
louder and fironger than any man's -of his age. There is a 
£iither propxiety in H0i»«r'8 attributing this voice tojun^i 
becaufe /*"" *' '^^ other than the ^/r, and becauie the *Air la 
the cau(c of ^'iMu^. £Hfinsh^Hjf SftnchiMs, 

To 



I 
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990 To cool his glowing wound he fate apart, 
(The wound inflidled by the Vjctan dart) 
Large drops of fweat from all his Kmbs dcfcend, 
Beneath his pond'rous fliield his finews bend, . 

Whofe ample belt that o'er his ffioulder lay, 
995* He eas'd; and wafh'd the clotted gore away. 
The Godd^fs leaning o'er the bending yoke, 
Befide his courfcrs, thus her filence broke. 

Degen'rate Prince! and not oiTydeus* kind, 
Whofe little body.lodg'd a mighty mind. 

looo^orcmoft he prefs'd in glorious toils to (hare, 
And fcarcc refrain'd when I forbad the war. 
Alone, unguarded, once he dar'd to go. 
And feall encircled by the Theban foe ; 
There brav'd, and vaaquifti'd, many a hardy Knight; 

lOOySuch nerves I gave him, and fuch force in fight. 

Ji^. pp8. Degen*rati Prince^ &c.] This fpeech of MinervM, to 
Dtomed derives its whole force and efficacy f^om theoffeofift 
compaiifon fhe makes between Tydeus and his fon. TytUm 
when he was fingle in the city of his enemy, fought and o* 
vercame the Tbebans, even tTjo* Mintrva forbad him; Dhfi^ 
in the midft of his army, and with enemies inferior in nam* 
ber, declines the fight, the' Minerva commands him. Tj' 
deus difobeys her, to engage in the battel -, Dtomed difobeys 
her to avoid engaging j and that too after he had upon ma- 
ny occafions experienc'd the alCftance of the Goddeis. Ma- 
dam Dacier (hould havc acknowledg'd this xemaik to belong 
to ^i*ftathms» 

Thou 
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Thou too no lefs haft been my conftant care ; ^ 
Thy hands I ann'd, and fent thee forth to war : 
Bnt t&ee or fear deters, or floth detains; 
No drop of all thy father warms thy veini. 

The Chief thus anfwer'd mild. Immortal maid I 
I own thy prcfence, and confefs thy aid. 
Not fear, thou know*ft, with-holds me from the plains. 
Nor floth hath feiz'd me, but thy word reftrains t 
Prom warring Gods thou bad'ft rae turn my fpear. 
And VemisonXy found refiftance here. 
Hence, Goddefs ! heedful of thy high commands. 
Loth I gave way, and warn*d ovxAr^ve bands: 
For MarSf the homicide, thefe eyes beheld. 
With llaughtcr red, and raging round the field. 

Then thus Minerva. Brave Tjdides heat ! 

Not Mars himfelf, nor ought immortal fear. 

Full on the God impell thy foaming horfe \ 

PaUas commands, and Pallas lends thee force* 

Ra(h, furious, blind, from thefe to thofc he flics. 

And ev'ry fide of wav'ring connbate tries; 

Large 

#. X024. 1^/*» fmidust klindy frtm thifi tt ih^fe he flits. 1 Mi' 
urvA in this place very well paiots the manners of Mats^ 
vfaoA: bafinefs was always tp fortify the weaker fide in oidec 
to keep up the broil. I think the palfage includes a fine al- 
legory of the ;iatuic of vutr. Mm* is called mcm/ant, and a 

Vo iMX. £ kwi^ 
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Large promife makes, and breaks the prom ife made; 

Now gives thf Grtcians^ now the Trpjans 2iid» 
She faid, and to tlie ileeds approaching near» 

Drew from his feat the martial charioteer. 
1030 The vig'rous pow'r the trembling car afcends. 

Fierce for revenge; and D/^«w^ attends. 

The groaning axle bent beneath the load; 

So great a Hero, and fo great a God. 

She fnatch'd the reins, ftie lafli'd with all her force, 
1035' And full on Mars impcll'd the foaming horfe: 

But firft, to hide her heav'nly vifage, fpread 

Black Orcus* helmet o'er her radiant head. 

JuH 

hreakfr of his prtmifts, bccaufc.the chance of war rs wavedn^ 
and uncertain viftory is perpetually changing fides. This la- 
tent meaning of the Epithet et/./.o r^<r a aK'^ is taken notice 
of by EuJiathiUs. 

ir.ioii. So great a God.'i The tranflatiou has vcntnt'd te 
<ail a Goddcfs foj in imitation of the G'tck. which ul'es the 
word 0s?c piomifcuoufly for either gender. Some of tb« £^ 
tin Poets have not fcrupled to do the fame. 6tati$tSf ThtLaid, 4. 
(Ipeaking of Dian^^ 

Nee caret UJn§riitt>to. 

And Virgil^ ty£nttdz. where t/£nMs is condu&ed by Venus thtc^ 
the dangers of the fiie and the enemy. 

I'JcflenJOj AC dnccnte Vco, fiATKnhxm inter iy bojies 

ExpeUior- ■■- 

>^. 1037. BUrk Orcus' helmet,'] As Cveiy fhlng. ijvnt gO€s hi- 
to' the daik em^ifc of Pittto^ 01 Orattj^'diu^^iiMii ao^is feen 

BO 
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Juft then gigantick Piriphai lay flain, ' ' ' ^ 

The ftrongcft warrior of th' JEtoltMH train ; • 
The God who flew him, leaves his proftrate pritt 
Stretch'd where he fell, and at Tjdldes flies. 
Now rufhing fierce, in equal arms appear. 
The daring Greek; the dreadful God of war ! 
Full at the chief, above his courfer's head. 
From Mars his arm th' enormous weapon flcd^ 
Pallas opposed her hand, and caused to glance 
Far from the car, the ftrong immortal lance. 
Then threw the force of Tydfui warlike fon ; 
The javUin hils'd ; the Goddefs urg'd it on : 
Where the broad cinAure girt his armor round, 
[t pierc'd the God : His groin received the wound* 
From the rent fldn the warrior tuggs again 
The fmoaking fteel. Afars bellows with the pain ^ 
Umd, as the roar encountring armies yield, ' ' 
iVhen (kouting milhons Ihakethe thund'ring field. . 

Both 

w more 5 the Greeks from thence bonow'd' this figiwative ejc» 
>reffion, ta put on Pluto*j htltmt, that is to fay, f tecome t»l 
fifi^if, Plata ufes this ptoveib in the tenth b().ok of his^ 1^7 
ikiick^, and sArijfofhants in s^charncnf, Euftathius, 
71^. 10^4. Loud as the roar encountring armies yield, "^ Thl6 ky^ir- 
tU to exprefs the loaring ojF'AfKtrj, fo ftco^gas it i^, yejc'U 
ot extiavagailt.' It' wants nof^a'qu&lifylAg ciicumltance'oc 
mi the voice is aot hiunao, but that of a Deity} and the 
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Both armies fiart, and trembling gaze around; 
And earth and heaven rebellow to the foundt 
lodo As vapors blown hjAufier% fultry breath. 

Pregnant with plagues, and (bedding feeds of death. 
Beneath the rage of burning Sirius rife, 
Choak the parch*d earth, and blacken all the fkies; 
In fuch a cloud the God from combate driv'n. 
High o'er the dufty whirlwind fcales the heav'n. 

comparifbn being taken from an army, renders it more na- 
tural with refpeft to the God ef War. It is lefs darinf to 
fay that a God could (end forth a voice as loud as the ftiout 
of two armies, than that Camilla^ a LmiM nymph» could rufe 
io fwiftly over the corn as not to bend an ear of ir. Or» 
to alledge a nearer inilance, that Pttyphemmsy a mere mortal, 
ihook all the ifland of Sicily, and made the deeped caverns 
of ty£tna roar with his cries. Yet Virpi generally efcapes the 
cenfare of thofe moderns who are fhock'd with the bold flights 
of Htnur, It is ufual with thofe who are flaves to common 
opinion, to overlook or praife the fame things in one, that 
they blame In another. They think to depredate Hamtr in 
extolling the Judgment of Vir^ii, who never fliew'd it more 
th^n when he followed him in tbefe boldncffes. And indeed 
thev who would take boldnefs from poetry, muft leave dol- 
ne(s in the room of it. 

f. 1058. Kyis vapors bhvjn, &c.] Mdr$ after a (harp engage- 
ment, amidft the rout of the TrpjMs, wrapt in a whirlwind 
of duft, which was rais*d by fo many thoufand combatants, 
flies towards OlympMs. Homer compares him in this cftate, to 
thofe black clouds, which during a fcoiching fouthem wind 
tn the dog-days, are fometimes born towards Heavens fot 
the wind at that time gathering the duil together, forms t 
4ark cloud of it. The heat of the fight, the precipitation 
4}£ the Trajans, together witli the clouds of duil that flew a- 
bove the aimy, and took Mars from the fight of his enemy* 
jfiipply'd Himtr with this noble image. DMi'ir^ 

Wild 
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Wild with his pain, he fought the bright abodes^ 

Wf There fuUcH fate beneath the Sire of Gods, 
Show'd the celeftial blood, and with a groan 
Thus pour'd his plaints before th' immortal throne. 

Can J(yu€^ fupine, flagitious ^ds furvey. 
And brook the furies of this daring day? 

)70For mortal men celeftial pow'rs engage. 
And Gods on Gods exert eternal rage. 
From thee, O father ! all thefe ills we bear. 
And thy fell daugl^ter with the (hield and fpear; 
Thou gav'ft that fury to the realms of light, 

)7 J* Pernicious, wild, regardlefi of the right. 
All heav'n befide reveres thy.fov*reign fway. 
Thy voice we hear, and thy behefts obey : 
'Tis hers t'ofFend, and ev*n offending (hare 
Thy breaft, thy counfels,, thy diftingui(h*d care : 

)8oSo boundlefs (he, and thou fo partial grown, 
Well may we deem the wond*rou$ birth thy owm 

« 

#. 1074 Thtu g»v*ji that fury U thi nalms •/ li^hty Pemidtm^ 
wild, &c.] It is very artful in Hemery to make Mars accufe^ 
Mintrva of all thofe faults and enormities he was himfelf fey 
eminently guilty of. Thofe people who ate the moft unjuft' 
and violent accufe others, even the bed, of the fame crimes r 
£vety irrational man is a diftoited rule, tries every thing by 
that wrong meafuxe, and forms his judgment accordingly^ 
Euftmhiusy 
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Now frantic Diomed^ athcrcommaftdr 

IS 

Againft tU' Ini mortals lifts hfH raging hand:: 
The heav'nly Venus firft his ftiry foundy 

too J ]^Q next cncountring, me he dar'd to wound ;. 
Vanquifh'd Iflcd: Ev'n I the God of fight,. 
From mortal ma dnefs fcarcewas favM by flight 
Elfe had'H thou fecn me fink on yonder plain, * " 
Heap*d round,, and heaving tmder loads of flam;. 

icpo Qj. pierc'd with Grecian darts, for agesf Kc» 
Condemned to pain,, tho* fated not to diCr 

Him tlius upbraiding, ivith a wrathful look. 
The Lord of thunders yiew'd» andftem beCfci» 
To me, perfidious ! this laBienting ftrain?- 

^^9S0[ la wlefs force (ball laiwkfs Jktars comphin t 



T^. topi. Condemned to fdin^ tht!*^ fated ntt f dt'e,} Thofe att^ 
miftaken who itnagiire tut ^vxhot icgtckmts his G«df* a^ 
mortal. He only leprefents the inferior or corporea lDeitie& 
as capable of pains and paaifhmcncs, during, the will ef Twfi* 
ter, which is not incoailftent with true theology. If Mars is 
faid in Dione*s fpeech to Ventis to have been near periling by 
Ottts acd Ephialtts, it means no more than lafting mtiery, 
fuch as jHptter threatens him with when he /peaks of precipi- 
tating him into Tartarm, Homtr takes care to tells us both 
of this God and of P Into, when Pdon ciued them, that they 
were not mortal. 

0« ^ y<^ Tf MetJcL^Ttirif V* rriTweTJ* 

Of 
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s 

11 the GodSffho tread|( the fpangled fkies, 
I mod unjufl:, moll odious in our eyes I 
nan difcord is thy dire delight, 
wafte of flaughter, and the rage of fight,' 
ound, no law thy fiery temper quells, 
all thy mother in thy foul rebels. 

In 



rop6. of all the Gods-^Thtu majl unjufi^ mofl pdiouSf &c.] 
•*s reprimand of Mars is worthy the juftice and good- 
f the great Goveinoi of the world, and feems to be no 
than was necelfary in this place. Homer hereby admi- 
diftinguilhes between Mtntrva and Mars^ that is to (ay» 
rn Wifdom and ungovern*d Fury 5 the former is produ- 
oncL Ji^it^r without a xfi^od^s^x to fhew thac it proceeds 
Sod alone ^ (and Homer's alluding to that fable in the 
lingfpeech (hews that he was not luuMqgaioted with this 
•n.; The latter is botn of fupiter and funp, becaufe, as 
ixplains ir, whatever is created by the miniftry of fe- 
:aures, and the concurrence of matter, partakes of that 
al fpirit of divifipn which leiga^d ia the Chati, aad- i« 
oriupt and rebellions nature. The reader will find thifr 
ry purfu'd with- great beauty ip. tb^ two fpcechcs i ef. 
ly where Jupiter concludes with faying he will not de- 
Mtn, becaufe he comes f^om himielf : God will not 
il«tc Pnjjuny which he cieated to be of ufc to 'E^^tfen: 
(Uom (fays Enflnthtus upon this place) has occafion it^ 
Son, in the fame manner as Princes have need o£ 
irds. Therefore reafon and wifdom coueft and keep 
lion in fubjeftion, but do oot entirely deAroy and 
1 it. 

rioT. <And alt thy mother in thy font rebels^ t^CJl ^itfitir 
of Jino^ that fhe has a temper whtch is inft^fortattUy and 

not how to fubm:ti tho* he is petfetHoIly chafiifing her with bis 
^s. Homer fays no more than this, but iH. JDatier Sidd$t 

ne la ntenois px^ la feverite des mes IfiiX, il n'ejl rien atk'elU 
leverfafl dans l^Olympe & fous POlympe, Upon which (he 
s a remark to this effeft, " That if it wete inoc fox the 

£ 4 V»M\ 
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In vain our threats, in vain our pow*r we ufe; 
She gives th' example, and her fon purfues. 
Yet long th' inflidled pangs thou (halt not moiim» 
II Oj* Sprung iincethou art from Jove, and heavenly born. 
Elfe, findg*d with' lightnings had*il thou hence beec 

thrown. 
Where chain'd on burning rocks the Tttans groa«. 

Thus he who (hakes 0/y/»//yi with his nod; 
Then gave to Pdon*s care the bleeding God, 
mo With gentle hand the Wm he pour*d around. 
And heal'd th* immortal flefh, and cJos*d the wound; 
As when the fig's prefl juice, infus'd in cream» 
Jk> cuf ds coagulates the liquid Areanp, 

Sadde 



** Inwfl of proTidencej the whole woild would be nothing b« 
** confufion.** This piadice of refining aod adding to H 
imr's thought in the text, and then applauding the aotht 
for it in the notes, is pietty ufual w?th the more florid m< 
,dern tranflators. In the third //'Vti, itiHeUn's (peech to PrtM 
f. 175. (he wifhes (he had rather dy'd than follow'd PsrU 1 
Trty, To this is added in the frgnchy Matsje h*€hs ni affef, • 
&9Hrag€ ni affiz. de vertu^ for which there is not the leaft hi] 
in Homer. 1 mention this particular inilance in pure juftic 
becaufe in the treatife d» la corruptfn du j^tttt exam, de Liv, 
She triumphs over M. de la Motte^ as if he had omitted tl 
fenfe and moral of Hpmer in that place, when in truth he o. 
\y left out her own interpolation. 

f. IT 1 2. sAs when the fig*s prefi juice, 8cc ] The iudden op 
ration of the remedy adminiftet*d by Paon. is well exprcts 
ky this fimiliiude. It is neccflary Juft to take notice, th 
Ihey aAcig^tl^ made ufe of (he juice or Tap of a fi^ for ru 

w 
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Sudden the fluids fix, the parts combined ; 
'^Such, andfofoon, th'etherial texture join'd. 
Cleans'd from the duft and gore, fair H9b\ dreft 
His mighty limbs in an immortal veil. 

Gloriou* 



A«t, to caufe their milk ta coagulate. It may not be amifs- 
ro obieive, that Bomer is not very delicate in the cho:ce of 
his allufioQs He often boirow'd his fimiles from low 1 fe, ■ 
and provided they illuilrated his thoughts in a juft and lively 
manner, it was all he had icgaid to. 

The allegory of this whole book lies Co open, is wrry'd'on 
with (uch clofcnefs, and wound up with (b much fulncfs and ■ 
ftrengtlh that it is a wondei how it could enter into the tma* 
gination of any critick, that thefe anions of Diomed were on- 
ly a daring and extravagant fiftion in Hgmer^ as if he aifeft- 
cd the mArvtUoHs at any rate. The great moral of it is, that - 
a brave man fliould not contend againft Heaven , bur rcHft r 
only Vtnus and Mats^ Incontinence and ungovernM Fury. 
Diomtd is propos'd its an example of a great and enterpiiziug ^ 
natnse, which would perpetually be venturing too far, and -. 
committing extravagancies or impieties, did ir not fuffcr it- 
felf to be check'd and guided by Minerva ox l^rudence : For it -■ 
is this Wifdam (as we are told in the very firft lines of the 
book^ that raifes a Hero above all others. Nothing is more 
oblervable than the panicular care H*mer has taken to (hew > 
hedefignM this moral. He never omits any pccafion through- 
out the book, to put it in exprefs terms- mto the mouths of 
the Gods, or peribns of the'greateft weight. Minervay at * 
the beginoing of the battel, is made to give this precept to 
Diomed 5 Fight n$t agdinfi the Ceds^ imt give way te tbim, and re-- 
fijl only Vehus. The fame Goddefs. opens his eyes, and en- 
lightens him fo far as to perceive when it is heaven that ads 
immediately againft him, or^when it is man only that oppo- 
fes him.. The hero himfelf, as foon as he has performM hct 
dilates in driving awayFrnw/, cries out, not as to the G^dr 
defs^ but as to the Pajfitn, ThoH haft no bnjinefs with worriers^ r> 
it »«r enough that thou deceiv*ft wtak^ VDemen ? Even the mother 
•£ FinuM, while, (he comfoits hei daughcexi bears cefibmouy to^ 
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Glorious he fite, in majcfiy leftoi'il, 
Faft by the tfaione of hcav'ns ft^iior Lor^ 
I iiojune and PalUi mount the blcA abodei, ' 

Their talk peiFoTm'd, and mix among the Gods. 

the moial: Thtl mm ffays (he) " mt In^lh'i ■wh$ etnttnii 
viiih tilt Gidi, And when Ditnitd tianrpoittd b^ hi) naiUic 
pioctcds hot a ft«p too fii, ^frllt difcoreit himfclf in the 
maft folemn manner, and decUi«i this tnnhiifhi* owBTOice, 
u it were by diiefi iCTeliiioni Mirtal, firhHr: emfiif, **t 
ktwvi iIm vifl 4'ffamct Ibm ii invrm iIh'GmJi tnd ihtt. Tirf 
arc immintl mi diviat, in mm * mlnM* rt[lik if tin i»ft. 
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E6 TH.E: 



the A R G U M E N T. 

TheEpifodes oiGlificus and Diomed^ 
ana of He£ior znd jindromache. 



THE Gods having left the fields the Grecians /r«- 
1/4/7. Helenus, the chief augur of Troy, com^ 
mands Hedor *b return to the city , in order to appoint: 
afolemn procejfion of the Queen and ^^^ Trojan matrons. 
t» the temple of Miaerva to entreat her to remove Dio- 
TDfLdi from thought: The battel relaxing during the ab^ 
fince of HeAor, Glaucus and Diomcd have an inters 
view between the two armies \ where coming to ths- 
knowledge of the friend/hip and hofpitality paft between^ 
their ancefiors^ they make exchange of their arms. He- 
dor having performed the orders of Helenus, prevail* d. 
HpomYzm to return to the battel ^ and^taken a tender 
leavt of his wife, Andromache, haftens again to the. 

field: 

Thefcene is fir ft in the field of battel^ between the ri-^ 
i0rs Simois and Scamander, and then ehanges to Troy. 



T H E 
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L I A D. 

OW heavn forfakcs thefigtit: Th' im- 
mortals yitld 
To Imman force nnd humin ikiU, the 
fitld : 

Dirk fliow'rs-of javdins fly from foes to foes: 
I Hbwhere, now there, the tydeofcombatcAows; 
■White Tr^j's ftm'd *(ltcams that bound the deithfd* 
On either fide lun purple to the main, LPJain"' 
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Great A]ax firft to conqucft led tlie way. 
Broke the thick ranks, and turn'd the doubtful d(ij^. 
The thracian Acamtis his fiaulcliion found, 

ro And hcw'd tli' enormous giant to the ground;- 
His thund'ring arm a deadly (trokc.impre& 
Where the black horle-hair nodded o'er his creil:: 
Fix'd in his front the brazen weapon lies, 
And feals in endlefs fliades his fwimming eyes. 

ly Next Teuthras fon dillain'd the fands with blood,. 
jixyluSf hofpitablc, rich and good :. 

la 

f. 7. F/V/f Ajaif.] Ky^jMx performs his exploits immediatelf 
Dpon the departure of the Gods from the Battel. It is ob* 
ferv'd that this hero is never aflifted by the Deities, as moft 
of the left are : See his charaftei in the notes on the (eventh 
book. The expreflion of the Greek is, that he brought tight w 
his troofsj which M. Diuter takes to be metaphorical : I do not' 
fee but it may be literal : he broke the thick fqiiadronsof the 
enemy, and opcn'da paffagefor the light. 

i^. 9. The Thracian kAcmms.} This Thracisn Piince- is the 
fame in whofe likenefs Mars appears in the preceding book, 
rallying the Trojans, and forcing the Greeks to tetiie. In the 
piefent defcription of his ftrength and fize, we fee with what 
propriety this perfonage was feled^ed by the Poet, as fit to be 
affumed by the God of war. 

j^, 16. AxyUis, hofpttable.} This beautiful charafter of w^*;- 
lus has not been able to efcape the mifunderftanding of feme 
of the Commentators, who thought Hormr defign'd it as t 
reproof of an undiftinguifliM gencrofiiy. It is evidently a 
panegyrick on that virtue, and not improbably on the me- 
mory of fomc excellent, but unfortmiate man in that coun- 
try, whom the Poet honours with the noble title of ^ friend 
t9 mankind. It is indeed a fevcre reproof of the ingratitude of 
mcDj aud a kind of iatyx on hiunaq race, while he repicfents 

this 



Book VI. HOMEKs ILIAD. 89^ 

In fair jiri/l/a s,yr^\\s (his native place) 
He held his feat; a friend to human race. 

Fad 

this lo?ei of his (pedes miferabljr peTifhing without afHiftance 
from aii)r of thole numbers he had obliged. This death ia 
yery moving, and the circumftance of a faithful feivant's dy- 
ing by his fide, well imagned, and natural to fiich a cha* 
n&ci. His manner of keeping houfe near a frequented high- 
vayj'and relieving all travellers; is agreeable to that anciene 
Jtoipitality which we now only read of. There is abundance, 
of this fpirit every where in the Odyjfey. The Patriarchs in 
the Old Teftament fit at their gates to fee thofe who pafs by, 
aod entreat them to enter into their houfes : This cordial 
manncx of invitation is particularly defcribed in the i8*'> and 
19'^ chapters of Ginejis. The Ea/fem nations feem to have 
had apecaliar difpofition to thefe exercifes of humanity, which 
CDotinnes in a great meafiire to this day. It is yet a piece of 
chaiity frequent with the Turkic to ereft CarMvait/irshsy or inns 
for the reception of travellers. Since I am upon this head, I 
moft mention one or two extraordinary examples of ancient 
hoi^itality. Diodtym Sic$Uus writes of CMas of ^grigentumy 
that having built fcveral inns for the relief of Grangers, he 
appointed pecfons at the gates to invite all who travelled to 
make ule of them ; and that this example was followed by 
many others who were inclined after the ancient manner to 
live m a human and beneficent corerfpondence with mankind.. 
That this Galitds enteitain'd and cloathcd at one time no left 
than £vc hundred horfemen s and that there were in his cel- 
lars three hundred vefiels, each of which contained an hun- 
dted hogfheads of wine. The fame Author tells us of another 
^gregemine^ that at the marriage of his daughter feafted all: 
the people of hts city, who at that time were above twenty 
choufand. 

Htr»d»ms in his feventh book has a ftocy of this kind, which 
is prodigious, being of a private man k> immenfely rich as 
to entertain Xerxts and his whole army. I fiiall tranfcribe . 
the pafTage as I find it tranflatcd to my hands. 

'• Pythim the Ton of ^ryj, a LydiM, then refiding in O- 
" Untf entenain'd the King and all his army with great mag- 
** nificence, and ofiFerM him his treafiires towards the expence 
** of the war 3 which libciality Xerxot communicating to the 
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Fail by the road, his ever-open door 
20 Obliged the wealthy^ and relicy'd the poor. 
To Hem TyditUs now he falls a prey. 
No friend to guard him in the dreadfd day ! 
Breathlefs the good man fell, and by his fide 
His faithful fervant, old Calefiftfidj-d. 

Br 



« TirJUns aboat him, and asking who this Pythms wasf and 
*■* what liches he might have to enable him to make faeh ta 
** otfei I receiv'd this anfwer : Pythms, faid they, is the pcr- 
^ Ton who prefented your father DArw/ with a plane tree and 
'* rioe of gold ; and after you, is the richeft man we know in 
^ the wofld. Xtrxes furpriz'd with thefe laft words, ask*d 
*' him -to what lum his rreafures might amount. I (hail con- 
** ceal nothing from you, faid Pythius, nor pretend to be ig- 
** norant of my own wealth j but being pcsh&lj inform'd of 
'* the ftare of my accompts, (hall tell you the truth with (in- 
<* cerity. When 1 heard yon was ready to begin the march 
** towards the Grecian fca, I refolvM to prefent you with t 
*' fum of money towards the charge of the war; and to that 
'* end having taken an account of my riches, I found by 
** computation that I had two thoufand talents of filver, and 
*' three millions nine hundred ninety thiee thoufand pieces 
** of gold, bearing the ft-^imp of DdriMs. Thefe treafores I 
** freely give you, becaufe I (hall be fu(ficicntly:furni(h'd with 
•* whatever is ncccflTary to life by the labour of my ienrants 
^ and husbandmen. 

" Xtrxej heard thefe worda with pleafurc, and iii anfwer to 
«« Pythinsy faid; My Lydian hoft, fincc 1 parted from Sufa 1. 
'* have no: found a man befidc your fclf, who has o^t'd to 
** cncettain my army, or voluntarily to contribute his trea*- 
" fuics to promote the prefent expedition. You alone htve^ 
'• treated my army magnificently, and readily offcr'd me im- 
" menfe riches : Therefore, in return of youi kindnefs, I 
** m^ke you^my hoft j and that you may be mafter of the en- 
** tire fum of four millions of gold, 1 will giv€ you feven 
^ tiiour4nd./>«r/Aff pieces out of my own txeafuie. Kce|r then- 

*» aU. 
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f By great EurydUu was Drefus flain, 
And next he lay'd Opheltius on the plain. 
Two twins were near, bold, bciutiful and young, 
From a fair Naiad and Bucclhn fprung : 
[laomedons white flocks Bucolhn fed, 
3oThat monarch's firft-bom by a foreign bed. 
In fecret woods he won the Naiaits grace. 
And two fair infants crown'd his ftrong embrace.) 
Here dead they ii^ in all their yonthful charms ; ^ 
The rathlefs vidor ftripp'd their fliining ari^s. 
J^ 3f AfiyalHS by Polyfaetes fell ; 
t^is' fpcar Pidytes fent to hell; 
By Tme^'s (haft braycf Aretaon bled. 
And i^#/f#r*5 fon laid ftern AbUrus dead. 
Great AgMfnimnon, leader of the brave, 
40 The mortal wound of rich Elatm gaTe» 



** all th« licfiet 70Q now poiTefi f and If you know how to 

* comioue always in the fame good difpofition, you (hali 
*' nevec hayc reafon to cepent of youc atfeftion to me, eithei 

* now or in ftuuxe time. 

Tbe Cum here offet'd by Pytbins amounts, by BnrtwBtd'u 
computation, to three millions three hundred feventy ^ve 
tboa^and' pounds fterling, according to the leflet valuation of 
talents. I make no apology for inferting fo rematkHbie a 
paiTage at length, but (hall only add, that it was at laft the 
fate of thlsPjthms (hke out AxyUs) to experience the ingra- 
titude of naau i his eldeft Ton being afteiwaxds cut in pieces 
by the fame Xtrxt^ 
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Who held in Pedafiis his pfoud abode. 
And tiird the banks where filver hin'm flow'd. 
Melanthms by Etiryfu/Ms was ilain ; 
And Phylacus from Liku^ flies itx vain^ 

4S Unbleft Adraftus next at mercy lies 
Beneath the Spartsn fpear, a living pnze. 
Scar'd with the din and tumult of the fight. 
His headlong deeds, precipitate in flight, 
Rufli'd on a T*mariflt% flxong trunk, and broke 

5*0 The fhatter'd chariot from the crooked yoKes 
Wide o'er the field, refiftleft as the wind, . 
For Troy they fly, andlcave A^jr btd behtftd*: 
Prone on his face he finks be^de the whrils: : ~ 
'Atrides o'er him (hakes his vengeful fteeU . 

ff The fallen chief in fuppiiant pofture prefs'd 
The vigor's knees, and thus his pray'r ti^^ii^ 

,Oh fparc my youth, and for the life I owe 
Large gifts of price my father (hall bcfl:ow ;, 

)^. 57. Ohfparemy yoMh^ &c.] Thi* parage, where v 
wteTimtn takes away that Tfjdn^s lift whom MeneUus had 
doned, and is not blamed by H9mir for fo doing, mnf 
afcribed to the iincivili2Led manners of thofe times, « 
mankind was not united by the bonds of a rational ibc 
and is not therefore to be imputed to the Poet, who folk 
nature as it was in his days. The hiftorical books of the 
Teftament abound in indftanccs of the like cruelty to 1 
qpci'denenue;. 
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len fame (hall tell, that rwt in battel (lain 
ly hollow (Kips his captive fon detain,- 
:h heaps of brafs (hall in thy tent be told ; 
d fteel well-temper*d, and perfuafive gold. 
He faid J compaflion touch'd the hero's heart,, 
(load fufpended with the lifted dart : 
pity pleaded for his van<pii/h*d prize, 
n AgMmenmm fwift to vengeance flies. 



fi\l had this part of tl^mn in hts view« when he defcilbcd 
Icath of lUgui in the untb udZmid, Thofe lines <tf his 
ei) where he ofiFecs a lanfome, aie tranflated from this of 
tjiits, but both the prayer, and the tn(wefe/dCff#Af. makes 
I he JBcfufes him meicy, are very much heightened and 
ored. They alfp receive a great addition of beauty and^ 
riety from the occafion on which he infeits them : Youn^ 
r is juft kill'd, and uEntM feeking to be revengM upon 
(I, meets this M4^u$» Nothing can be a moce ai tfnl piflce 
diefs than the fiift lines of that fupplication, if we con* 
the chaxafter of uSmss, to whom it is made* 

Ur p4itri»s manes, per fpes fi*rgttitis lUlf, 

"e frecor, h4nc animam ftrvcs tuuoque^ fatrique, 

what can exceed the cloienefs and fulneft of that repljt 



.5r//x cemnmeU Tumm 



<»lf»lit ij^A prior y jam tmn PalUmte perempte, 
iec pmris sAncbija mane/y bee fenti$ liilus, 

removes the imputation of cruehy from u£ne*Sy which 
:(« agreed with his chara^^er than it does with y>4iAmtm- 
whole reproof to Mentliuts in this place is not unlike 
f SamHcl to Saul^ fot not killing %Ai*i. 



r; 
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And fiiriousy thus. Oh impotent of mind ! 
Shall thefcy (hall thefe Atr'tdes mercy find ? 
Well haft thou known proud Xr^*s perfidious land, 
70 And well her natives merit at thy hand ! 
Not one of all the race, not fex, nor agt. 

Shall fave a Tr^an from our boundlefs rage; 

llhn fliall perifii whole, and bury all; 

\ 

Her babes, her infimts at the breafi, (hall falL 

'j 7^ A dreadful leflbn of exampled fate, j 

1 1 To warn the nations, and to curb the great! 

I 
The monarch i^oke ; the words with warmth ftddreft ^ 

To rigid juflicc ftccl'd his brother's brcaft 

Fierce from his knees the haplefi chief he thruft; 

80 The monarch's jav'lin ftrctch'd him in the duft* 

Then prefliing with his foot his panting hearty 

Forth from the flain he tugg*d the reeking dart. 



f. 74. Hrr infMnti 4f ftuhruj^ /hdll fall.} Ox, hct tnfantlj^tf 
h tbi W9mh, for it will bear either fcnfe. But I think MtdfflA 
£>mcitr in the right, ia her affirmation that the Gretks were not 
arrived to that pitch of cruelty to tip up the wombs ofwomea 
with child. Homer (Cays ihe) to remove all equivocal mean- 
ing from this phrafe, adds the words »b^r hfrtit JHvenempiterit^ 
i$tm exiffentemy which would be ridiculous, were it faid of a 
child yet unborn. Betides, he would never have reprcfented 
one of his firft heroes capable of fo barbarous aciime, or at 
kai\ would not have commended him (as he does jufi after] 
fox iuch a wicked exhortation. 

Old 
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)ld l^tfior faw, and row2*d the warrior's rage: 
fhuSy heroes ! thus the vig'rous combate wage ! 
>Jo fon of Mars dcfcend, for fcrvile gains. 
To touch the booty, while a foe remains, 
behold Yon* glitt'ring hoft, your future fpoil ! 
"irll gain the conqueft, then reward the toiJ. 

And now had Gruu eternal fame acquir'd. 
And frighted Tro^ within her walls retifd; 
Had not fagc Helenus her ftate redreft, 
Taught by the Gods that mov'd his facred breaft : 
Where He^or flood, with great ^neas joirid. 
The feer reveaVd the counfels of his mind. 

Ye gcn'rous chiefs ! on whom th* immortals lay 

* 

The cares and glories of this doubtful day, 



f. tl. Firft g4un tin ctn^tufi^ thm rtwdrd tW tuL] This im- 
poitint maxim of war is very naraialiy intioduced, upon M^- 
/tr*! having ieen MeneUms ready to (fare tn enemy for the 
ftke of a ranfome. It was for (iich leflbns as thefe (fays M. 
Akmt) that sAleximdtf fo much efteem'd Homer, and ftudy*d 
Us poem. He made his nfe of this precept in the battel of 
wIrMi, when PArmenit being in danger of weakening the main 
body to defend the baggage, he lent this meiTage to him. 
Leave the baggage there, tot if we gain the vidoiy, we ffiali 
MX only recover what is our own, but be mailers of all that 
i the eoemv's. Hiftories ancient and modern are fill*d wiih 
tiamplet of enterptizes that have miicarry'd, and battela 
hat have been loft, by the giccdineis of foldieis £ot pillage* 



Oti 
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On whom your aids, your country's hopes depend 
Wife: to confult, and adive to defend I 
Here, at our gates, your brave efforts unitic, 
lOO Turn back the routed, and forbid the flight; 
E*rc yet their wives foft atms the cowards gaiii. 
The fport and infult of the hoftile train. 
When your commands have hearten'd cv*ry band, 
Our felves, here fix'd, will make the dangerous ftai 

nos Prefs'd as we are, and fore of former fight, 
Thefe ftraits demand our laft remains of might 
Meanwhile, thou He6l(tr to the town retire. 

And teach our modier what the Gods require : 

Dii 

j^.pS. Wife to unfult, and a£}ivf to defend.'^ This is a t 
fold branch of praife, expref&ng the cxccUcnce of thcfe P 
ce^ both in council and in battel. I think Madam Doc 
tianflation does not come up to the fcnfe of the original. 
fins hardis ^ les plus expcrimentez. dts nos capitAint, 

1^, 107. Thm Ht&OT to the munO It has been a modem 
jc^on to Htm*t*s condud> that Htl^sr upon ^hbm the wl 
ftre of the day dtpendod is made to retire from the ba 
only to carry a mdlage to Troy concerning a facrifice, w 
might have bten done as well by any ot)ier. They thir 
abfucd in Hiltnus to a4vife this, and in Ho^vrto comply 
it. What occ^fioh'd this falfe criticifm, was that they i 
gia'd it to be a piece of advice, and not a command. He 
was a ptieft and augur of the higheiV rank, he enjoins it 
point of religion, and HtSfor obeys him as one infpired i 
heaven. The Trojan army was in the ntmoft diftrcft, c 
Qon*d by the prodigious flaughte? made by Diomed: Thcit 
therefore more reason aiid neccffity to propitiate Afmmw* 
c^.iiftcd that heroj which HeUnu> might know, tho' HeSfot w 
have chofcn to have ilay'd and txufted to xhc sum of i 
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Dire(9: the Queen to lead th* affembled train 

Of Tro'jS cliicf matrons to Minerva s fane^ 

Unbar the facred gates, and feek the pow'r 

With offcr'd vows, in lUons topmoft tow'r. 

The largefl mantle her rich wardrobes hold, 

Moll prized for art, and labour'd o*er with gold, ' ■ 

l!ere is nothing but what may agree with each of their chk- 
laders. Hector goes as he was obliged in religion, but not 
feefore.he has animated the troops, re-cftabli(h'd the combatc, 
lepulfed the Greeks- to (bme dtftance, received a promife from 
Htittms that they (hould make a ftop at the gates, and givea 
one himfelf to the army that he would fooo return to the 
fight : All which Homer has been careful to fpccify, to favc 
the honour, and pieferve the chara&er of this hero. As to 
titUnui his part, he faw the ftraits his countrymen were redu- 
ced tOj he kjaew his authority as a pricft, and defignM'fo tfe- 
Vive ihc courage of the troops by a promife of divine alfift- 
ance. Nothing adds moie courage to the minds of men than 7 
foperftition, and perhaps it was the only expedient then left; 7 
■much like a modern pra^lice in the army, to enfoin a /4/f \ 
when they wanted provifion. HeUnttt could no way have made 
his promife more ciedibie, than by fending away HeSJer-, which 
looked like an aHUrance that nothing could pr^^judice them 
dnring his ab fence on fuch a religious account No leader 
of left authority than Htffor could fo properly hare enjoin*d' 
this fblemni a£t df religion j audlaAly, nootherwhofe valour 
^ lefs known than nis. could have* k^t the aimy in this 
-jonfihire without a taint U(.>cn his honour. Homer makes this 
piety fiicceed ; Paris is brough; back to the Hght, the Trojanf 
afteiwaids prevail, and Ja^-ucr appears openly in their jRivour* 
i:%. Tho' after all, I cannot dmembJe my opinion, that the 
Joct's chief i.itentlori in this, gva- to intioduce tliac uae cpi- 
fode of the parting of He^ar jnii ^ndroniatbc. This ch.ingc 
of the fcenc to T-- <?; li "uiflies him with a great number of beau- 
tiM. By this weai- (fays Et*JiaihiA.')'bis poem is for m time di- 
^tjhd of the Jierieneji and violence iif .battels, and keing ds it luere 
'iua/b^d from Jlat*gh.er and bhoi^ btiQ/nes calm 4»4 fmHtng by the 
itiHty of theje variom e^ifodsu 
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I If Before the Goddefs' honour*d knees be fpread; 
And twelve young heifers to her altars led. 
If fo the pow'r, atton'd by fervent pray'r, \ 

Our wives, our infants, and our dty fpare, J 

And far avert Iodides waftful ire, 

1 20 That mows whole troops, and makes all rr«y retire 
Not thus Achilles taught our hofls to dread. 
Sprung tho* he was from more than mortal bed; 
Not thus reddlefs ruFd the ftream of fight. 
In r^^ge unbounded, and unmatch'd in might. 

-i 

j^. 117. // /• th€f9w*r^ Ji9H*i, 6ce.l The ?oct here plainlf 
fuppofes HiUnnsy by his sirii in augury 01 fome othes divine 
inlpiration, well infoim'd that the mieht of Diomti^ which 
wrought fnch great deftrudion among the Tr»)*nsy was the gift 
of PaIUs incent*d againft them. The prophet theiefote diiefts 
prayers, ofierings, and facrifices to be made to appeafe the 
anger of this offended Goddefs ; not to invoke the meccf o^ 
any propitious Deity. This is conformable to the whole (yftem 
of P^^ fuperftition, the worfhip whereof being grounded not 
on love but fear, feems direfted rather to avert the malice 
and anget of a wrathful and mifchievous Dxmon, than to 
implore the affiftance and proteftion of a benevolent being. 
In this ftrain of religion this fame prophet is introduced by 
Vtrgil in the third v/£i»€id. giving particular dire^ion to t/£»udt 
to appeafe the indignation of /««««« as the only means which 
could bring his labours to a profperous end. 

VnMm iiiud tiki, tut* Dm, ftd^ue ommtHa ttnum 
Prddicsnif (fr repiteiis itirmmqiu itirum^ut m0nib§ : 
Junonit msgns primum preci numtn Md*r0 $ 
Junom €d»t votA lihinj, eUhindrnque fHintem 
SuffiieikMs fuftrs d9m» 1 

H»£i9f 



Book VI. HOMERs ILIAD. pp 

' HtH4Mr obedient beard; and, witbi a bound* 

Leap*d from his trembling chariot to the ground; 

Thro* an hishofl, infpiring force heflies» 

And bids thethunder of the battel rife. 

Widi rage recruited the boldTrp/^M glow; 
) And turn the tyde of conflid on the foe : 

Fierce in the front he fliakes two dazling fpears; 

AUGreece recedes» and midft her triumph fears. 

Some God, they thought, whorul'dthefateof wars; 

Shot down avenging, from the vault of ftars. 
S Then thus, aloud. Ye dauntiefs Dardans hear! 

And you whom diftant nations fend to war ! 

Be mindful of the ftrength your fathers bore ; 

Be ftill your felves, and He^or aiks no more. 

One hour demands me in the Trojan wall, 
oTo bid our altars flame, and vidims fall: 

Nor (hall, I truft, the matron's holy train 

And rev'rend elders, feek the Gods in vain. 
This faid, with ample ilrides the hero pafl; 

The (hield's large orb behind his ihoulder caft, 
If His neck o*er(hading, to his ancle hung; 

And as he marched, the brazen buckler rung; 

Vol. IL P Now 
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Now paus'd the battel, (Godlike H#^Zwgon^) 
When dzxingGUticus andgteat TydcMi ton 

BetwecB 

l^. T47. The inrtrtfiiw •fGUufns sni Diomed.] No pallagft 
in OUT Author has been thefubje^of more (evereand ground- 
lefs critici('m<! than thiSr where theft two heroes enter into a 
long converfation (as they will have it) in the heat of a bat- 
tel. Moniieur Dactef*s anfwer in defence of //«Mwr is Co fall, 
that I cannot do better than to tranflate it from his remaiks 
on the 26'** chapter of sArifiitl^% Pntic. There can be no- 
thing more unjuft than the criticifms paft upon things thiC 
are the t^cOt of cnftom. It was ufual in ancient times fat 
foldiers to talk together before they encountered. H^mtr it 
full of examples of this fort, and he very well deferves we 
(hould be fo juft as to believe, he had never done it So oftcn» 
but that it was agreeable to the manners of his age. Bdt 
this is not only a thing of cuftom, but founded in xea^n it ' 
felf. The ties of hofpitality in thofe times were held more 
facred than thofe of blood} and it is on that account i><MMi 
gives fo long an audience to GUwus, whom he acknowledges 
fo be his gueft, with whom it was not lawful to engage in 
combate. Hemer makes an admirable u(e of this conjunSurCt 
to introduce an entertaining hiftcry after fb many battels as 
he has been defcribing, and to unbend the mind of his reader 
by a recital of fo much variety as the ftory of the family of 
Sifyphus. It may be farther obferv'd, with what addrefs and 
management he places this long converfation; it is not du- 
ling the heat of an obi^inate battel, which had been too nn- 
feaiotiable to be excufed by any cuftom whatever 3 but he 
brings it in after he has made Hf&or retire into Trey, when 
the abfcnce of fo powerful an enemy had given Diomed that 
leifure which he could not have had otheiwife. One need 
only le^d the judicious remark of Eujfathius upon this place. 
The Poet ((ays he) after having cam'd Heftor to go out ofthefigbty 
intemfptfthevtolemeofwarSf and gives fome relaxation to the readtr^ 
in cAnJing him to psfs from the confttfion and dij order of the aSion to 
tbetranqH'litty and fiiurity of an hi^ or teal narration. For by means 
•jthe happy epifode 0/Glaucus, he cafts a thou'and pUaJing ivonders 
into his poem-^ as fables, that include biautifut allegories^ hifiorieSf 
genealogies, JentenceSy ancient cufiomt^ and feveral other graces that 
Wti to the diverjifying of bis VjerKa *^<^ vjbiih by breoMing (as one 

may 
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Between both trmies met: The chiefs from far 
i6jObferv*d each other, and had marked for war. 

Near 

mtLj fay) the mtnotomy 9/ it, agreedbly infruS the reader. Let ns 
fkjfiise^ ui how fine a manoer HMmrhts hereby pfaifcd bock 
Die/md and HeSer, Foi he makes us knov> that as long as 
BeS»r is in the field, the Gtetki have not the leafi: leifuxe to 
take breath s and that as foon as he quits it, all the Trojsntp . 
hjowevex they had legain'd all theii advantages, weie not able 
to emjploy Diemed fo far as to pievent Sis euteitaining him- 
ielf withC7/itif(M without anydangei to his paxty. Some may 
think after all, that tho'wemay juftify Homfr, yet we cannoc 
ezcufe the xnanneis of his time $ it not being natural fox mea 
mth fwords in their hands to dialogue together in cold blood 
{oft before they engage. But not to alledge, that thefe very 
manners yet remain in thofc countries, which have not beea 
corruptea by the commerce of other nations, (which is agieac 
fign of their being natural) what reafon can be o£fex*d that it 
is more natural to fall on at firft fieht with rage and fiexce- 
Dc{s, than to fpeak to an enemy before the encounter \ Thus 
hi Monfieur Dacier ^ and Si, Evremond asks humorouAy, if it 
nught not be as proper in that countrey for men to harangua 
berore they fought, as it is in England to make fpecches be* 
fore they are hanged ? 

That Homer is not in general apt to make unfeafonable ha- 
raogues (as thefe cenfurers would repreCent) may appear from 
that remaikable care he has Ihewn in many places to avoid 
them: As when in the fifchbook %y£»eAs being cured on a fud- - 
den in the middle of the fight, is (cen with furpri2M by his . 
ibldiers ^ he fpecifies with particular caution, that they ask^d 
him He qtteji on hew he became cured^ in a time of fo much bufi- 
DcTs and aCtion. Again> when there is a neceility in the fame 
book that Minerva ihould have a conference with Diomed^ in 
order to engage him againft Mars (after her prohibition tp 
him to fight with the Gods) Homer chufcs a time for that 
fpeecha ju^ when the hero is retir'd behind his chariot to take 
breath, which was the only moment that could be fpaied du- 
"Qg the hiuxy oi that whole engagement. One might pio* 
duce many i wances of the fame kLad. 

The diicotuCc ofaiaueiis xoDiemed is feverely cenfttxed, not 
9iiXj oa account Qf the ciicumftance of time and glace^ but 
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Near as they drew, T^c^des thus began. 

What art thou, boldeft of the race of man ? 
Our eyes, till now, that afpedl ne'er beheld, 
.Where fame is reap'd amid th' embattel'd field; 

likewife on the/ftoie of the lubjeft, which is taxed at fnipto* 
per. and foreign to the end anddejfign of the poem. But the 
Critickf who have made this objeftion, (eem neither to com- 
prehend the deiign of the Poet in general, nor the particolaz 
aim of this difcoar(e. ^Many paffages in the bdft ancient Poets 
appear nnafiefting atptefent, which probably ga?e the ^reateft 
delight to their ntft readers* becaufe rhey were very nearly in- 
texefted in what was there related. It is very plain that timer 
deiigned this poem as a monument to the honour of the Gutkj^ 
who, tho* conufting of feveral independent focieties, were yet 
veij national in point of glory, being ftrongly amifted with 
every thing that (eem*d to advance the honour of their com- 
mon conntrey, and refentful of any indignity offered to it. 
This difpofition was the ground of that grand alliance which 
is the fuDjeft of this poem. To men To fond of their coun- 
try's glory, what could be more agreeable than to read a hi- 
fioiy fiU'd with wonders of a noble family tranfplanted firom 
€Sretce into sAftA f They might here learn with pleafure that 
the Greeidn virtues did not degenerate by removing into di- 
fiant climes : but cfpecialiythey muftbe affefted with uncom- 
mon delight to find that Sdrpedtn and GiMtcttf, the braveft of 
the Tr«j4» auxiliaries, were originally Greeks, 

T^ffi in this manner has introduced an agreeable epifode, 
which (hews CUrindM the offspring ofChriftUn parents, tho* en- 
gaged in the iervice of the /n/(^r/j. Cant. iz. 

f. 149. Between y§th armies met, &c.] . It is ufiial with H#- 
mer, before he introduces a hero, to make as it were a halt, 
to render him the more remarkable. Nothing could more 
prepare the attention and expe&ation of the reader, than this 
ctrcumftance at the fiift meeting ofDiemed and CUmms, Tuft 
at the time when the mind begins to be weary with the bat- 
tel, it is diverted with the prolpe£^of a ilngle cott>bate, which 
of a fudden turns to an interview of friendfhip, and an im- 
cxpcfted icene of fociable virtue. The whole air of the con- 
verikcion between thefe two heroes has fomerhirg hezoically 
lofanu in it. 

Yet 
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• 

J J Yet fer before the troops thou dar'ft appear,' 
And meet a lance the fierceft heroes fear. 
Unhappy they, and bom of lucklefs fires. 
Who tempt our fury when Mimrva fires ! 
But if from heav'n, celeftial thou defcend ; 

(foKnow, with immortals we no more contend. 
Not long l^ycurgus viewed the golden lights 
That daring man who mix'd with Gods in fight; 
Bacchus, and Bacchus* votaries, he drove 
With brandifli'd fteel from Nyjfa*$ facrcd grove, 

f. 159. But if frem heaven, Scc] A quick change of mind 
fiom the greateft impiety to as great fuperftition, is frequent- 
ly obiibrvable in men who having been giulty of the moft heinous 
Climes without any remoife, on the fudden are fiUM with 
doobcs and fcmples about the moft lawful ot indifferent aftt- 
ont. This feems the prefent cafe of Di9mtd^ who having 
knowingly wounded and infuhed theDeittes» is now afraid to 
engage the ficfi man he meets, left perhaps a God might be 
concealM in that fhape. Tiiis difpoiition of Diomed produces 
the queftion he ^uts to GUmm^ which without this confidf ra- 
tion will appear impeninent, and fo natnrally occafions that 
agreeable epifode of BiUtffiMn, which GUucus lelates in aa* 
fwerto Ditmtd, 

#. i6t. N9t /#nj Lycnrgus, &c.] What Diomed here fays it 
the tSkGt of remorfe, as if he had exceeded the commifl^oa 
of PtdUs in eacountring with the Gods> and dreaded the con- 
feqnences of proceeding too far. At leaft he had no fuch 
commiffion now, and befides, was no longer capable of di- 
ftinguiihing them from men (a faculty (he had given him in 
the foiegoing book :) He therefore mentions this ftory of 
tytmgus as an example that fufficed to terrify him from fo 
rtfb an undertaking. The gtound of the fable they fay is 
this: Ljfurgus caafed moft of the vines of his country to be 
tooted up, fo that bis fi^jeftt weie obliged to mix it with 
water, when it was lefs plentiful: Hence it was feiga'd that 
TimU tfcciv'd iaadkm into hex bofom. 



104 HOMER'S lUjtD. Book VI. 



1 6s Their confccratcd fpcars ky fcatter'd iound» 

With curling vines and twiftcd ivy bounds ' 

While Bacchus headlong fought the briny floods 
And Thetis" arms receiv'd the trembling God. 
Nor fail'd the crime th' immortals wrath to nfove^ 

I ^o (Th* immortals blefl with endlefs eafe abavc) 
Deprived of fight by their avenging doono, 
Chearleds he breath'd» and wander'd in the gloom t 
Then funk unpity'd to the dire abodes,. 
A wretch accurft, and hated by the Gods ! 

jyjl brave not heav'n : But if the fruits of eartk 
Suftain thy life, and human be diy birth; . 
Bold as thou art, too prodigal of breath. 
Approach and enter the dark gates of death; 

i^. T70. ImmttaU IfUji with indlefl esft.l Tbo* 2>deitr*i and 
mod of the vrrfions take no notice of the epithets ufcd in. 
this jDUce> 0«c) peia (eicflu, Dii fdciU feu heats xfiventes i the 
tranuatoi thought it a beauty whhch he could not but endea- 
vour 10 prefeive. Mibeu fccms to have had this in bis ejce in 
lii« fecond book. 

•ThoH^ tuik hrmg me [•en 



To that new world of li^ and blifs^ among 
The Gods who live at cafe— — - 

j^. 178. ^fprodcht ^^ f^f^ tff* dark gatet ef death.l Thifr 
Iiaughtv air which Homer gives his hecoes was doubtlels a co- 
py. Of the manners and hyperbolical fpeeches of choic times* 
*tiiyx&CoUah to Davidi \Sam, ch. xviu v#/jprMf6, »nd,l VMllgive 
Ihy fii^ to the fowls >/ the air and the beajls •/ the field. The Of i- 

tntnU rpeak the fai^ac language to this d^« 

What^ 
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Whav or from* whence I am, or who my fire, 
• (Reply 'd Ae chief) can Tjdeui fon enquire? 
Like leaves on trees the race of man is found. 
Now green in youth, now with'ring on the ground, 
Another race the following fpring fupplics. 
They fsdl fticceffivc, andltoCccfflve rift ; 



f,t%i, Lik^!isvis M tras ] There is a nol)le gr^ity in the 
beginning of this /peech of Oismm^ according to tht true ftyle 
of antiquity, Fnv and evii srt «#r ddjs. This beautiful thought 
of our Author, whereby the rice of men are compared to the 
leaves of trees, is celmated by Sm^nidts ia a fine fragmeor 
catant in Snlhms. The fame thought miiy be found in Ec- 
ci*fia/§tem^ ch. x\y,_f. it. almoft in the fame words j ^s ofthr 
frt^nitrnfts #ft « thiijrtty ftmt fulif Mdj«mtgv9\jj\ [• is the gtnt- 
TMtun •fjUfl) g/UbUodt tneetmethu tm tnd, mnd Mother is b»m. 

The feader, who has feen fo many paflages imitated from 
H9mer by facceeding Poets, wijl no doubt i>e pleafed to fee 
one of an ancient Poet which H»mer has here imitated } this 
is a fragment of Matftm pie(er?'d by Cimuns^icxdndrinm in 
his Strfmdtd, Ub, 6. 

Vko* this comparifon be judly admir'd for it's beauty in this 
obvious application to the mortality and fuccelHon of human 
life, it ieems however defic n'd by the Poec in this place as a 
mroper emblem of the ttanlitory uate not of men bat of fami- 
lies, which being by their misfortunes or follies fallen and 
decavM, do again in a happier feafon revive and flouiifli in 
the fame and virtues of their pofteritv: In this fenfe it is a 
difeft anfwer to what Dimmed had ask*d, as well as a proper 
|tf(eface to whuGUutctu relates of his own family, whicn hav- 
ij^bcea extiaft iaOirMtf^^.hadiecovcc'd new lite iniir^ 

F4 
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igj* So generations in their courfe decay. 

So flourifh thefe, when thofe are paft away. 
But if thou (till perfift to fearch my birth. 
Then hear a tale that jBlls the fpacious earth. 
A city Hands on Argoi utmoft bound, 

i^(Arg0s the fair for warlike fteeds renown'd) 
JEalian Sifyfhus, with wifdom bleft. 
In ancient times the happy walls pofleft^ 
Then call'd Efhyn: GUmns was his fon; {' 

Great Glaucus, father of BelUropban, 

19 f Who o'er the fons of men in beauty fhin'd, 

Lov'd for that valour which preferves mankind^ .* 
Then mighty Pratius' Argos fceptres fway'd, 
Whofe hard commands BelUrofhon obeyed. 
. With direful jealoufy the monarch rag'd, 

200 And the brave Prince in num'rous toils engag'd; 

f, 193 > 7*iM» eall*d Ephyre.] It was the fame which wu af- 
teiwaids called Corifuh, and had that name in ^mmt's ttnie» as 
appears from this catalogoe, j^. 77. . _* 

T^. X 96. LovU fpr thM vsifittr which fnprrves mankind, llis 
diftinftion of true valour which has the good of mankind foe 
its end, in oppofition to the valour of tyrants or oppxeflbn» 
is beautifully hinted by H»mer in the epithet «^r«yj», smiMi 
t/AUur, Such as was that of Belierpphniy who freed the land 
from monfters, and creatures deftiudive to his fpecifs. It 
is apply'd to this youog hero with particular judgment ahd 
propriety > if we confider the innocence and gentlenefs of his 
manners appearing horn the following^ ftory, which eyerr one 
7^ will obfervc has a giett xcTcmblaacc with- that of f^fifk m the 
Icciptuics. 

For 
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For him» AfUM bam*d with lawlefs flame. 
And drove to tempt trim horn the paths of fame: 
In vain fiie tempted the relentlefs yoath, 
Endu'd with wifdom, facred fear, and trmh^ 

lyFir'd at his fcom the Queen to Prcetus fled^ 
And beg'd revenge for her infulted bed : 
Incens'd he heard, refolving on his fate; 
But hofpitable laws reftrain'd his hate ; 
To Ijfda the devoted youth he fent, 

oWith tablets fealM, that told his dire intent; 
Now Weft by ev'ry powt who guards the good^ 
The chief arrived at Xanthui filver flood? 
There Lycias monarch paid him honours due ^ 
Nine days he feafted, and nine bulls he flew. 

f But when the tenth bright morning: oricr^t glow'dr 
The faithful youth his monarchs mandate (how'd r 



)^. 216. Thi faithful youth his montrchU mdndkte jb(iw*'d,1 Plih' 
Urch much commends the vtitue of Beller»ph»ny who faichfuHy 
cairyM thofe letters he might Co juftly CafycOt of ill confc- 
quence to him : The paflage is in his difcourfe of curi^/ity, aud 
wonh tranfciibing. ** A man of curioHty is void of all faith, 
<* and it is better to truft letters or any important feciets- 
** to fervants» than to friends and familiars of an inquiii'tive: 
** temper. Btllefphon, when he carry M letters that order'd 
** his own defiruftion* did not unleal them, but forbore* 
*< touching the King's di{j>atches with the fame continence, as 
^ he had refirain'd from injuring his bed; f 0£ cuiioHtyis aa 
!^ iACOAtinciKC as well as adultery. 

i^ 5 the 



tof HOMMICi mUD. BodkVI. 

The fatal t^iblets, tiU that inftant fcAl'd, .... 

The deathful fecret to the King reveal'd* 

Firfty dire ChinunCi conqueft was enjoin'd> 
''io A mingled monfter, of no mortal kind ; 

Behind, a dr^on's fiery tail was fpread; 

A goat's rough body bore a lion's head ; 

Her pitchy noftrils flaky flames expire; 

Her gaping throat emits infernal fire^ 
22 f This peft he flaughter'd (for he read the fldcs; 

And trufled heav'n*s informing prodigies) 

Thai imet in arm&.the Sdlymsgncttw, 

(i^ierceft of Men) and th<;tfc the warrior flew. 



/ 



f. zkf. Vifji dirt Chimera.] Cftimdrs was feign'd to have 
the head of a lion breathing flames, the body ot a goat, and 
the tail of a dragon s becaufe the mountain of that name in 
LycM had a vuUmo on its top and noarilh'd lions, the middle 
pah afTot^e'd pafture for goats, and the bottom was infefbed 
with fer^nts. Bellerophon deflxoying thefe, and renditng the 
mountain habitable, was faid to have conquei'd ChinntrM, He 
calls this mofter e«oy >!»#', in the manner of the He^rtws, 
who gave to any thing vaft or extraordinary the appellative 
«f Divim, So the Pfalmift fays, Tht ni^untAim •f G»dy flee 

1^. 227. The Solymxan crew.'] Thcfe Solymi were an ancient 
nation inhabiting the mountainous parts ot^JU Minor^ between 
Lycia and Pijidia. Pliny mentions them as an inftance of a 
people fo entirely dcftroy M, that no footfteps of them remained 
m his time. Some authors both ancient and modern, from a 
rcfcmblance in found to x\iz Latin ntme of yerufaUm, have 
confounded them with the Jewsy Tacims, fpeaking of the va- 
tious opinions concerning the origin of the Jewi/k nation, has 
ihefe words: Clara alii tradHntJuddorum tnitis, Sefymes Carmini- 
i»s Homeri ce.'eiratam gent cm ^ (9»dtf4 mbi Hitr^Jelymum nomtn i ftu 
feiijpt, Wift. Ub. 6. 

Next 
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Next the boM Amttx^n^s whole force defy'd ; 

^30 And conquer*d ftill> for heav'n was on bis fide. 
Nor ended here his toils : His Lycian foes 
At his return^ a treach'roos amlmfli rofe. 
With levell'd fpears along the wincing fhore : <^ 
There fell they brcathlcfs, and retum'd no more; 

ajf At length the monarth wiA repentant grief 
Confcfs'd the<jods, and God-defccnded chief; 
His dimghter gare, the fhanger to detain^ 
Wirh half the honours of his ample reign.^ 
The Lyctans grant a chofen fpace of groand> 

40 With .Woods/ with vineyards» and with harvefis 

crown'd, . 

There 

f- ^^9» 7!&« Lycians jf4»t a ehtffn fpaet ifftmni,'] It was ufual 
hi the. ancient times, upon any iGigoal piece of fetvice pei- 
foimM by the Kings or great men, to have a poition of land 
decreed by the pubiick as a reward to them. Thus when Sar- 
fed»H in the twelfth book incites GIomchs to behave hlmfelf va- 
liantly, he puts him in miad of thefe poiTc^ons graoced by 
his countrymen, f, 310.- 

rx4u7jU) ftU in rii rtJifAn/utiSd. juiJikis'A &Cr 

ILAKQV9 pultoaic ^ ai^ii^tis iwg^o^io, 

^ the fame manner in the ninth book of Virgil^ Nifits is pro* 
mifed by ^faniuj the fields which were polTefi'd-by tUitinm, as> 
a reward for the feivice he undertook. 



Cf/tfi f^fd rtft htAu iff* Uttinm, 
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There long the chief his happy lot poflefs'dy 
With two brave fons and one fair daughter blefs'd; 
(Fair ev'n in heav'niy eyes; her fruitful Love 
Oown'd with Sarfedcn^B birth th* embrace of J^vt) 
^fBut when at laft, diftraded in his mind» 
Forfook by heav'n, foriaking human-kind. 
Wide o'er th'AUiam field he chofe to ftray, 
A loBgy forlorn, uncomfortable way ! 



Chapmm haif ta mtexpolttiim in this place* to tell' at tkat 
f^ld was afterwards call'd by the Lycisns, TbefUU •fwaadrdigSf 
f lom the wandiinj^s and dtftxaftion of BitUrifbm^ in the latter 
part of his life. But they were not tbefe fields that were ciil'd 
*AKtitoh bat thofe iipo» which he fell from the hoi(c Pffftpu^ 
when he endeavoiix'd (as the fable has it) to mount to hea?eo. 

#. 245. Bm when at Ufi, fiec] The fame Criticks who have 
taxed Htmtr for being coo tedious in this ftory of BtlUr^Pbtm^ 
have cenfured him for omitting to relate the particular omnce 
which had rais'd the anger of the Gods againfb a man for- 
merly fo highly favour'd by them: But this relation coming 
from the mouth of iiif giandfon, it is with, great decomnxana 
propriety he pajOfes over in filence thole cnmes of his ance- 
fior, which had provbk'd the divine vengeance againfi him* 
Milfn has interwoven this ftory with what ^•mn here xaUtes 
of BtUiMfhm, 

Ltfi frvm this fljing fieti UWiin^d (as 9net 
BelJerophon, thtuihffm a Uwtrciimey 
Difwunted 9H tht Mtizn.fieid I f^ti, 
Err9nt9Hs thert t9 wandtr andfthrn. Parad. loft. B. 7. 

Tully in his third book of TufiuUme queftions, having eb- 
IbrvM that perfoos opprefs'd with woe naturally (eek iblitude* 
iakanccfl this example of Btilero^kan^ and gives us histnmiht- 
lioA of two o£ theie Unest 

fyi mifir m cam^is fsuernu errahdt sAltfs^ 
dtfi fitm m ^dms, hmimm vefii^^i vitmy 

4 - J^QC, 
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Woes heapHl'on woes confum'd his wafted heart; 

fe>|OHis beauteous daughter fell bj Pbothes dart; 

f His eldeft-bom bj raging Mars was flain» 
In combato on the Solymdon plaiiK 
tifff^loehtn furviT'd; from him I came. 
The honoured autiior of my birth and name; 
fl^By his decree I fought the Tr^an town, 
'By his inftrudtions learn to win renown. 
To fiand the fiift in worth as in command^ 

■ 

To add new honours tp my native land. 
Before my. eyes my mighty fires to place,. * 

i^And emulate the glories of our race. 

He fpoke, and tranfport fill'd TyduUs* heart; 
In earth the gen'rous warrior fix'd his dart, 
Then friehdlyi thus,, the Lyciim Prince addrefL 
Welcome, my brave hereditary gueftL' 

%Thiis ever let us meet, with kind embrace^ 
Nor ftain the facred friend(hip of our race. 
Enow, chief, our grandiires have been guefts of old ; 
(Enetts the ftrong, BilUrcfhon the bold: 

Our 

f, 267. Our grsndfim h^9 httn gmjis- •f •U: ] The lawft of 
boipitality were ancieotly held in great veneration. The 
fiiendlhip contraifted hereby was fo facred, that they prefert'd 
it to all the bands of confanguiBity and. alliapce, and ae- 

coiuikA it obiiRatoiy cyca t9 the thw aad fwuth geacxation. 



], 



Our ancient feat his hotfOv'd prdence grac'd* ^ |1 



\ 



p 



Ci 



^70 Where twenty day^ in genial rites he pafi'd*- 

The parting heroes mutual prcfcnts left ; \ 

A golden goblet was thy grandfire's^gift;'^ 

Oenms a belt .of matchlefs work beftbw'd, ■ 

That rich with Tyrum dye refulgent ^wU '■ ■ ' i 

x7j'(This from his pledge I Icam'd^ which fafdy ftor'd^- 
Among my treai«rc5> Hill adorns my board: 
For Tydem left me young, i when xMVs wsdl • 
Beheld the fons of Gmu untimely :fidl.)- 
Mindflil of this, in friend&ip let us join ; > 

280 If hcav'n our fteps to foreign lands indihe; 
My gueft in Argos thou, and I in LycU thine. 

We have feen in' the foiesoing ftoiy of B^itrofkn, thMtTrmtm^ 
a Piince under rhe'fnppoution of being iiijoi'd in the higheft 
degiee, is yet afxaid to revenge himfelf upon the citmiiial on • 
this account : He is forced to fend him into Lycis rather than 
be guilty of a breach of this law in his own cpiimsy. And'the 
King of LjrcU having enteitain'd the ftranger before he unfeal*d 
the letters, puts him upon expeditions abroad, in which he 
night be deftroy'd, rather than at his court. We here (ee 
Di»mtd and GUncHt agreeing not to be enemies during the 
whole courfe of a war, onl^ becaufe their grandfathers had 
been mutual guefts. And we afterwards find Tiuar engaged 
with the Oteks en this account againft the Trtjanj^ tho' he was 
'himfelf of TrejM extra^iou, the nephew of P nam by the mo- 
thei's fide, and coufin german of ILffor, whole life he pur- 
fues with the utmoft violence They preferved in their fami- 
lies the piefeats whicn had been made on thefc occasions, as 
obliged to ttanfmit to their chiidtCA thc mcmoiials of. this 
jight of hofpitality. £t*/i£tkim, 

6 ' Enough 
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Efiough of Trtitmt to thil hnce fliidl yield* 
In tke fuU harveft of yon* ample field; 
Enough: of Gre#Ari (hall die thy fpear withjore;. 

•Sf But thou and J>i$mid be foef no fiK>re. 

Now change we arms, and piore to either hoft^ 
,We guard the frimdihip of the line we boaft. 

Thus having faid, the gallant chiefi alight. 
Their. hands they join, their mutual faith they plight; 

t90^Brare GUucus then each narrow thought refign'd, 
O*^ warm*d his bofbm and enlarg'd his mind) 
For Diofneds brafs arms, of mean device. 
For which nine oxen paid (a vulgar price) 



#• apr. love ^drm*d hh hfgm dndinUrg^d his mmd^ The 
words in the origifial aie c|ixi7o #j^f«r, whkk may «qiu(l!f 
be interpreted, ht to»k^ mv^aj^ his finfi, or ht eUvnttd bis mind. 
The former being a reflexion upon Oisuums** prodence, foe 
making To nnequai an exchange, the latter a praife of the 
magnanimity and geoerofity which induc'd hini to it. f «r- 
ffyry contends for its being undexftood in this laft way, and 
Eufisthwst Monfieur and Madam £>4c/>r are of the fame opi" 
Bion. Notwichftanding 't ?s certain that Htmer ufes the fame 
words in the contrary fenfe in the feventeenth Iliad, f. 470. 
of the original, and in the nineteenth, f, 197. And it is an 
obvioDs rematk, that the iuterpietation of Porphyry as much 
di(honours Diomed who propoied this exchange, as it does ho- 
nour to GUmtu for confenting to it. However I have followed 
it, if not as a fufter, as the moft hcxoic fenfC) and as it has 
the Doblet aii in poccjy. 



He 
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He gave his own, of gold divinely wrought^ 
195* A hundred Beeves the OuniBg purchafe bon^n 
Meantime the guardian of the Tr(jan ftate» 
Greet HeShr^ enter'd at the S€Mn> gate. 
Beneath the beech-trees confeaated (hades. 
The ThyVm matrons and the Trajan maids 
300 Around him flock'd, all ptefi'd with pious care 
Forhufbandsy brothers, fons, engaged in war. 
He bids the train in long proceffion go, 
And feek the Gods, t' avert th* impending woe; 
And now to Priam^s (lately courts he came, 
305'Rais'd^on arch*d columns of (tupendous frame; 
O'er thefe a range of marble druAure runs, 
The rich pavilions of his fifty fons. 
In fifty chambers lodged : and rooms of Sate 
Opposed tp thoUe, where Priam s daughter (ate: 

f. 29$. *A bunirtd teeves.'} I wonder the curious fiavf not. 
xemark'd fiom this place, that the piopoction of the value 
of t»id to hdfi in the time of the Trijan war, was but as tn 
htmuftd to nine I allowing thefe armours of eaual weight ; which 
ns they belonged to men of equal (lrength> is a reafbnable - 
ilippoution. As to this mannec of computing the value of 
the armour by beeves or oxen^ it might be either becauie the 
money was anciently ftamp'd with thofe figures, 01 Cwhich i* 
moft piobable in this place) becaufe in thofe times they, ge- 
nerally purchafed by exchange of conunoditics, i.% we (ee^y 
• f adage acax the end of the fcventh book; 

Twelve 
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)Twdve domes for them tnddieir lov'dfpoufesflione; 
Of equal beauty, and of polifli'd done. 
Hither great Hi^r pafs'd> nor pafi'd unfeen 
Of royal H$c$iha^ his mother Queen. 
(With her LacMci, M^hofe beauteous face 
' Surpafs'd the nyn^>hs of TV^'s illuftrious race) 
Long in a ftrid embrace (he held her fon. 
And prefs*d his hand, and tender thus begun. 

O He^hr ! fay, what great occafion calls 
My fon from fight, whenGref«y furrounds our walls? 
)C6m*ft thpu to fupplicate th' almighty pow'r, . . 
With lifted hands from l/io^'s lofty tow*r? 
Stay, till I brinjjthe cup with aif^Wcrown'd, 
In ^9Vi% high name, to fprinkle on the ground. 
And pay due vows to all the Gods around. 
fThen with a plenteous draught refrefii thy foul. 
And draw new fpirits from the generous bowl; 
Spent as t^ou art wi^h lojfig laborious fight, . 
The brave defender of thy country's ri^* 

Far hence be Bacchus gifb (the chief rejoin'd) 
olnSanung wine, pernicious to mankind. 

Unnerves the limbs, and dulls the noble mind. 

. Let 

* ■ ■ -• ' . • 

f, IZ9* Tdr hi»o$.h,W^edk9^''-gtfh^Miilkmhiifflw.} This 
«Mxim of lfr^«r'« conceuung wine, ha« a gceac deal if tnuh 
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Let chieft abftain, ^d Ifpare tbe ftcred joicd' ' . 
To fprinkle to the Gods, its better ufe. 
By me that holy office were prophan'd ;- 
33f 111 fits it me, with human gore diftain'd,. 
To the pure fkies thefe horrid handi to raifilr. 
Or offer heav'tis g»«t Sire^ polluted praife*. ''\ 

In it. Ii|i« t ^idgaz aiiftai^ (o imagittctlietfe'»f wiiitdArr 
raifes the fpiiits, ox encieafes ftrength. The beft PhjfidtBf 
^ee with Vvmtr in this point i wbtterer ^mt teodeu ftMiezs 
nay obje^k to this old heroic ngimtn. One may take nocipe' 
tlitt^«nrp/»» as weirat4f#£^w«sft«ater-4xiakeci fofh^iM 
n NdZjAritt by vow, and as fuch was focbid the iiTe of idaCi 
70 wh¥:fa Ji6i^ jOlodcaSn Ins ^SltMNf/^v^ 

%A$MnJi th* tsjfirm t^^ trunjltuint^ r^*^ 
With utictf dtheruH if heAv*»ifiiiy nd; 
I dr4Mkt fr»m tin cUsr miikj jitke dUfit^ 
Vbirfiy 4md refrefli*d\ nor eHvy*d tlwn tht grd^i, 
Wh»f9 imdt $km tmMmi H^mfiUf ^amk fiimt. 



f. 135. iU/hs hmt^ with btmM gMdifMd^ 8ce.l Tli^'^ 
cuftom which prohibits perfons .polluted with blood to oet* 
form any offices of dtrine wotfliipbcfbre^*tliey were -patifiea, u 
fb ancient and univerfal, that it may in rpmpfotc be efteem*^* \ 
a precept of natural religion* tending ¥o infptre in oncommoa 
diead and xelicioos horror of bloodlhed^ There is a fine paf- 
fage in Bmifidts, where IfjhiginU fligars how iftipt^lfible it is- 
that human facxi^ces (hoiild be acceptable to theGods> (uic« 
they do not permit any defilM with blood, or even polloted^ 
with the touch of a dead body> to come near theit altari* ; 
ifhig. in Taurit, f. 380. Vir^l makes hts t/£ni4i fay the fimOi 
thing i/c^tr does hexe.. I 

Me MU i tant§ dignjptm 4r C4d* nemti' 

Yoir 
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Y0U9 with your matrons^ go ! a fpodefi train«^ 
And bum rich odours in MimrvAS £ine; 

) The largefl mantle your full wardrobes hold».^ 
Mofl priz'd for art, and labour'd o'er with gold^ 
Before the Goddefs* honoured knees be fpread,. 
And twelve young heifers to her altar led. 
So may the f ow*r, atton'd by fervent pray*r» 

f Our wives, our infants, and^our dJy fparet 
And far avert iodides' wafteful ire» 
Who mows whole troops, aad makes all T^y retire^ 
Be this> O; mother, your religious care^. 
I go to rowze foft Paris to thp w^j. 

olf yet, not loll to all the fenfe of (hame» 
The recreant warrior hear the yoice of ftme.. 
Oh would kind earth the hateful wretch embfaQ9^^ 
That peft of Troy^ that ruin of our race ! 
Deep to the dark abyfs might he defcend^ 

fliTpy yet fiiould flouhdi, an4 kny fofrows tnW. 
' This heard,(be gave comiffaiKl;aBd'fammoh*d€amt 
Bach noble matron* and iUu&rtous dame. 
The Phrygian Queen to her rich wardrobe went. 
Where treafur*d. odors hreath'd a coftly fceat. . 

■.X . . • 

Thcie^ 
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gdo There lay the vcftures, of no vulgir art, 

SldonuLn maids embroider'd cv'ry part. 

Whom from foft Sidon youthful Paris bore. 

With HeUn touching on the Tyrlan fhore. 

Here as the Queen revolv'd with careful eyes 
36f The Tarious textures and the various dies. 

She chofe a veil that fiione fuperior far. 

And glow'd refulgent as the morning ftar; 

Herfelf with this the long procei&on leads; 

The train majeftically flow proceeds. 
370 Soon as to iSmi*s topmoft tow'r they come; 

And awful reach tide high PoUadUn dome, 

jintewrs confort, fair Thano, waits 

As Pallas' prieltefs, and unbars the gates. 

With hands uplifted and imploring eyes, 

375* They fill the dome with fupplicating cries. 

The 

i^. i6u SidoniaA msUt$j} DiOyf Cntmp^ Gk T. aeqntims as 
that Pdris letum'd not diieftly toTrty tftet the rmpe of IMi»f 
hut fctch'd a conpafi, pn4>ably to avoid parfiut. He toodi'd 
at <f '<£•», where he fatpiia*d the King ofPheenuis by night, aad 
cairy'd off many of his treafiixea and captives, among which 
piobably were thefe Sidmisn women. The author of the an* 
cie^t poem of the Cy^n4uki faySf he (ailed from Sfdrts to Tny 
in the fpace of three days : from which vjiiSkf^ Htndttu cwr 
dudes that poeip was not H^mtr's, We find in the fcri^tines, 
that Tyre and Sydon were famous for works: in gold» embroidayt 
&c. and for whatever regarded magnificence and luxoiy. 

f, 974. With bsuiis itplifted.} The only geftute defctib'd by 
MmtTf as aled by thc.ancients ia the invocatioa of the Gods, 
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The Prieftefs then the (hining veil difplays, 

Plac'd on Mimrva*^ knees, and thus (he prays* 

Oh awful Goddefs ! ever-dreadful maid. 

Trie's ftrong def(;nce» unconquer'd PulUsf aid ! 

Break 

is the Itftmg ap their hands to heaven. Virgil frequently al- 
hides to this prance; panicnlarly in the fecond book there 
is a paiTage, the bjeamy of which is much xais*d by this coiir 
fidczation, 

Eut trdUtium pdffh Pridmad virg^ 
CrinSms^ i temflo, Cd/ptndrdt ddytipjiu MamvM^ 
^d eeel»m Undem drdentid Irnnind pjifird^ 
Ltuninai! .nam ururds drccbant vinctUa palmas. 

#. 37«. Oh dwful Gvddefs, &c.] This proceffion of thciV#- 
i<M matrons to the tempie of Mmtrvd, with their offering, and 
tiie ceremonies i the* it be a pafiage fome moderns have cri- 
tids'd upon, feems to have particularly pleasM Virgil. For 
be has not only introduc'd it among the figures in the pi* 
ftoie at Carthage f t/£n, I. ;i^. 483. 

Inttres ad templum n$n aqMd Pdlladis ikant 
Crtmhus Jliades p^JpSy peplum^m fntbant 
€ttppliciter trijfes ', ir ttrnjis pi£l»ra palmis, 
DivAfilofixoj 9chIos avtrfd tetubat, 

lot he has again copied it in the eleventh book, where the 
^«ui dames make the fame procellion npon the approach of 
•€mm to their city. The prayer to the Goddefs is txaniiated 
idmoft word for word: f, 483. 

^rmiftens belli prafei, Tritinid virgt, 
trange manu tetum Pbrygii pradtmsf ir ipfton 
Frtmmm fttme ftUf ptrtij^ ^ffitnde' fiik aitif. 

I ■ 

This prayer in the Latin Poet feems introdnced with lefs pro- 
priety, fiacc Palldt appears no where intetefted in the conduft 
cf a&ixa chio* the whole i/£ntid. The fixil iixtc of the Grtek 

. . . . ^ . . ■ ■ heie 
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380 Break thou Ty/iiir/ fpcar, and let him fell 

Prone on the duft before th« Trojan wall. 

So twelve young heifers, guiltlefs of the yoke. 

Shall fill thy temple with a gratefol fmoke. 

But thou, atton'd by penitence and pray'r, 
385* Our fclves. our infants, and our city fparei 

So pfay'd the Prieftcfs in her holy fane; 

So vow'd the matrons, but they vow*d in vain.' 
While thefe appear before the pow'r with pray'rs^' 

He^ar to Paris* lofty dome repairs. 

390Himfelf the manfion raised, from ev'ry part 

AiiSmblijiig architeds of m^tchlefs art 

Nctf 



Itere is trtnfl^ted mare literally than the former verfions; 
t^va-inloxt, SHa ^tien. I take the fixft Epithet to aUude to 
MinervA^s being. the particular ptotedrefs of Tr^r by means of 
the PAlladiHm, and not (as Mr. Htbbes nnder^ands it) the 
proteftrefs of all cities in general. 

J^. 387. But they vvj*d in VAin."] For Helenus oiAj OidtitA 
that prayers (hould be made to Minerva to drive Dt0nud£tom' 
before the walls. But ThtAno prays that Dtmned may periih» 
and pcrift flying, which is included in his falling f»rvj»dt 
Madam DAcier is fb free as to obfcrve here, that women arc 
feldom moderate in the prayers they make againil their ene- 
mies} and therefore are feldom heard. 

f. 3po. Himfilfth§ mAnfien rAif*d.} I rauft Own my &lf nOC 
fo great an enemy to Patu as fomeof the commentators. His 
blind pafHon is the unfortunate occafion of the ruine of bii 
country, and he has the ill fate to have all his £ne qualities- 
fwallowed up in that. And indeed 1 cannot fay he endea- 
vours much to be a better man than his nature made hixn. 
But as to his parts and tuxa of nuAdi I fee AOthing that is 

either 
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Priam' ^ <ourt and Besots .palace ftatiA 
oxnpou5 firu&ure, and the town commande, - 
ir the. Jiera bore of wondrous ftrength, 
I ten cubits wasihe lance's length, 
ileely point with golden ringlets join'd, 
s bim brandifli'dy i^t each motion fhin'd. 
entringin the glht'ring rooms he found 
otber-chicf, whofe ufelefi anus lay rounds 
res delighting with their fplcndid (how, 
:'ning the fhield, and poliftiing the bow. 



wtuky or wicked, the general manners of thofe times 
*fed. On the contrary » a centle foul, patient of good' 
, dio* indolent enough to torget it $ and liable only tm 
ailty of love, which methinfcs might in his cafe aa well 
It's he charged upon the Starst and the G«ds, So verf 
as aconftitution, and fo incomparable^ beauty to pro- 
r, might be temptation enough even to a wife man* 
fome degree make him deceive compaflson, if not. par- 
It U remarkable, that Hpmer does not paint him and 
''as feme other Poets would have done) like monfters» 
r to Gods and Men, but allows their chara&ers inch 
table qnaiifications as could confift, and in truth geoe- 
la* with tender frailties. He gives Paris (everal polite 
.pHfiiments, and in particulst a turn to tho(e iciences 
re the refult of a fine imagination. He makes him have 
; and addition to curions w$rks of all ibrts, which cHus'd 
3 tranfport Sidtnian artifts to Troj, and employ himfeif ' 
ae in adorning and fini(hing his armour : And now we 
Id that he aflembled the raoft skilful builders from alt 
of the country, to render his palace a compleat piece 
xhitt&ure. This, together with what Homer has faid elfe- ' 
of bis skill in the H^rpi which in thofe days included 
idufickjAn^ Ptetr^, mtj 1 think cftablUh him a Btl-Efirit 

Be&dfi 
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Befide him EiUn with her virgins ftands. 
Guides their rich labours, and inftruds their handi; 
Him thus unaAive, with an ardent look 

4<^J'The Prince beheld, and high-refenting fpoke; 
Thy hate to Trrj^ is tiiis the time to (how ? 
(Oh wretch ill-fated, and thy country's foe !) 
Paris and Greece againft us both confpire. 
Thy dofe refentment, and their vengeful ire. 

410 For thee great llMz guardian heroes fall. 
Till heaps of dead alone defend her wall? 

f. 406. Thy hdte u Tfoy, &t,'\ All the commentatois ob- 
ieive this ipeech of HtBor to be a piece of artifice; iic (ceiiit> 
to imagine that the tetiiement of Paris proceeds 011I7 Itom' 
his xefentment sgainft the Tr^jMu, and not horn his indo- 
lence, luxury, ox any other caufe. PImanh thus diioootfes 
upon it. <* As a diicreet phyfician rather chufes to cure his 
*< patient by dic;t or ttSt, than by caftorenmorfcammony; fo 
** a good tiiend, a good mafter, or a good father, ate al* 
<( ways better pleas'd to make ufe of commendation than re« 
'* proof, for the reformation of manners : For nothing fo 
*\ much aififts a man who reprehends with frankncia and li-> 
'' berry, nothing renders him lefs ofienfive, or better ptq- 
*' motes his good defign, than to reprove with calmnefi, ^ 
'* fcAion, and temper. He ought not therefore to urge them 
** too feverely if they deny the faft, nor fbref^all their ynfti- 
*^ fication of themfeives, but rather try to help them oar, 
** and furniih them artificially with honeft and colourable 
^ pretences to ezcufe them % and the' he fees that their fault 
'< proceeded from a more Ihameful caufe, he (hould yet im- 
** pute it to fomething lefs criminal. Thus HtSw deals with 
*< PAtiSf when he tells him. This ts mt thi tim€ f msmifs/t jtm 
*< anger againft the Trojans : As if his retreat from the battel 
'* had not been abfolutely a flight, but merely the e£Beft of 
*' refentment and iadignatioji. Hue Of kfnini^ « JUturtr 
** fr»m a friind^ 

For 
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For thee the foldier bleeds, the matron mourns, 
And waftful war in all itsr fary burps. 

Ungrateful man ! deferves not this thy care, 
fOur troops to hearten, and our toils to fliare? 

Rife, or behold the conquering flames, afcend. 

And all the Phrygian glories at an end. 

Brother, 'tis juft (reply *d the bcautepus youth) / 

Thy free remonftrancp proves thy worth and truth : 
OYct charge my abfence lefs, oh gen'rous chief! 

On hate to Troy, than confcious (hame and grief: 

Here, .hid from humane eyds, thy brother fate, . 
"And moun'd in fecrct, his, and Jlions fate. . *. 

'Tis now enough : now glory fpreads her chalms, ; , 
f And beauteous Helen calls her chief to arms, 

Conqueft to day my happier fword may blefs, . 

'Tis man's to fight, but hcav ns to givefucceft 



1^.418. BHther, *ris jH^, &CC.] P^rtV readily Jii^ Bold of rhc ' * 

preiezc HeSior had furnifhM him with, and confefles he has 
partly coach'd upon the true leafon of his reueati but th^t it 
was zlto paitiy occadonM by the concern he felt at the- vi do- 
xy of his rival. Next he pi9fe0es his leadineG i'or the Hghtj i 
faiiic nothing can be a. finer trait (if we condder his chara^ec) 
than what Hmff puts ,iu' his .moyth ju^ in this place* that 
.Ih is m*w. ixh^rted t9 jt by i^elen : Which (Ticws that iiot the 
danger* of his countiy' and .parents, neitl^er private flume, 
nor publick Hatred, copId'jQ .much prevail upon hijtii. i,%, the 
commands of his nulliei^i to gp aud iccov^i: his fiououi. 

Vol. II. G But 
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But while I um, contain diy ardent mind ; 
Or gOy and Puns (hall not hg behind. 
430 ^^ f^^' i^^f anfwer'd IVY4m's warlike foft ; 
When HsUh thus with lowly grace begun. 

Oh gen'rous brother ! if the guilty dame 
That caus*d thefe woes, dererve a filter's name ! 

« 

Won'd heav'n, e're all thefe dreadful deeds were done 
435* The day, that fliow'd me to the golden fun. 
Had feen my death ! Why did not whirlwinds bear 
The fiatal infant to the fowls of air i 
Why funk I not beneath the whelming tyde. 
And 'midft the roarings of the waters dy'd? 
440Heav'n fiird up all my ills, and I accurft 
Bore alU and PmHs of thofe ills the woril. 
Milen at lead a braver fpoufe might claim, 
Warm'd with fome virtue, fome regard of hmtl 
Now tir'd with toils, thy fainting limbs recline, 
44$' With toils, Main'd for Par'u' fake and mine : 

f. 41 z. Helen^f ff*^'^ The xepencance of HtknA (which 
we have befoie obrenr*4 //•mmt nevei lofes an opportunity of 
4nanifiefting) it finely touchM again here. Upon the whole, 
we fee the Gods aic always conccni*d in what befmllt an im- 
^rtunate beauty: Her ftars fotedoomM all the ihifchicf, 
4Uid Heaven was to blame in fufiering her to lire : Then Ihe 
iiairly gets quit of the infamy of her lover, and thews fbe has 
, Jilgher feotiments of hoi^onr than he. How very nataial is 
flUthis in the like chaxadexs so this ^j? 

The 
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The Gods have hnk^d oar miferaUe doom; 
Our prefent woe, and infiun^ to come: 
Wide (ball it fpreadt ind laft thro' ages lonf^ 
Example fad ! and theme of future fong. 

o The chief replj'd : This time forbids to reft: • 
The l>ojdn bands by hoftile fury preft» 
Demand their Hi^or, and his arm require; 
The combate urges, and my ibuTs on fire. 
Urge tkou thy Knight to march where glory caDs^ 

rf And timely join me> e're I leave the walls* 
E*re yet I mingle in the direful fray. 
My wifci my inftnt, claim a moment's ftay; 
This day (perhaps the laft that fees me here) 
Demands a parting word, a tender tear : 

^This day, fome God who hates our Trojan land 
May vanquiih HtSior by a Grecian hand. 

He faid, and paft with fad pre&^g heart 
To feek his fpoofe, his foul's far dearer part; 

f, 4tf a. Tbi Epiftdt $f Heftor md Aadiomiclie.] Hmtr im- 

•d^bccdly (hints moft upon the sieat fiibjefts, in taiisng ooc 

•dmiiation oi tciiox: Pitjr, and the {onti paflionsy tie not 

(6 much of the ntture or his f ocm, which is foi ined upon 

•aagcx and the violence of ambiiioiL But we htfecaowta 

thmk his genius was no lefs capable of touching the beait 

with tendeinefsy than of fifing It wttb gloir, from the few 

•koiclMslMliasleftiisafhU^NKeUtflwcisnaifnqrtgo. Ia 

a a . dia 
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At home he fought herV fauthe fought in: vikLf 

46 J She with one maid of all her menial train, . . • . • 

Had thence retir'd ; and with ber fecond j oy,- 

The young Afi^amx^ the hope bf J^^y. 

PenfiveAc ftood on lUon's tow'xy height. 

Beheld the war^ aiid ficken'd at the fight ; 

There 

the prefcnt Epifode of the parting of HtShr and ^ndfuuuhtt 
he has afTembled all that lovie, grief>. and corapaifion could 
infpire. The greateft ccnfurcw of Hoiner ^lave «ckndwledg*d 
thcmfclvcs charmed with this part ,. even Monficur PeroHlt, 
rranilated it into french verfe as sr kind of penitenthil facri- 
fice for the facrilegcl^ehad^ committed agaiimxhif authoL . 

This Epifode tends very much to raife the cha'radei of 
Jie^tr^ and endeai.him to every readei. This hero, iha* 
doubtful if he (hould ever fee Tri; again, yet goes not to his 
wife and cHild, *dil aiFtei hq has taken care fpr the facttfice» 
exhorted Paris to the fight, and difchaig'd every duty to the 
Gods, and tO:his oountxy^ his love of which, as we former- 
ly remarked, makes his chief chara^cr. What a beautiful 
contcafte has Homit. made between the manners of PAtis and 
thofe of He^or, as he here (hews them one after the other 
in this domeftick light, and in their regards to the fair fcz^ 
"What a difference .between the chara^^x^ and behaviour of 
Heltn and o€ ^»dr»m»rhe ^ And what an amiable piftute of 
conjugal love, opposM to that of unlawful pafiion } 

I niuft not forget; that Mr. Dry den has formerly 'tranflated 
this admirable Epifode, and with fo much fiiccefs, as to leave 
me at leaft no hopes of improving or equalling it. The ut- 
moft I can preteud is to have avoided a few modern phrafes 
and deviations from the original, which have efcaped chat 
great man* 1 am unwilling to remaik upon an author to 
whoin every frl*l^'Ik Poerowes ro,much;.andikall therefbfe 
;.9nJ^, ta^e.focice of/a,ciitio(m of Jiis, which 1 muft be^obll- 
sS^<^ 1^9 >i«4vex in its place, as it is an aocufacion jo£ Hftmr 

j^. 46*. Ptnfivt flftfti'^d jt» llioo'i faulty heigbt.^iit is ai''fiffe 
tisi^a^inauQi) to cepiefent the ccndetocfs of uimU^mschi fot 
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f7o There her fad eyes in- vain her I^rd explore, 
Or weep .the wounds her bleedii>g country bore. 
But ho who found not whom his foul defir'd, 
Whofe virtue charmed hini as her beauty fird. 
Stood in the gates, and aik'd what way (he bent 

475* Her parting ftep ? If to the fane (he went, 
Where late the mourning matrons made refort; 
Or fought her lifters in the Trt^an court ? 
Not to the court, (reply'd th' attendant train) 
Nor mix'd with matrons to Minerva s fane: 

480X0 llUns fteepy tow'r flie bent her way, . 
To marlC the fortunes of the doubtful day. 
Trvy fle^, flii^ h^rd, before the Grecian fwofd; 
She heflff'd> and trembled for her abfe&t Lord : 
ffifttadted with furprize, (he feem'd to fly, 

48; Fear on her cheek, andforrow ifi her ey«* 
The nurfe attended with her infant boy, 
Xtc young Afi^anaxy the hope of Tro^. 

Mffr,' l»y her ftanding upon the tower of Tnj^ and watching 
all his motions in the neld^ even the religious proceilion 
to WnervA*s temple coiild not draw her from this place, at a 
ti^e when Ihe thought her husband in danger. 

'f, 471. Wbopt virtue chAtm^d himy- ^c.2 Henur in this verfc 
panicnlarizcs the virtue oisAniremMhe in the Epithet dju^/uofaf 
bUmtUff, or without a ftmlt^ I have ufed it lictcialiy in another . 
part of this Bpifodc. 

G 3 Ht5lw^ 
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Htifar^ this heard» retam*d witbont ddiy.; 
Swift thro* the town he trod kis former way, 

490 Thro' fh-eets of palaces^ and walks of ftate; 
And met the mourner at the Suan gate. 
With hafte to meet him fpning the joyful fiur^ 
His blamelefs wife, A'etions wealthy heir: 
(CillcUn Theb^ great Aeticn fway'd^ 

495* And Hipp0placu$ wide-extended (hade) 

The nurfe flood near, in whofe emhnices preft 
His only hope hung fmiling at her breaft* 
Whom each foft charm and early grace adom» 
Fair as the new-bom Rar that gilds the mom* 

500 To this lov'd injBmt H§efor gave the name 

Scamandrim, fsomScAmaftdir'shonova'dtotaani 

Afiyamm 

f, 488. Ke6t<u, thit himtiy ftntmU.J tkSUr does not ftay to 
feck his wife on the ^owet of lliut, bnt bafiens where the bop 
fiaefs of the field calls him. Homer is never wantins in 
point of honour and decency, and while he conftantly Qbcf% 
the ftrt^eft rules, finds a way to make them contribute to' 
the beamy of his ^oem. Here for inftance he has managed 
it fo, that this obkivance of HtSor*^ is the caufe of a ycry 
pleadng Hirpitze to the reader 3 for at fiift he is not a Lttla 
difappoioted to find that Hthor does not meet sAndr»m4ub€^ 
and is no lefs pleafed afterwards to fee them encounter by 
<hance, which gives him a fatisfstftion he thought he had 
Jpft. Dader, 

f.$oi. Scamgndrins, from Scamander*i bonoMtU Jhodmy S^c.} 
This mannet of giving proper names to children, derived 
from any place, accident, or quality belonging to them or 
^hsii pucRt^i is very aaciCAta and was cuftomary among the 

HehiWJ, 
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jfydnax the Trofans call'd the boy. 
From his great father, the defence of Troy. 
Silent the warrior fmil'd, and pleas'd refign^d 
'^f To tender paeons all his mighty mind: 
His beauteous Princefs cafl a mournful look, 

« 

Hung on hishand, and then dejeded fpoke; 

Her bofom labour'd with a boding figh. 

And the big tear Hood tremhUng in her eye. 
no Too during Prince ! ah whither doft thou run ? 

Ah too forgetful of thy wife and fon I 

And think*ft thou not how wretched we (hall be, 

A widow I, an helplefs orphan he ! 

For fure fuch courage length of Ufe denies, 
Hf And thou muft fall, thy virtue's facrifice. 

Qr$$(0 in her fingle heroes (trove in vain; 

Now Hofts oppofe thee, and thou mUlt be flain! 
^^ Oh grant me Gods ! e*re He^ior meets his doom. 

All t can a(k of heav*n, an early tomb ! 
fW So (hall my days in one fad tenor run. 

And end with forrows as they firil begun. 

Mrtws. The Tr§i4Hs ctUM the ion of He^»r, Uftyandx^ be» 
cau(e (as it is faid here and at the end of the twenty iecond'' 
hook) bis fdthir defended the aty. There axe many inftances o£ 
the fame kind in the thirtieth chapter of Gine/u, where th« 
names given to fsceb^s children, ^d the ceafons of thoic 
namies, axe enumcxatcd. 

G- 4 t^o 
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No parent now remains, my griefs to fliare. 
No father's aid, no mother's tender care. 
The fierce Achilles wrapt our walls in fire, 
r^fLay'd Theb^e wafte, and flew mj warlike Sire ! 

His 

Ji^. 524. The fierce Achilles, &e.'\ Mr. Dryden^ in the preface 
to the third volume of MifcelUnj P^ems, has paft a judgment 
upon parr of this fpeech, which isaltogctherunworthy of him. 
«« Andromache (fays hc^ in the midft of her coocernment 
** and. fright for HeSfor, runs off her biafs, to tell him a fto- 
« ryof hei: pedigree, and of the lamentable death of hex fa- 
« ther, her mother, and her fcven brothers. The Devil was 
«( in He^or, if he knew not all this matter, as well as (he who 
« to]dit hjta^ for (he had been his bedfellow for many 
<» years together: And if he knew it, then it muft be con- 
«-' fefsM, that Homer in this long digre(fion, has lachex given 
** us his own charafter, than that of the fair Lady whom he 
•* paints. His dear friends the commentators, who never 
<< faii him at a pinch, will needs excufe him, by making 
** Uic prcfeiir forrow of Avdromachey w occ^fion the remem- 
*' branceof all ihcpa(t: But others think that (he had enough 
" to do with that gtief which now opprefs'd her, without run- 
r *' ning for afliftancc to her family ". But may it not be 
anfwcr'd, That nothing was more natural in xAndrom/uhe, 
than to recolk^ her paft calamities, in ordex to repiefent 
her prefcnt diftrcfs to He^or in a fttongcr light, and (hew het 
utter dcfettion if he (hould perifli? What could more enedu* 
ally work upon a generous and render mind, like that of 
He^or ? What could therefore be niote proper to each of their 
charafters ? If He^or be ii.duccd to refrain from the field, it 
proceeds from compa(Tion to Attdromaihe: \i yAndromMhe en- 
deavour to perfuade him, it proceeds from her fear for the 
lifq of Hector. Homer had yet a farther view in this recapita- 
lition; it tends to raife his chief hero ^i^'//?s and acquaints 
ps with thofe great atchievmcnts of his which preceded the 
opening of the Poem. Since there was a nccelfity that this 
hero (hould be abfent from the a^ion during a gieat part of 
the lliadt the Poet has (hewn his art in nothing more, than in 
the methods he takes from time to time to keep up out great 

idea 
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His fate compaffion in the vi<ftor bccd ;. 
Stem as he was, he- yet rcvcr'd the dead, 
His radiant arms preferv'd from hoftile fpioil. 
And lay'd him decent on the flin*r^l pyle; 
rs^Then rais'd a mountain where hi? bones were burn'di 
The mountain nymphs the rural tomb adom'd, 
^ovi% fylv^n daughters bade their elms beft'ow 
A barren (bade, and in his honour grow. 

' , By 

idea oFliiin, and to awaken ouf expcftatation of what be iir 
to perform in the progrefs of the work. His greateft enemies 
cannot upbratd, or complnin of hmi, -but at the fame time 
they confefs his glory, and defcribe- his vidories. When sA- 
ptllo encourages the Trojani'to fight, it is by telling them.^> 
chilles fights no more. When /mi* animates the (Jrukji it is 
by putting them in mind' that they have to do with enemies 
who diirft not appear out of their walls wl^il^ «^ci&i//M caga- 
gcd. When .Andromache trembles for He^9r , it is with re- 
membrancc-of the rcfiftlefs force o^ ^thillfs. And when *^- 
gMiemnon would biibe him to a leconciliation* it is partly 
with thofe very tieafuies and fpoils which had been wqn by 
xA-hilUs himlelf. 

]^. 528. f-^is Arms prefervU from ho^ilt fpoH.} This clrcum- 
ftancc of ^^'fition^s being burned with his arms^ will not appear 
trivial in this relation, when we rcfleft wtth wh<it eager paf- 
fion tbeie ancient heroes fought to fpoil and carry off the 
armour of a vanqui(h*d enemy ; and therefore this aftioir 
^i sAchilles is mention'd as an inftance of uncommon favour 
and gencrofity. Thus ^yEntAs in K/r^i7 having flain Ldufms^ 
aad being mov*d with compalHon ioi this unhappy youth> 
gives a promife of the like favour. 

n^rma, fuibus Utatufy hahe tud : te^fue parentum 
MdnibHJ, «*r cintri, Ji qua eji (A cnra, remitt§, 

f. 5}». Jove** (ylvan daughters hade their elms he flow Jf harren 

Jhide^ dec] It was the cuftom (o plant aboat tombs only fuch 
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B7 the fame arm mjr fev'n brave brothejrs fell» 
535* In one fad day beheld thet gates of hcU; 

While the fat herds and ihowy flocks they: fed,, 

Amid their fields the baplefs Heroes bled ! 

My mother liv'd to bear the TL&or*s bands». 

The Queen of H$pf0fUc$4L$ fylvan lands : 
540 Redeemed too Iate» (he fcarce beheld ^aini 

Her pleafing empire and her native plain,. 

When ah ! oppreft by life-confuming woe,, 

Sht feU a vidim to Diat$4'% bow.: 
Yet while my 1^?^^/ ftill furvives, I.fee 
54J:My father, mother, brethren, all, in thee;. 

Alas ! my parents, brothers, kindred, all,. 

Once more willpcriflj if my H06ior fall. 

Thy wife, thy infant, in thy danger (hare:; 

Oh prove a.husband's anda.fathefs care ! 



trees as^elms, al<ie», &c. that bear no fmk, as being moft 
fuitable tp (he dead This pai&ge alludes to chat piece of 
JMttiquity. 

j^. 54 J- *^ viSim t§ Diai)a*i **iu.J The Creeks afciibed all 
fudd^n death of wom^^n to Dimh, So Vlyjfn^ in Odyjp. 11. 
asks intidia, among the 0iades. if (he died by the darts of 
DUaa? And in the prefent book, Lao/isme, \}ig daughtec of 
JBeiteropheuy is (aid to havc pcrilh'd young by the arrows of 
this Goddcls. Or petha^^s ii m ty allude to fomc difeafe fatal, 
tp women, fuch.as MAiYobin. Ipcaks of. Sstt. i. 17. Fetmmds 

I, That 



i 
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tfo That quarter moft the fkilfol 6rii&/ annof. 
Where yon* wild fig-trees join the wall o£Tray^' 
Thou, from this tow'r defend th' important poftj^. 
There Agamemnon points his dreadful hoft. 
That pafs Tydides, Ajax^ fthve to gain, 

fSS And there the vengeful Sfartam fires his train. 
Thrice our bold foes the fierce attack have gjiv'nV^ > 
Or led by hopes, or didUted from heav'n. 
Let others in the field their arms employ. 
But day my Heeiop^ here, and guard his jy&y, 

160 The Chief reply 'd : That poft (hall be my carej 
Nor that alone, but all the works of war. 
How would the fons of Twy, in arms renown'd. 
And Troy's proud dames whofe garments fwecp tho^^ 
Attaint the luftre of my former name,. ^ ^^^ • 

^^f Should He^or bafely quit the field of fame?- 

f. jyo, Thdt quartir moft Whert yon* wild fy-tn$t,} 

The aitifice Andromache here ules to detain HeRor in Troy^ 9 
very beautifully imagined. She takes occaflon from the 
three attacks that had been made by the enemy tipon this 
placci to give him an honourable ptctence tot Aaying at 
that' rampart to defend it. If wc conudei that thofe attempts • 
bulk have been known to all io the city, we (ball n^t thii^ 
ffie ta)kd like a foUUer, but like ^ woman, who' nau>j4lly e^ 
Dough makes ule oi any incident tnat o^rs, to peiiuadeher 
loirer to what ihe deliies. The ignorance too which (he ex« 
prcfifes of the tea;aas tnat- m<^v*d the Grctkt to attack- thts^ 
particular place, was what 1 doubt not Homtr iutcndcd, to - 
xcco&cile it the moxe to- a female chaiadci* 

a& My: 



1 54 SOMEIVs ILIAD. Book VI. 

Mf early .^OQth was bred to martial pains. 
My foul impells me to th' embattel'd plains r 
Let me be foremoit to defend tke throne. 
And guard my father's glories, and my own» 

570 Yet come it will, Jthe day decreed by fates ; 
(How vXl heart trembles while my tongue relates I) 
The day when thou, imperial Tro*)! muft bend. 
And fee thy warriors fall, thy glories end. 
And yet no dire prefage fo wounds my Qund« 

J/j'My motiier*s death, the ruin of my kind. 
Not Priam % hoary hairs defil'd with gore. 
Not all my brothers gafping on the (hore ; 
As ihitit Andromache ! thy griefs I dread; 
I fee thee trembling, weeping, captive led ! 

^goln Argiv€ looms our battels to deiign. 

And woes, of which fo large a part was thine ! 
To bear the vidofs hard commands, or bring 
The weight of waters from Hyferias fpring. 



)^* 5t3* HyperU'i /^rfW|.] Drawing water was the office of 
the meAocft (laves. This appears by the holy fcripture, where' 
the Gikt—itii who had deceived JofintA aie made flaves, and 
fttbleAed to draw water. Jojbm pronounces the curfe againft 
them in thefe words : Ntruj thtttf^n yt 4ur§ twrjtd, ^nd tbtrtfikaU 
■MM »fjiM ki frttd fr9m h*t9^ b^mdmen^ and bnvns tf w—dy tuUL 
dr^wvi •{ y/4nr, Jolh, ch. ix. #. 2i« DMttr^ 



There^ 
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There, while you groan beneath the load of life, 
ij-They cry. Behold the mighty He^ors wife! 
Some haughty Greek, who lives thy tears to fee. 
Embitters all thy woes, by naming me. 
The thoughts of glory paft, and prefent (hame, 
A thoufand grieft, (hall waken at the name !* 
90 May I lay cold before that dreadful day, 
Prefs'd with a load of monumental clay I 
Thy He^or wrapt in everlafting ikc]^t 
Shall neither hear thee figh, nor fee thee weep. 
* Thus having fpoke, th' illuftrious chief of Troy, 
'9? Stretched his fond arms to dafp the lovely boy. 

The: 



f' 59$ * Stretched his fond arms'] There never was a iinet 
pcicc of painting than this. HeSior extends his aims to em- 
brace his child i the child aflfrighted at the glittering of his 
helmet -and the (haking of the plume, [hripks backward to 
the bieaft of his nurfc j Hejfor unbraces his helmet, Jays it. 
on the ground, takes the infant in his arms, lifts him to- 
wacds heaven, and offers a prayer for him to the Gods i then 
returns him to the mother Andromache, who receives him with- 
a fmile of pleafare, but at the fame inftant the fears for her 
hosband m^ her buiil into tears. All thefe are but fmall 
cirqimftances, but fo artfully chofen, that every reader im- 
mediately feels the force of them, and reprefents the whole 
ia the utmoft livelinefs to his imagination. This alone might 
be a confutation of that falfe criticifm. fome have fallen into, 
who affiini that a Poet ought only to collet the great and 
noble particulars in his paintings. 3ut it is in the images of 
things is in the chara^ers of perfons s where a fmall aftion, 
or evea a fniall circumftance of an aftion, lets us more inta 
(he knovdcdge aad compxehcjiilon of them, thaa the mate- 

vd2k 
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The babe clung crying to his nurfe's brcaft, 

Scar*d at die- dazling helni, and nodding crefl. 

With feaet pleafure each fond parent fmil'd. 

And H»6lQr hailed to relieve his child, 
^Soo'^^c glitt'ring terrors i&omhis brows unboiindr 

And pkc'd the beaming helmet on the ground. 

Then kift the child, and lifting high in air,. 

Thus to the Gods preferred a father's pray*r^ 
O thou! whofe glory fills th* aetherial throng 
^j* And all ye deathlefi pow'rs ! proted my fon ! 

Grant 

nal and piinciptl parts themfebes* As we find this in « fai- 
fiory, fo we do in a pi^ie, where fometiines a fmall motion' 
or turn of a finger will exptefs the chara(lec and aftioA 
oi the figure more than all the other parts of the defigo. 
Lw^mui indeed blames our author infifting too much on cci- 
Yial circumfiances y but in the fame place extols Hvntr as 
*•* the Poet who- beft knew how. to make ufe of impoitant 
*' and beamiful ciicumftances, and to avoid the mean and 
** -Tuperfluous ones." There is avail difference betwixt zfmsil 
«ircamftance and a trivist onei and the fmalleft become im* 
|K>nant il' they are well chofen, and not confufed. 

7^.604. iicaot*s prayer for his fon.] It may be ask*d hov 
Nt&9r*s prayer, thai his fon might proted the Tr»ja»$Sy could- 
be confident with what he had iisiid juft before, that he cei» 
tail ly knew T^oy and his parents wouJdperiih. We ought to 
reflet that this is only x prayer: H»^r in the excefs of a 
tender emotion for his fon, cntreates the Gods to prefeivc 
Trsy. and permit ^jiyanax to rule there. It «s at all times al- 
lowable to bcfeech heaven to appeal'e its anger, and change 
its decrees J and we aie taught thai prayeis can altei deiiiny. 
Dacier, Beiidcs, t cannot be inferrM fom hieoce, tl^at W^ 
&cr had any div ne fo;eknowledge of his own ta^^ and the 
approaching mine of his coumrey ^ (ince ii^ m^y foHow.ing 
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Grant him, like me, to purchafejuft renown. 
To guard the Trojansy to defend the crown»- 
Againft his countrey*s foea the war to wage», 
And rife the Befi^r of the future age ! 
^oSo when triumphant from fuccefsful toils. 
Of heroes flain he bears the reeking fpoils. 
Whole hofts may hail him with de(erv*d acclaim^ 
And fay. This chief tranfcends his father's fame : 

paflages we find him poflefs'd with ftrong hopes tnd firm tf- 
fmaaces to raiie the ucae, by the Bight oi defttuftion o€ 
the Greikj. So that theic forebodings of his fate were only 
the apprehendons and mi(givings of a foul dqeftcd with 
fonow and companion, by confideriog the great dangers to> 
which he faw all that was dear to him ezposM. 

f, 613. Trdnjcendj hts fdtfj*T*j fame.} The COmmCodatiOA 
Hi&9r here gives himfelf, is not only agreeable to the open- 
B«(s of a brave man, but very becoming on (uch a folema- 
occafion i and a natural etfe^ from the teftimony of his own 
heart to his honour }. at this time efpecially, when he knew 
not but he was fpeakine his laft words. Virt.i has not fcru- 
pled it, in what he makes t/£MtMs (ay to %Af4uu'm at his paitr 
iag for the battel. 

Et PMTtr t/£oi4S & atfUfieuliif excitef HiS^r, 

Dijct pmr virtMitm ex m§^ ventmqm Ishrem i 

Rertmnam ex situ, Jgn. Tt« 

It believe he had this of H9mer in his cjrc,.tho' the patheti- 
«al mention of Fortune in the laft line fecms an imitation of' 
that prayer of StpheUt^ copied al(b from hence, where >>ijdx 
wiihes his Ion may be />^ fnm in ail thm^s bm tm hit mif^ 
fftlwuu. 

While 
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While plcas*d ainidft the gcn'ral (houts of Trey, 
6 If His mother's confcious heart o'crflows with joy. 
He fpoke, and fondly gazing on her charms, 

Reftor*d the pleaiing burthen to her arms; 

Soft on her fragrant bread the babe (he laid, 

Huftj'd to repofe, and with a fmilc furvey'd. 
<20The troubled pleafure foon chaftis'd by fear,. 

She mingled with the fmile a tender tear. 

The foften'd chief with kind compaffion view*d. 

And dry*d the falling drops, and thus purfu'd. 
Andromache! my foul's far better part, 
62.J'^Tiy with untimely forrows heaves thy heart? 

No hoflile hand can antedate my doom. 

Till fate condemns me to the filent tomb. 

Fix'd \!S> the term to all the race of earth. 

And fuch the hard condition of our birth. 

No 

j^. 615. Num$thir*s c^nfchm hedrt,} Tho' the chief beamy 
of this prayer confifts in the paternal piety (hewn by Hi!f»r, 
yet it wants not a fine ftroak at the end, to continue him in 
the character of a tcadci lover to his wife, when he makes 
one of the motives of his wjfli, to be the joy (he (hall receive 
on hearing her fon applauded, 

j^. 622. Fix^d n the term.] The reafon which //'^tr here urges 
to allay the afHiftion of his wife, is grounded on a very an- 
cient and common opinion, that the fatal period of life is 
appointed to all men at the time of their binh i which as no 
precaution can avoid, fo no danger can haften. This fenti- 
JB«nt ts as propcx to give comfoit to the diilicfi'd, as to in- 

fpixe 
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:>No force can then refill, no flight can favc, 
All fiflk alike, the fearful and the brave. 
No more— but haften to thy taiks at home. 
There guide the fpindle, and direcH: the loom.:: 
Me ^ory fummons to the martial fcene, 

f The field of combate is the iphere for men. 
Where heroes war, the foremoft place I claim, 
The firft in danger as the firft in famei 
• Thus having faid,,the glorious chief refumes 
His tow*ry helmet, black with (hading plumes* 

His princefs parts with a prophetick figh. 
Unwilling parts, and oft reverts her eye 
That llream'd at every look : then moviaj; flow; 

' Soughlrher own palace, and indulged her woe* 
There, while her tears deplored the godlike man; 

J Thro* all her train the foft infedlion ran. 
The pious maids their mingled forrows (hed. 
And mourn the living He6ior^ as the dead. 

But now, no longer deaf to honour's call, 
Forth iffues Paris from the palace wall. 

In 

fpiie cooraee to the defponding; fiace nothing is fo fit to 

2uiet and firengthea oui minds in times of dmtculty, as a 
rm afliuance that our lives aie expos*d to no xeal hazazds^ 
in the gieateft appearances of danger. 
f, 6^» F*rtb tjfim Faxis] Fsrit filing by the repioaches of 
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ifoln brazen anni that caft a gleamy rar, { 

I 

Swift thro' the town the warrior beads his wtf • J 
The wanton courfer thus, with reins iinbonnd. 

Breaks from his ftall, and beats the trembling ground; 

Pamper'd 

JkBtf^ goes to the battel. *Tis a {oft lemaxk of BafrnkSm^ i 
thtt til the icpxoofs ftnd lemonftrancet in Hmm htfc cos- 
fitntly their etteft. The Poet by this fliews the gicat nfe of 
tepzehenfions when piopeily apply'd, and finely fntimtwt 
chat every worthy mind wiU be the better for then. 

f.6$x. Tb€ wMtm com fir tkus^ Scc.] This bcattttliil comM' 
lifon being tranflated by Viiil in the eleventh ^/£»tid\ I wA- 
tsanfcribe the originals, that the rtades may have this ^jim 
fiuc of compariDg them. 







1 



5 >-e4T4t 

fydUs mH 4kruft$s fiifft prsfifU vinclh 
Tandem ii^ t^uuf^ campo^Mi f tit us Mpert^^ 
%Am iiU in fafius dnntntd^ui teudit eqmdrtmS 
K^tU ajfuetm aqt* per fundi fimnint n»t§ 
£mic4Uy drreffij'qtu f remit cervictkMs aisi 
Li$xMr$4tUf tMdtmtqm jithd per ctUd^ per eurmu^ 

The' nothing can be tranflated better than this is by yirgU^ 
yet in Hemer the fimile feems more perfeft, and the plsoe 
BOre proper. Parii had been indulging his eafe within tlie 
walls of his palace, as the horfe in his nable, which was not 
the cale oiTmnus. The beauty and wantonnefs of the flced 
agrees more exaftly with the chara6^er of PAris than with the 
other: And the iniiniiation of his lore of themaies has yet 
a nearei lefemblancc. The languiihing flow of that veife, 

-LleJUit 
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tmper'd and proud, he feeks the wonted tides, 
ad laYCS, in height of blood, his fliining fides; 
IS head now freed, he tofles to the ikies ; 
is mane diiherel'd o'er his fhoulders ffies; 
c fnolB the females in the diftant plain, 
id fprings, exulting, to his fields again, 
ith equal triumph, ii>rightly, bold and ga7» 
arms r^iilgent as the God pf day, * 
vt fon of ?rlam^ glorying (^ \M might, 

i&'d forth with Hs^f to die fields of fight. 
And now the warriors pafling on the way» 
le graceful ^mi firfi; excus'd his ftay. 

*ly eorrerpoiids with the cafe and laxvtfiocjr of the f tm* 
*4 cooifei bathing in the flood \ a beanty which <Sff«^<]S«rdi4 
: confidei, when he ciiticisM paiticulailj n^oa chit lia(U 
r« as alfo imitated this fimile* mm. su 

Ovt 4 Pufi di l*armt fi nftrhs^ 

ScberzAt^ Jh *i coll§ i crini^ * fu li fpoUe^ 
Si fc»tt U ftrvUe alta^ i jMpirbd -, 
SmnskM i pit ful c§rf», 9 pOTf ch*AHV4mpff 
pi foMu nitriti empiemU t c^mpi, 

. 6$$. ]?aiis •xcHi^i bis /4r.] Heie> in the original, ia « 
t fpeech of Pttris containing only theie words ^ Brither^ z 
'■ <«Mi«V J19H f t0fi^t and fltuU hsift fme fitmr 4# /9U itfiudi 



14:^ HOMERylUAU. RoohVI, 

To whom the noble Ht6ior thas ;reply'd : .. '/; . .\'.\ 
O Chief! in blood, and now in arms,' ally.'d^, - 

• Thy pow*r in war with jufticetopiic contcfti 
Known is thy couraige, add thy- iltengtih confelb 

670 What pity, floath (hould feize a foul (b brave,. 
Or godlike Path live a woman's Have \ 
My heart weeps blood at what the Trojans hyp 
And hopes, thy deeds (hall wipe the ftaifi. away. 
Haile then, in all their glorious labours jhire ; 

6ys For much they fuffer, for thy lake, in war. 

Thefe ills (hall ceafe, whene'er by ^ovi^s decree ■ 
We crown the bowl to Hi4vn and lihrfy : . 

While 



me, ThiSt and fome few others of the fame nature in the Ui^» 
the traoilator has ventured to omit, ezprejQSng onlj the finfc 
of them. A living author ^whom future times will quote, 
and therefore I (hall not fcruple to do it) fays that theleflioit 
"^7 fpeeches, tho* they may be natural in other laneuages, cao*c 
appear fo well in ours, which is muph more ftuj^born and uo- 
pliant, and therefore are but as fo ms^ny rubs in the ftoi7> 
that are ftill turning the narration out of its proper courfe. 

j^, 669. Ksown is thy c»urAge^ 8cc.] HiStr here ccnfelTes tbt 
natural valour of P«m, but obferves it to be overcome by the 
indolence of his temper and the love of pleafure. An mge- 
nious Frttch writer very well remarks, that the true charaaei 
of this hero has a great refemblance with that of Ms^rc ^n^ 
thony. See the notes on the third book f. S7* and ttf. 

#.677. Wt cfvjn tht kovjl_t9 heaven and Itkerty.'} The Gwi 
is, x{ii7n^ UeiUdi^, thi frtt l^owt, in which they made libt 
tioos to Jf^ter after the xccovery of their liberty. The ex 

prefldoi 
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le the proad foe his fruftratc triumphs mourm, 
Gnici indigniint thro' her feas returns. 

□n U obfctvcd \)j H. Dtiirr 10 Krembic ihofe of the H^ 

t, ficc. ^ilmtni mcaijoa) thole cufi which ihe Crttki 
1 yetiwaTui^ wira^d7a, and were coarcci«ied to tM 
rjof fomc Incccri. Hcgires tu ihe iolciipiIoB 
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The ARGUMENT. 



The (ingle comhdXtoi He{f or zxidjij ax. 

THE battel renewing wjth double ardour ufon the 
return <>/He<ftor, Minerva u under apprehenpem 
for the Greeks. A^oWo feeing her defcendfirom Olym- 
pus, joins her near the Scaean gate. They agree to pMt 
off the general engagement for that day, and incite Heaor 
to challenge the Greeks to a Jingle comBate, Nine of the 
Princes accepting the challenge, the lot is caji, and falls 
upon Aj ax. ThefeJperoes, after fever al attacks^ are farted 
by the night. The Trojans calling a council ^ Antenor 
propofes the delivery of Helen to the Greeks , to which 
Paris will not confent, but offers to reftore them her riches, 
Trhm fends a herald to make this offer, and to demand i 
truce for burnmgthe dead, the laft of which onlyisagretd 
to by Agamemnon. When the funerals are performd, 
/Aj?<j reeks, purfuant to the advice of Neftor , ere^ a 
fortification to prctett their flm and camp^ flank' d mth \ 
towers, and defended by a ditch and palifades. Neptune 
teflij„es his jealoufy at this work, but is pacified by a fro- 
tnife from Jupiter. "Both armies pafs the night infeafi- 
ingy but Jupiter diJJjeartens the Txojzns with thttndtr 
and other figns of his wrafh. 

The three and twentieth day ends with the duel of 
HiL^^or and Ajax; The next day the truce is agreed: 
^richer is taken up in the funeral rites of theflain; and 
Pf^c wore in building the fortiHcation before the /hips: So 
r^'nfnmewhat above three days is employed in this booh 



'^^^ lies wholly in the field. 
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I O fpoke the guardian of the Trajan ftate, 
Then rufli'd impetuous thio' the Saan gate 
Him Paris foilow'd to the dire alarms ; 
ii breathing flaughter, both refolv'd in 

E i^. J, Tin' rhi Scxan gut ] This gate is not here pirtica- 

w'iby Hsmir, but ii appears by the 491" veife of the fiitth 

'k thai ir could be no oihei. E^fiahmi takes Doiiceof the 

ucnce of the woids ifia-nn »nd tit, the one Bpplj'd to 

. la, the other 10 Pttii 1 by which the motion of ibe toiiaa 

. b dcfctibed as an impetuous friUying fonb, agieeable to the 

. Thilflice of a watiior -, and that Of the latter as a calmec 

'. ItDfcment, correrpondent to ibe gentlet chatadet of a 1ot«i. 

' lu peihaps this icmaik is too refined, fipce Htmir plainly 

pfct fmi a chaiiSci of btavery in what immediaicly pic- 

xda-ind foUowt tbii vcrfe. 
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^ As when to failors lab'riag thro' the main. 
That long had beav*d die wear; oar in vaiOt 
Jgvt bid$.at length Ui' expeAed gates arife; 
The gales blow gratefoU and the Teffd flies; 
So welcome thefe to Trojs defiring train; 

10 The bands are chcafd, the war awakes again. 
Bold Parts firft the work of death begun, 
On great Menefihens, Aretthous* Ton ; 
Sprang from the fair Philomedas embrace. 
The pleafing-<^r»*« was his native place. 

I f Then funk Eioneus to the (hades below. 
Beneath his fteely cafque he felt the blow 
Flill on his neck, fromJie^or's weighty hand; 
And *oird, with limbs relax'd, along the land. 
By GUucus' fpear the bold Iphlmus bleeds, 

20Fix*d in the (boulder as he mounts his fteeds; 
Headlong he tumbles : His flack nerves unbound 
Drop the cold, ufelcfs members on the ground. 



j^. 5. ^s when to fnilors 5cc. ] This fimilc makes it 
plain that the battel had tclaxM duiiqg the ablcncc of 
He3ar in Trty j aod confequcntly that the convctfatioo of 
Diomed and GUucus in the foimei book, was not (as ''«* 
m«r*s ceaftuexs would have it) in the heat of the €agagP* 
meat. 

When 
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"When now Minerva faw her Arghes ilain. 
From vaft Olympus to the gleaming plain 
Fierce (he dcfcends : Apollo mark'd her flight. 
Nor fiiot left fwift from lUon's tow'ry height : 
Radiant they met, beneath the Bcechen (hade; 
AVhen thus Apollo to the blue-ey'd maid. 

What caufe, O daughter of almighty Jovef 
> Thus wings thy progrefs from the realms above ? 
Once more impetuous doft thou bend thy way. 
To give to Greece the long-divided day ? 

-f. 23. Wljtn n»iv Minerva, &c.J This machine of the two 

deities meeting to part tiie two armies is very noble. £k/«- 

thius tells us it is an aUegorical Minerva and ^polU : Mmirvd 

lepreients the prudent valour of the Greeks, and ^^«//# who 

ftood for the Trojans, the power of deftiny: So that the mean^. 

iofof the allegory maybe, that the valour and wifdom of the 

■Cfeeks had now conqncrM Trey, had not Deftiny withi^ood. 

MsnervM therefore complies with ^pelle, an intimation thitt, 

wifdom can never oppofe fate. But if you take them in the- 

literal fenfe as a real God and Goddefs, it may be ask'dwhac 

iiecelGcy rhefe was for the introduction of two fnch Deities ? 

To this EMfiMhius anfwers* that the laft book was the Only ond 

In which both armies were deftttute of the aid of the Gods^ 

la confequence of which there is no gallant aftion atchiey*dw 

nothing extraordinary done, efpccially after the retreat or 

He&er ; but here the Gods are again introduced to uflier in a 

]|ew fcene of great anions. The fame author offers this other 

(oiation : Heiter finding the Tr0>«ii army overpower*d, conli- 

dMs how to ftop the fUry of theprefent battel; this he thinks* 

may hdSt be dbne by the propolal of a finglecomb^e^ Thus 

Mmefv* by a very cafy anci natural fi£^ion may fignify that 

wifdoBi or courage ((he being: the Goddefs of both) which fug* 

- gpfts the neccflity of diverting the war : and ^felli that iea* 

Enable ftxatag)cm by wkidi he e&^cd ic. 

H X t^^ 
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Too much has Tr^^. already felt thy hate, 
Now breathe thy rage and hufli the ftern debate: 

.35" This day, the bufinefs of the field fufpend; 
War foon (hall kindle, and great llion bend; 
Since vengeful Goddeffes confed'rate join 
To raic her walls, tho* built by hands divine. 
To whom the progeny of "^ove replies. 

.40I left for this the council of the ikies : 
But who (hall bid confliding hofts forbear. 

What art (hall calm the furious fons of war ? 
To her the God : Great He^ors foul incite 
To dare the boldeft Greek to fingle fight, 
.4 J Till Grecee, provok'd, from all her numbers fliow 
A warrior worthy to be HeHors foe. 

At this agreed, the heavenly pow'rs withdrew ; 
Sage Helenus their fecret counfels knew : 

V. 37, Vingeful Goddefes.l 'T/ulv dBAVArM-t in this placc muft 
rfignify AGntrva and Jf^o, the word being of the feminine gen- 
-der. EuftathtHs, 

i^, 48 S*ge Helenns their faercd etwuils knrw.'\ Helenm wH 
the Fiieft of ^poltoy and might therefore be fuppos'd to be in- 
formed of this by his God, or taught by an oracle that fuch 
was his wiU. Or elfe being an ^niitr, he might learn it from 
the flight of thofe birds, into which the Deities are heie 
feigu*d to transform themlelves, (perhaps for that reafon* 
SIS it would be a very poetical manner of exprelfinp it.) The 
.£Gtion pf thefe Divinities fitting on the beech-tree in the fhape 
'.<xf VultMTSi is imitated by Milfn in the fourth book of P*ni- 
dife lojiy where S*tan leaping over the boundaries of Edm^ fits 
4a the foxm of a^oimoxaat upoa the txee of life. 
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IkEior infpir-d he fought : To him addreft; 

Thus told the didates of his facrcd bread. 

O fon of Frtami let thy faithful ear 

Receive my words; thy^ friend and brother hear ?' 

Go forth perfuafive, and a while engage 

The warring nations to fufpend their rage ! 

Then dare the boldeft of the hoftile train 

To mortal combate on the lifted plain. 

For not this day (hall end thy glorious date; 

The<jfods have fpoke it, and their voice is fate. 

He faid: The warrior heard the word with joy; 
)Then with his fpear reftrain'd the youth of Troj^ 

fi$y. Tor not this day fbAll end thy glorious date.'] Enftathitu 
juftly obfeives^ that Homer here takis from the grettnefs of 
heS§r*s intiepidity, by making him foreknow that he (hould 
^ot fall in this combate j wheieas^;«x encounters him with- 
out any fiich encouragement. It may perhaps be difficult to 
give a leafbn for this management of the Foeti unlefs we 
a&ribe it to that commend^le prejudice, and honourable 
paitiality he bears his countrymen, which makes him give a 
u^eiiority of courage to the heroes of his own nation. 
. jl^\,6o. Then with his fpear rejhain*d the yeuth of Ttoy, Held by 
the midft athwart.—'} The remark of EHjiathim here is ob- 
fecvable : He tells us that the warriors of thofe times (havins 
AQ trumpets, and becaufe the voice of the loudeft herald would 
be diown'd in the noife of a battel) addrefs'd themfelves to 
the eyes, and that grafping the middle of the fpeai denoted 
a tequeft that the 6ght might a while be fufpended, the hold- 
ing the fpear in that pofltion not being the pofture of a war- 
riors ^od thus sAg^memnon underftands it without any farther 
explication. But however it be, we have a lively pifture of a 
General who ftretches his fpear acrofs, and pceifes back the 
moft. advanced foldieis of his army. 



Held by th^ midll athwait. On either iia|id 
Tke fquadrons pan;, th*^ t7S^t&mg Tny'dMs &mi^ 
Great Agamemnon bids the Gr^ks jEorbea^; 
Tb^^ bfeathe and huifa tiie lumult o# |^e wv«^ 

6^T\i Athenian Maid^ aud gloriou^ Go4 Qf dgjiE^ 
With filei^ jo; the fettling, hoils furvey : 
In form like vultures, on the beeche's height 
• They fit conceal'd^^ and \yait fte fgiure fights 
The thronging troops ob£i;uf ^ the dufty fieU^i* 

^oHorrid with briilHng fpe<irs and gjbamintg flueldr«. 
As when a general darknefs vejils the main» 
(Soft Zefhjir curling the wide wat>y plain) 
The waves ftarce heave, the face of Qcesu^i S^t^y 
And a ftill horror faddens all the d.eep$ : 

1^. 71. ^s wbtn tf gemr^U ditrkfufij flic} The tliio% ttskl of 
the tioept coi^poftng thcmfelvesy in wdcr to Jtt a^d hea& 
what Ht^or was about to piopo(»r are compared to the ^aya ' 
Cif the fea >u£b diit'd bv the WeA wind ; the fimile parth^ 
coniifting in the darkptjs and fiiibufs. This is plainly ditfij* 
lent from thofe images of the fea, gifen us on other oceafiooi^ 
uhere the armies in their engagement and confuiion are com- 
pared to the waves in their dgitdtion and riMNv/r.* And th^t 
the contrary is the drift of this fimile appears paiticularljf 
from H»mer*s ufing the word Ukrof fedthantf twice in the ap- 
plication of it. All the other verfions (eem to be miftaken 
here : What Ciiufed the difficulty was. the eiproffion o(Vtf.«^'fif 
yiflj-, which may fignify the )V«/i v/ind hUwing m sfiMtn, as 
well 2sfirfi ri/ing. But the deiign of Horntr was to convey an 
image both of the gentle motion that aro(e over the field 
from the helmets and f^ears before their armies were quite 
fettled i and of the acpo(e and awe which oulucd* wheA.2/«^«r 
began to ipeak. 

Thus. 
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75- Thus in thick orders fettling wide around, 
At length composed they fit, and (hade the ground. 
Great He£ior firft amidft hoth armies broke 
The folemn filence and their pow'rs befpoke. 
Here all y» Trojan, all ye Grecian bands^ P • 

SoWhat.my foul prompts, and what fome God com-. 
€reat Jove, averfe our warfare to compofe, 
O'erwhelms the nations with new toils and woes;. 

J^. 7P. H**'' <«'' J* Trojan, dtl yi Grecian hAnds.l The ap- 
pearance of Ht99T^ his fonnal challenge, and the afirigi^ of 
the Greeks upon it, have a near refembiance to the dcfcilp^ion . 
•f the challenge of G^IUU in the fiift book of SMnmtl^ ch. xvii. 
xAnd he ^••A dnd critd f th4 srmits #/ lirael X^-^-^-^Omft yu « nutn 
ftr y»y and let him C9mi d9WH f me. If he he able te figh luitb 
me, dnd to kill me^ then wili wt he y$m ferwuts : hut If I frevmi 
etg^inft hintt and kill him, then /bell ye be ear fervanti.^~-^When 
&)nl and all iGtacl htaird the vnrde •fxhe Fhiliftine, tl^ iM/v dif- 
mayed, and greatly afraid^ 8cc. 

There is a fine air of gallantry and bravery in this chaU 
lenge of HeSer, If he feetns to fpeak too VAioly> we flioold 
coimder him Under the chara^er of a challenger, whofe bud- 
aefs it is to defy the enemy. Yet at the fame time we fiud 
a. decent modefty in his manner of expreiing .the coodi^ons 
of the combate : He fays (imply, // my enemy kills me ; but of 
himfelf. If Apollo grant me vi^gry. It was an imaginatioa 
equally agreeable to a man of generofity, and a lover of glo> 
xy, t,o mention the monument to be erefted over his van- 
qoiCh*d enemy ; tho' we fee he considers it not fo much an ho- 
nour paid to the conquei'd, as a trophie to the conqueror. It 
was natural too to dwell moil upon the thought that pleas'd 
him beft i for betakes no notice of any monument that fhould 
be raifed over himlelf, if he fhould fall unfortunately. He no 
fooner allows himfelf to expatiate, but the profpedof glory 
carries him away thus fat from him his fitfl intention, which 
was only to allow tb« eacmy to imeu thcu chaoapion wi||i 
(decency, ^ 

H 4 ^TiX 
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War with a fiercer tide once more returns. 
Till iXion falls, or till yon* navy burns. 

85* You then, O Princes of the Gre$ks! aj)pear; 
'Tis He^r fpeaks, and calls the Gods to hear : 
From all your troops fcledl the boldeij knight. 
And him, the holdell, HeHor dares to Fight* 
Here if I fall, by cjiance of battel ilain, 

90 Be his my fpoil, and his thefe arms remain; 
But let my body, to my friends return'd. 
By Trojan hands znA Trojan flames be burnd. 
And if Apollo, in whofe aid I truft. 
Shall ftretch your daring champion in the duft; 

p J If mine the glory to defpoil the foe ; 

On Phxbus temple I'll his arms beftow; 

The brcathlefs carcafe to your navy fent, 

Creete on the (hore (hall raife a monument; 

Which 

)^,p6. On Phoebns* tmpU V II his Arms M»twJ It was the 
manner of the ancients to dedicate trophies of this kind to 
the temples of the Gods. The particular reafon for coafe* 
crating the arms in this phce tOv/^/^*//*, is not only as he was 
rhe conftant proteftor of Troy^ but as this thought of the 
challenge was infpiied by him. 

f. 9%. Greece »» the Jbore fhdl rtiift 4 mtnumait ."] Homtr ^ook 
the hint of this from feveral tombs of the ancient heroes who 
had fought at Troy, remaining in his time upon the fhore of 
the HeUefpont, He gives that Tea the epithet broad, to diftinguifli 
the particular plate of thofe tombs, which was on iht'^oetem 
or Sii4tm coaft, where the Hellefpont (which in other parts is nar- 
row) opens itfelf to the %/£g'dn fea. Straif gives an account of 
the monument oi^jax ikCAi^iicettmn, zni q{ sAcMlhs at the 
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Which when feme future mariner furveys, 
00 Wafh'd by broad HelUfponfs refounding feas. 
Thus (hall he fay. " A vahant Greek lies there, 
" By He^or a^in, the mighty man of war. 
The ftone (hall tell your vanqui(h*d hero's name. 
And diftant ages learn the vigor's fame. 
Of This fierce defiance Greece aftoni(h*d heard, 

Blufh'd to refufe, and to accept it fear'd. 

Stern Menelaus firfl the filence broke. 

And inly groaning, thus opprobrious fpoke. 

promontory of Sigsttm. This is one amoog a thoufand proofs 
of our Auchoi's exa^ knowledge ia Geography and Antiqui- 
ties. Time (fays EufiMhim) has deftroy'd tho(e tombs which 
were to have pre(erv'd H^^or's glory, but //«w<r's poetry moro 
lafting than monuments, and proof againil ages, will for e- 
ver fuppoit and convev it to the lateft pofterity. 
#. i«5. Greece ajfoni/l^d faard,] It feems natural to cn- 

aui^e, why theGr«i^, before they accepted He^tr's challenge, 
id not demand reparation for the former treachery of Pan- 
dams, andipfift upon delivering up the author of it j which had 
been the fliortcft way for theTrojans to have wip*d of that ftaw : 
It was very reafon able {otthcGntki to reply to this challenge, 
that they could not venture a (econdfingle combate,forfear of 
fuch another infidious attempt upon their champion. And in- 
deed I wonder that Nt^9r did not think of this excule for his 
countrymen, when they were fo backward to engage. One may 
make fome fort of anfwer to this, if weconGder the clearnels 
ofHfff^r's charader 5 and his words at the beginning of the 
foregoing fpeech, where he firft complains of the revival of 
the war as a misfortune common to them both (which is at 
once very artful and decent) and lays the blame of it upon^w- 
piter, Tho', by the way, his charging the Trojan breach of faith, 
upon the Deity, looks a little like the reafoning of (bme mo- 
dern faints in the doftrine of abfolute reprobation, making 
God the author of (in, and mayferve fox fome infianceof the 
amiquity of that fkife tcpet. 

H 5 Womwv 
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Women oiGr^cel Oh fcaa44 pf 3fOiti: r^ce» 

rio Whofe coward fouls yo\» m^x^j foim 4iigracc« 
How great the (haniet when every a^e (haU know- 
That not ^ Gxedan met this noble foe f 
Go then ! refolve to earth, fi^om whence ye grcw> 
A heartlefs, fpiridefs^ mglorioi^ crew I 

1 1 ;* Be what y« feem, unanimated cls^y t 
My felf will <h|re the danger of the i^j, 
'Tis man's bold taik the gen'rous ftrife to tiTv- 
But in the haiids of God in vi^ry« 
Thefe words fcarce fpoke, with gen'rou^ ardonr prcB^. 

t2oHis nanly limbs in aiure arms he dreft : 
, That day, Atrlde^! a fuperiojr hand 
Uadftretch*d thee breathlefs on the hoftilo ftr^djr 
But all at once, thy fury to compofe^ 
The Kings of Gnecty an awful band arofe : 

IiyEv'n he their Chief, gxtdX Agamemnon prcfs'rf 
Thy daring hand, ^nd this advice addrefs'd. 

f. le^. W»mtn </ Greece I &c.] There Is a great deal of 
fire in this fpeech of MeneUuiy which veiy well agieeswich bis 
cbaraf^ei and circumftances. Methinks while he ipeaks 0119 
ices him in a pofiure of emotion, pointing with contempt at 
' the commanders abont him. He a^bxaids their cowaidicc> 
and wiihes they may become (accordmg to the literal wordf) 
f an h and water: that is, be refolYedinto thofe Principles they 
iprung from, or die. ThusEufiathim explains it very cx^Otijf 
Uom a veifc he cites of Zmo^hanes, 

Wluthcr 
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Whither, O MeiteUns / would'ft thou run. 

And tempt a fate, which prudence bids thee ihua? . 

Griev'd tho* thou art, forbear the rafh defign ; 

130 Great fltf^(?r's arm is mightier far than thine. . 
Ev'n ^ciccAchilies learn'd its force ro fear. 
And trembling met this dreadful fon of war. 
Sit thou fecure amidft thy fecial band, 
Greece in our caufe (hall arm fome powerful hand,\ 

iJfThe mightieft warrior o{ th' AchaUn nzmc^ 
Tho* bold, and burning with defire of fame. 

Content, , 

J^. 15T. JJfV/wwAclulIes liMnU bufirct U fea,r,1 The fbtt ■> 
every where takes occaiioii to (ct rhe biotliexly love oi.A^- 
mtmnw toward MeneUms ia the moft agieeable light : When .•. 
Mm^Um is wounded, xjigamgrmwi is more concern^ than he j 
and here diiCiades him from a danger* which he offers im- 
mediately after to undertake himfelf. He makes nie ofHiihr^s 
fuperior courage to bring him to a compliance i and tells . 
him that even ^AchilU* dares not encage with He^tr. This 
(&ys Eujiathms) is nor true, but only the alSe&ion fn his bco* ■ 
thcr thus breaks out into a kind extravagance ^lanmnnvn 
likewife confults the honour oiMeruUusy toi it will be no di^ 

trace to him to decline encountering a man wh^m ^^^hilUs 
imfelf is afraid of. Thus he artfully projrldes ibr his fafet j . 
and honour at the fame time. 

f*ii5' "^f^* mtg^'ieji vjarri§r, 6cc] It cannot with Certainty 
be concluded from the words of Htmty, who is the pcrfon to 
whpm KAgMmemm»n applies the laft ll&e» of this ff^echi The. 
interpreters leave it as underternun'd in their tranflations as . 
it is in the original. Some would have it underdood of 
HtHor, that the Urei^i would fend fuch an antagonift againft , 
him, from whole hands He&^r might be glad to efcape. Sue 
this interpretation fcems contrary to the plain dedgn of«^,^ 
VHmmn^i dUcouite, which only aims to detei his brother from 
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Content, the doubtful honour might foregoe. 
So great the danger, and fo brave the foe. 
He faid, and turn*d his brother's vengeful mind; 
[40 He ftoop'd to reafon, and his rage refign'd. 
No longer bent to ru(h oa certain harms; 
His joyful friends unbrace his azure arms. 

He, from whofe lips divine perfuafion flows, 
Grave l^lefior^ then, in graceful acft arofe. 
145" Thus to the Kings he fpoke. What grief, what (hamc 
Attend on Greece, and all the Qrec'mn name i 

How 

Kb ra(h an undertaking as engaging with HtS«r, So that in- 
fiead of dropping any exptemon which might depreciate the 
power or courage of this hero, he endeavours rather to repre- 
lent him as the moft formidable of men, and dreadful even 
to ^chillts. This pafTage therefore will be moft confiftent 
with sAianumn»H*s deiign, if it be coniider'd as an argument 
cffer*d to Meneiauj, at once to diifuade him from the engage- 
ment, and to coinfort him under the appearance of fo great 
a dif^race as refuiing the challenge ; by telling him that any 
warrior, how bold and intrepid (oever, might be content to 
fit ftill and rejoice that he is not expos*d to fo hazardous an 
engagement. The words ceixi ^ufnTt ^nU Im, itroxijuoto^ figni- 
fy not to efcape out of the combate (as the tranilatoxs take 
it) but to avoid entring into it. 

The phraie of yoyv Kd/u-^m, which is literally to tend tht 
l^uCf means (according to Eu/lathiiu) to refiy^ to fit down 
KABitdnvtUf and is ufed io by t/dfchyltts in Prometheo, Thofe in« 
terpr<ters were greatly miftaken who imaginM it fignify*d f 
kneel down, to thank the Gods for efcaping from flich a com- 
bate $ whereas the cuftom of kneeling in prayer (as we before 
obferv'd) was not in ufe among thefe nations. 

#, 145. The fpeech •/Ncftor.] This fpecch, if we confidet 
Ike oocafion of it, conld be made by no peifoa but Neftor, 

Ho 
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How fhally alas ! her hoary heroes mourn 
Their fons degenerate, ^and their race a fcorn ? * 
What tears (hall down thy filver beard be roll'd, 
^Oh Peleus, old in arms, in wifdom old! 
Once with what joy thegen'rous Prince would hear 
Of ev'ery chief who fought this glorious war. 
Participate their fame, and pleas'd enquire 
Each name, each aftion, and each hero's fire ? 
fGods ! fliould he fee our warriors trembling ftand, 
And trembling all before one hoftilc hand ; 

Hqw 

Ko ybungwarriour co\ildwith decency exhort others to under- 
take a combatc which he himfelf declin*d. Nothing could be 
more in his chara^^er than to lepiefent to thcGntks how mucb 
they would fufTer in the opinion of another old man like him* 
felf In namiiTg Pettus he fets before their eyes the eipe^a- 
tions of all their fathers, and the Oiame that muft afflift 
them in their old age, if their fons behaved themfelves un- 
worthily. The account he give$ of the conyetfations he had 
formerly held with that King, and his jealoufy for the glory 
of Greect^ is a very natural pi^ure of the warm dialogues of 
two old warriors upon the commencement of a new war. 
Upon the whole, Nejior never more difplays his oratory than 
In this place : Tou (ee him ridng with a fight exprelfing a 
pathetick forrow, and wiihiug again for his youth, that he 
might wipe away this difgrace from his country. The hu- 
mour of ftory-telling, fo natural to old men, is almoft al- 
ways mark*<i by Homer in the fpeeches of Nefior: The appre- 
henfion that their age makes them contemptible, puts them 
upon repeating the brave deeds of their youth. P iut arch IvtSti" 
^es the. praifesNf/^or here gives himfelf, and the vaunts of hfs 
valoQf, which on this occasion were only exhortations to 
tho(e he adtfrefs^d them to : By thefe he reftores conrage c6 
thiGrttkh who were aftonifiiM at the bold ch^teo.^*^ QlH«a«T^ 
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How would he lift his aged arms oa high,' . 
Lament inglorious GrUcf^ a^d b^ to die 1 : 
Oh! would to all thV immortal powers abovei, 

l^ Minerva, Phaghur, and almighty ^tfve/ 

Years might again roll back, my youth reaew* 
And give this arm the fpring which once it kzMiw : 
Wien fierce in war, vrhcio Jordan's waters £i]l. 
I led my troops to PheaHs trembling wall,. 

x(5j And with th* Artadian fpears my prowcfe try*d^ 
Where CeW^/» rolls down his rapid tide. 



tnd caufes nine of the ?cinces to ziie and accept it. If any' 
Bian bad a tight to commend himielf, it was this yenecabu! 
prince> who in relating his own anions did no moxe thao 
ptopofe examples of vixtae to the young. yirgUi without aa|.> 
iuch foftning qualification^ makes liis lieio fay of hiQ^el^, 

Sfim fm*€/£nt4s^ fmkt fliftn ^thtra nttm^ . 

And comfoti a dying wariiot • with thtfe wotdsf. . 

•^£1114 msffti ihetri edd*s% 

The.&me authoi atfb imitates ^e wiffKef /^/«r fot a.xetiiljj^' 
of his youth* whcxeJBvMMN^fr ccics out, 

O miki fnttmfs rsftr^u fi Jufittr dtmtt !, 
SitudU tram, cum frimmn-aeiem Prtmefit fuk ^m 
Stravi fcHfruMujiu ituindt vi&§r aeervos, 
Et rtgtm kde Hmlum dixtrd fitir Tartsrn mifi. 

As for the nartation of the xAreddiitn wax introduced heie, il 
jsa pait of the tmc hiftorj of thofc tiotcs, as wcauiafbsm'd 
byfsi^'iUKMi 

Jtcrg 
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There Enuthalim brav'd us in th9 field, 
Proud^ Ar$l$hom dreadfbl arms to wield;. 
Great jirntbous, known iromfliqre to (hore|r 

'0.B7 the huge, knotted, iron mace be b€ire; 
No lance he (hook,, nor bent the twangiogJxiWt-. ] 
But broke, with this, tl^ battel of tbc foe. 
Him not by manly force Lyeui^us fkyi^t 
Whofe guileful jav*lin&om the thicket ffewt- 

fDeep in a winding way; his breaft ajQ[ail*d» 
Nor ought the warrior's thund'ring mace avail'd: 
Supine he fell: thofe arms which Ji4rr before 
Had giv'n the yanquiArd> now. the; vido^ bore v 
But when old age had dimm'd Lycurgus eyes,. 

C^To EnuthaUim he confign'd the priic. 
Furious with this,, he cru&-dour leT«U*d bands,. 
And dar'd the trial of the ftrongefl hiandta 
Nor cou'd the ftrongefl hands his fury ftay ; 
All faw, and fear'd,. his huge tcmpeftu.ous fway; 

f Till I, the youngeft of th^ hoft,, appear-d,. 
And youngeft, met who^ all our army fear'd. 

^. 177. T^hoft arms which AisMts hf9n ihtdffv*H,1 HtwHf %^ 
the peculiai hasfineis of being abU to rat(e the ohfiwcft ctr- 
fopiftance into the ftcongeft poiiK of light, ^revrtf^s h^ 
lafccn tlioft a;i|i9 in t>$it^ an4- tU^ give^ occa^n to OUK 
Aitthoxtofay tlKywei«thc2Cf(«»(<tf2^'. M^lmu 

I 6ya.^ 



i6z HOMER'S ^ILIAt>. Book VII. 

I fought the chief: my arms Minerva crown'd: 
Prone fell the Giant o'er a length of ground. 
What then he was. Oh were your Nipy^^r now ! 
ipoNot Hf<??pr's felf (hould want an equal foe. 
But warriors, you, that youthful vigour boaft, 
The flow'r of Greece^ th* examples of our hoft. 
Sprung from fuch fathers, who fuch numbers fway, 
Can you Hand trembling, and defert the day ? 

195* His warm reproofs the lift'ning Kings inflame; 
And nine, the nobleft of theGr^rww name, 
Up-ftarted fierce: But far above the reft 
TheKing of Men advanced his dauntlefs breaft : 



j^. 1 88. Prone fell the gidht 9*4r £ lenffh of greimd.'] Nejler*^ in* 
fifting upon this circumftance of the fall ofErembalten, which 
paints his vaft body lying extended on the earth, has a pat- 
ticular beauty in it» and recalls into the old man's mind the 
joy he felt on the fight of his enemy after he wasflain. Thefe 
are the fine and natural ftiokes that give life to the defciip- 
tions of poetry 

j^. 196. K^ndnine, thenoblefi, &c.] In this catalogoc of the 
nine warriors, who offer thehifelves as champions for Grtece^ 
one may take notice of the firfl and the laft who rifes up. 
Agamemnon advances foremofl, as itbefl became the General) 
and Vlyjpts with his ufual caution took time to deliberate till 
fcvcn more had offei'd themfclves. Homer gives a great en- 
comium of the eloquence of Nefior^ in making it produce fo 
fudden an efi«^; efpecially when ^lamemMny wfio did not 
proffer himfelf before, even to fave his brother, is now the 
fiift that {^eps forth: One would fanfy this particular citcum- 
ftance was contrived to fhew, that eloquence has a gceattf 
power than even nature it falf. 

Then 
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Then bold Ty<i///«, great in arms, appeared; 
^ And nicxt his bulk gigantic Ajax rear'd ; ■ 

O'ileHs follow'd ; Idcmen was there. 

And Merion^ dreadful as the God of war r' 

With thefc Etirypylus and Thoas ftand, 

And wife Ulyjfes clos'd the daring band. 
"^^ All thcfe, alike infpir'd with noble rage. 

Demand the fight. To whom the Pylian fage : 
. Let thirft of glory your brave fouls divide, 

What chief (ball combate, let the lots decide. 

Whom keav'n (hall chufe, be his the chance to raife , 
^^OHis country's fame, his own immortal praife. 

f, 208. Ztitihi Uts decide."] this was a very pradent piece of 
conduBt in Seficr: he does not chufe any of thele nine him- 
(elf, but leaves the determination entirely to chance. Had he 
nained the hero, the reft might have been griev'dtohavefeen 
.another prefeii'd before them ; and he well knew that ihe lot 
could not fall upon a wrong pexfon, where all were valiant. 
EufiAthiees. 

• f, 209. Whem heAv*n fhdl eljufe^ he his the chance te rAtfi 
His ceuntrji^s fame^ his ewn immertat praife, ] 

The original of this paiHrge is fomevhat confus'd i the inter- 
preters tender it thus : '* Caft the lots, and he who (hall be cho- 
'* len» if he elcapes from this dangerous combate, will do an 
*' en^inent fervice to the Greeks^ and alfo have caufe to be great- 
** ly Tatisfied himfelf.** But the fenfe will appear more diAin^ 
ana latioiial* if the words Sr^ and ewToc oe not underftood 
of tire fame perfon : and the meaning of Nefior will then b^, 
'* He who is chofenfor the engagement by the lot, will do his 
.** tfoantry great fervice J and he likewife whp is nor, will have 
•• teafOtt to rejoice for efilAping fo dangsrous a combate," XJhe 
expreffion eum ^vyyo-i Aiirx cax, tvohi/uoto, is the fame Homer nfes 
in f. Its, tip of this book, which we explained io the fame 
tiafc. m the note on j^. x 3.5 . "W^ 
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The lots produced, each Hero figns his own; 
Then in the Gc&'ralls hehn the fates are thrown. 
The people pray> with lifted eyes and hands» 
And vows like thde afcend from all the bands. 

x^Tif Grant, thou Almighty I in who&hand \%tkXty. 
A worthy champion for the Grtm» ftatc . 
Thh tafk let AJ4M or jyiAf prove, 
Orhe» the King of Kings, belov*d by ^Smw.- 
t Old if^r (hook the caique. By heaven infpir'i 

23.0 Leap'd forth the lot, of eVry QuOt defir'd. 
This from the right to left the herald betf«|. 
Meld out in order to the Gncian peers ; 
Each to his rival yields the mark unknowsi;. 
Till GodUke jijax finds the lots his^owtti : ' 

^.21}. Thi fetflt fnrdy.] fimtr^ who fiippofci CfttJ tWa§ 
#11 caich to proceed fxom the immediate difpofition of hea- 
TeO} allows not even the lots to come up bychance, but 
pljiccs them in the hands of God. Thje people pray to him 
tot the difpofal of th'em, and beg that kAjax^ Dumtd ot ^Ayir 
mmn»H may be the perfon. In which the Poet (eemt to make 
the army give his own fentiments, concerning, the preference 
of valour in his heroes, to avoid an. odious comparilba ia 
^downright terms, which might have been inconfilftent witii 
his deixgn of complementing the GncUn families. They af- 
terwards offer up their prayers again, juft as the combiue is 
Ireginning, that if «^>« does not conquer, at leaft he may 
4ivide the glory with HeSftr i in which the Commentatots ob- 
fbtve tiomn prepaics the xcadcis foe what is to happea Ia tbfi 
leijucl* 

€sG£Teifi' 
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^Surveys th' iftfcnption with rejoicing eyes, 
Then cafts before him> and with tranfport cries'^^ 
Warriors ! I claim the lot, ^d arm with joy ;. 
Be miftc the conqueft of this chief of Trpy. 



f. lif. Smvtys th*' infcripii»H,\ There is no ncccflity to fup^ 
pofe tlat thc]r put any Letters upon thcfe lot»,at leaft not their 
aamest becaufe the heiald coala not telf to whom the lot of 
s>0^ helongM, till he olain^d ft kimf^lf It is more pro- 
bable that they made fome private mark orfigaet each qpoa 
kis own tot. The lot was only a piece. of wood^ a (hell, ot 
any thiog that lay at hand. Eufiarhms, 

f. 227. IVsrfiors / / claim t hi tot.} This is the firft (pcech of 
xAjAx in the lUad. He is no Orator, but alfo expreaes hiiar 
fclf in'fhort ;■ generally bragging, or threatening j and very 
pofitive. The appellation ofi^n^ 'A;^<ti^», the BiUvfurk tfth* 
Greeks, which Homrr a^moftconftantly gives liim, is extreme- 
ly prppet to the bulk, ftreogth, and immobiitty of this heavy 
he/o, who on all occaiions is made to ^audto the bufineu^ 
ana fiipport the brunt. Thcie qnalifications aie given him, 
that he may I aft out, when the reft of the chief Ueioos a^^ 
wounded: this makes him of excellent ufe in Iliad rj, &t^ 
He there ptits a ftop to tke whole fo^ce of the enemy, and a- 
lon^ time prevents the firing of the (hips. It is particularly . 
•btervable, that he is never a6Sfted by any Dei^f , aa thp- 
others are. Tet one would think Mars had been no impropeX/ 
patron for him, there being fome refemblaupe in the boift^ 
zous charades of that God and this hero. However it b^,- 
ihis coiifidecation m^iy partly account for a patticnlarj which 
clfe might very well raife a queftion : Why kAjax, who is la- 
this book (ixperior in ftrengtk. to He^ar, fhoald afterward iii<' 
the Iliad Hiun to meet him, and appear his inferior? We fee 
the Gods make this difference : He^er is not only aflifted by- 
them in his own peifon, but his men fecond him* whereas- 
thofe of ^jax are difpirited by heaven : To which one may. 
add another which is a natural reafon, HeSfor in this book 
ezptefny tells ^jax^ << he will now make ufe of no skill or art 
•* in fighting with him. '* The Gretl^ in bare brutal ftrength 
prov'd too hard for Ht£l»ry and therefore he mieht befuppos'cL 
iftexwaidato have exerted his dcxtcxitj ai^aioShinu 
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Now, while my brighteft arms my limbs inreft, 

^y^ToSdturn^ fon be all your vows addreft : 
But j)ray in fccret, left the foes (hould hear, 
And deem:\your pray'rs the mean ejff^ft of fear.* 
Said I in fecrct ? No, your vows declare^. 
In fuch ^ voice as fills the earth and air. 

^35" Lives there are a chief whom Ajax ought to dread,. 
Ajax^ in all the toils of battel bred? 
From warlike Salamh I drew my birth. 
And born to combates, fear no force pf earth. 
He faid. The troops with elevated eyes, 

M^ Implore the God whofe thunder rends the (kic8« 
O Father of mankind, fuperior Lord ! 
On Ibfty Ida^s holy hill adorM ; 
Who in the higheft heav'n haft fix'd thy throne, 
Supreme of Gods ! unbounded and alone : 

^45'-Grant thou, that TeUmcn may bear away 
The praife and conqueft of this doubtful day; 
Or if illuftrious He^or be thy care. 
That both may claim it, and that both may (bare. 
Now Ajax braced his dazling armour on ; 

^J'^Sheath'd in bright ftecl the giant-warrior fiione : 



He 
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le moves to combatc with majeftic pace; 
o ftalks in arms the griily God of Thrace, 
Vhen Jove to punifli faithlefs men prepares^ 
Lnd gives whole nations to the wafte of wars. 
Thus march'd the Chief, -tremendous as a God; 
jrimly he fmil'd; earth trembled as he ftrode : 
lis maffy jav'lin ijuiv'ring in his hand, 
le ftood, the bulwark of the Grecian band, 
rhro* ev'ry Argive heart new tranfport ran ; 
yi Troy flood trembling at the mighty man. 
Iv'nHeHar paused; ^nd with new doubt oppreft, 
^elt his. great heart fufpended in his breaft: 
Twas vain to ieek retreat, and vain to fear; 
^imfelf had challeng*d, and the foe drew near* 

SternTelamon behind his ample (hield, 
\s from a brazen tow*r, o*erlook*d the field. 

f, 'i$j. He moves t9 eomhMe, &c.] This defcription is full of 
he fublime imagery (o peculiar to our author. The Guciatt 
iiampion is drawn in all that terrible glory with which he 
tqnals his Heroes to the Gods : He is no lets dreadful than 
Hars moving to battel, to execute the decrees of fcve upon 
aankind/ and determine the fate of nations. His march, 
tis poft'ure, his countenance, his bulk, his tow'r-like fliield $ 
Q a word his whole figure, ftrikes odr eyes in all the ftron- 
;eft colours of Poetry. We look upon him as a Deity, and 
It not aftoni(hM at thofe emotions^ which Ht^or feels at the 
tght of hiai* 

Huge 
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Huge was its orh, with fcY'n thick foHs o'ercaft. 
Of tough bidl-hidcs; of fol'id brafs thelaft. 
{The work of Tychms, who in Hy^ dwcll'd, 
270 And all in arts of armoury exceird.) 
This j^ax bore before his manly breaft. 
And threatening, thus his adverfe chief addrelk 
He5iort approach my arm, and£ngly know 
What ftrength thou hall, and what the Grecian foe. 

AehUUi 

f, VS9' T^tw»r^,«/Tychias3 I (Iiall t^ leave to tianfcribc 
-here the ftory of this Tychim^ as we ha?e it in the aocienc 
'Uft of Hamtr^ attributed to Hirodotus, •' H«m«r falling into 
^' f overty, determined to go to Ouna^ and as he pafi^d thro* 
** the plsKA of Hirmm, came to a ,place called the nrw wmU^ 
** which was a colony of the OMi^e^n^. Here (dfierhf hud rt- 
** cited five verfes in celebrAtian «/CamaJ he was received by a 
** leather-drelTer, whofe name was Tychim^ into his honfe^ 
*' wheie he (hewM to his hoft and his company, a poem oa 
^ the expedition of ^mphUram, and his hymns. The admi- 
** ration he there obtained procured him a prefent fubfiftence. 
•** They fltcw to this day with great veneration the place where 
■** he fate when he tecited his verfes, and a poplar which they 
** affitm to have grown there in his time.'* if tfiere be ifay 
thing in this {lory, we have reafon to be pleas'd With th^ 
grateful temper of our Poet, who took this occafion of im- 
mortalizing the name of an ordinary tradefman, who had 
•obliged him. The fame account of his life takes notice of 
icveral other inftances of his gratitude in the lame kind. 

j^. 270. In arts ef armory. "] I have callM Tychm an ar- 
mourer rather than a leather-drelTer or currier; his making 
cheihield of ^j^^x authorizes one expreflion as well as theo- 
fher s and tho' that which Homer ufcs had no lownefs os vul- 
garity in the Greek^ it was not to be admitted mif^Evgyik he- 
roic verfe. 

f. 17 J. Hedor, appr»4uh my arnfy &c.] I think It needleis 
ro obfcxve how exs^ly this ipeech of ^j^ couefponda with 

his 



BoaKVII. HOMERS lUAD. i6» 

yjAchilUs {buns the fight; yet fome there are» 
Not vord of fouly and not un(]ull*d in war^ 
Let him unadive on the fea*beat (hore^ 
Indulge his wrath, and aid our arms no more; 
Whole troops of heroes Greece has yet to boaft. 

So And fends thee one, a fample of her hoft. 
Such as I am, I come to prove thy might; 
No more— —be fudden, and begin the fight. 

O fon of TeUmon^ thy countrey's pride ! 
(To Ajdx thus the Trojan Prince reply'd) 

•8fMe, as a boy or woman would'ft thou fright. 
New to the field, and trembling at the fight 1 
Thou meet'ft a chief deferving of thy arm?, 
To combate born, and bred amidft alarms : 

his blunt and foldier-like charafter. The fame proprietj, i« 
icgard to this hero, is maintained throughout the lli»d. The 
bufineis he is about, is all that employs his head, and he 
ipe^ of nothing but fighting. The lau line is an image oi 
his mind at all times, 

N« mor4—-~^yt fudden. And be^in tht fight, 

iff. 28 J. Me J as A boy •r 'woman, nvould^Jf thou fright ?1 This 
ttoly of Htffor feems rather to allude to fome gefture yijax had 
u(ed in his approach to him, as /baking hts fpear, or the like, 
than to any thing he had faid in his fpeech. For what he 
had told bim amounts to no mOxe, than that there were fe-. 
veral in the Grecian armj who had courted the honour of this 
oombtte a» well as bimieif I think one muft obferve many 
thinft cf this kind in Homer, that allude to the particulat 
tttitttde 0£ aftion, ia which the amhoi fiippofei the pexfoa 
to be at tUc time. 

I know 
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1 know to fliift my ground, remount the car, 

2-9^ Turn, charge, and anfwcr ev'ry call of war. 
To right, to left, the dexterous lance 1 wield, 
And bear thick battel on my founding (hield. 
But open be our fight, and bold each blow ; 
I fteal no conqueft from a noble foe. 

295* He faid, and rifing, high above the field 

Whirl'd the long lance againft the fev'nfold ftiield. 
Full on the brafs defcending from above 
Thro' fix bull-hides the furious weapon drove, 
'Till in the fev'nth it fix*d. Then vtf;tfAr threw, . 

300 Thro* He^ors fliield the forceful javlin flew, 
His corflet enters, and his garment rends," 
And glancing downwards near his flank defcends. 
The wary Trojan (brinks, and bending low 
Beneath his buckler, difappoints the blow. 

oofFroni their bor'd (hields the chiefs their jav'linsdrew, 

Then clofe impetuous, and the charge renew :- 

Fierce 

f. 290. Turn, charge, and anfwer ev^ry call •f W4r.] "The Grr*^ 
js» T(7 movt my feet to the found of Mars, whkh feems to (he^ 
that thofc military dances were in ufc even in Homer^s limci 
which were afterwards pradifed in Greece, 

;^. 305. From their bor^d fb'eldt the chiefs their jdv* lint drew.] 
Homer in this combate makes his heroes perform all ihcic 
excrcifes with all forts of weapons ; firft darting lances at di- 
ftancc, then advancing clofei and piUhing with fpcais, then 

caftiog 
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:e as the mountain-lions bath*d in blood, 

naming boars, the terror of the wood. 

tjax He^or his long lance extends ; 

blunted point againft the buckler bends. 

Ajax watchful as his foe drew near, 

ve thro* the Trcjan targe the knotty fpcar ; 

ach'd his neck, with matchlefs ftrengdiimpell'd; 

Its the black gore, and dimms his (hining (ldeld« 

ceas*d not He^or thus; but, (looping down, 

is ftrong hand up-heav*d a flinty done, 

k, craggy, vaft: To this his force he l>ends; 

on the brazen bofs the ftone defcends; 

; hollow brafs refounded with the (hock. 

m jijax feiz'd the fragment of a rock, 

ily*d each nerve, and Twinging round on high, 

h force tempelluous let the ruin fly : 

: huge ftone thundring thro' his buckler broke: 

flacken'd knees receiv'd the numbing ftroke; 

at He^or falls extended on the field, 

bulk fupporting on tiie (hatter'd flueld* 

ing ftones, and lafily attacking with iwords s in every one 
vhich the Poet gives the fupexioiicy to his councieyman. 
I £a:thex obfeivable (as Emfiathim remazks) that %AjM al- 
I H€&9T an advaataige ia throwing the fiift ipeas* 

1 ^<i^ 
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Nor wanted heav'nly aid : Apollo % might 
Confirm*d his finews, and reftor'd to fight. 

3 JO And now both heroes their broad faulchions drew; 
In flaming circles round their heads they flew ; 
But then by Heralds voice the word was giv'n. 
The facred minifters of earth and heav'n : 
Divine Talthybius whom the Greeks employj 

935' And fage IdMs on the part of Troy^ . 

Between the fwords their peaceful fceptres rearM ; 

And firft IdAui awful voice was heard. 

Forbear, 

f. 328. Apollo^^ wif^f.] In the bcgiuniDg of this book w^ 
left Apollo pcrch'd upon a tree, in the fhape of a vultur, td 
behold the combate : He comes now very opportunely to 
fave his favorite HeSfor, Enftttthms fays that ^Apolh is thtf 
fame with Deftiny, folhat when Homer fays that ^follo favM I)im» 
he means no more than that it was not his Hit yet to die, as 
Utlenm had foretold him. 

jl^. 332. Heralds, ihe facred m/'ni/fers '] The heralds of old 
^ere facred perfbns, accounted the delegates of Mercuyj, and 
inviolable by^the law of nations. The ancFent hiftoties have 
many exatibpl.es of the feverity exercifed againl^ thofe who 
committed any outrage upon them. Their office was to af- 
lift in the faciifices and councils, to proclaim war or peace^ 
to command filence at ceremonies or fingle combates, to 
p.irt the combatants, and to declare the conqueror, 4rc. 

f. 134. Diyiae Takhybius, ire} This interpofition of the 
two heralds to part the combatants, on the approach of the 
night, is apply'd by Tajfo to the fingle combate of Tancred 
a:id ^rgantes, 'n\ the fixth bopk of his Jexuftlem, The he- 
rald's fpeech, and particularly that remakable injnndion to 
oirty tin night, arc tranflntcd literally by that aathor. The 
combatants there alio part not without a promife of meeting 
H^tin in battel, on Ibme more favourable opportunity, 
r* JS7' yindfirji Idxus.] iimtr obfcivcs a juft decorum in 

lEAking 
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Forbear, my fons ! your farther force to prove. 

Both dear to men, and both belov'd of Jove. 

-o To cither hoft your matchlefs worth is known. 

Each founds your praife, and war is all your own* 

But now the Night extends her awful (hade; 

The Goddefs parts you : Be the Night obey'd. 

To whom great Ajax his high foul exprefs'd* 

15* O fage ! to He5ior be thefe words addrefs'd. 

Let him, wht) firft provok'd our chiefs to fight. 

Let him demand the fandion of the night; 

If firft he afk it, I cpntent obey, 

And ceafe the ftrife when He5ior fhows the way. 

fo Oh firft of Greeks/ (his noble foe rejoin'd) 

Whom heav'n adorns, fuperior to thy kind. 

With ftrength of body, atid with worth of mind ! 

makine Id^in the Tfjan herald fpeak firft, to end the com« 
btte #nereiii He^^r had the difadvantage. ^jax is very fen* 
fible of this difference, when in his reply he recjaires that 
Hiff§r ihould firft ask for a cefiation, as he was the challen- 
ger. Eufiathius, 

f'iso. O firjl •/ Greeks, &c.} HtffoTy ht>w hardly foevec 
he b preft by his jprefent circnmftance, fays nothing to ob- 
tain a truce that is not ftriftly confiftent with his honour* 
When he prailes *^jax, it leffens his own difadvantage, and 
he is careful to extol him only above the Gretkt^ without ac- 
knowledging him more valiant than himfelf or the Trojunst 
heSvr is always jeilous of the honour of his countrey. In 
what follows we fee he keeps himfelf on a level with his ad- 
Verfanr 5 Hereafter we /ball meet, ' Ge thou, and give tht 

femt joy to tijy Grecians fer thy efcape, as I /ball to my Trojans^ 
1^ f9in$ ff h9mm ia all this is very nicdy |^tcCciHcd« 
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Now martial law commands as to forbear; 

Hereafter we flsall meet in i^orious war, 
rf Some future day (hall lengthen out the ftrife* 

And kt the Gods decide of death or life ! 

Since then the night extends het gloomy (hade> 

And heiav'n enjoins it« b« die night obey'd. 

Return, brave A]ax^ to thy Grecian friends, 
k> And joy the nations whom thy arm defends; 

As I (hall glad each chief; and 7)rojAn wife, 

Who wearies heaven with vows for HeHors life. 

But let us, on this memorable day. 

Exchange fome gift ; that Grmt and Trsy may fay ; 

« Not 

^.362. Whi wioriit hidv^H with vowi fir Heftttt*/ Ufi,} £i- 
fmhim %vic& many folutions of the difficulty in theie words, 
BUn dyiiAi They mean eithcx that the Tn»/4» Ladies will 
pray to the Gods foe him {tiymim% 01 emmim) with the ut- 
moft zeal and tranfpoit ; ox that they will go in fxoceffioato 
the temples ioi him (»c d'«<oy dyma.9 emtmm Dt§rMmi) oc 
that they will pray to him as to a God, or* Qm vm 2v$«y- 

f, 364. Exchange fimt gift.] There is nothing that gives us a 
greater pleafuie in reading an heroic Poem, tnan the geneto- 
kty which one brave enemv ihews to another. The pxopofal 
made here by Heflor^ and io readily embraced by ^j«x, makes 
the patting of thefe two heroes more glorious to them than the 
continuance of the combate could have been. A Frenth ciitick 
is (hock*d at HeSf9r*% making propofals to xAj4x with an air of 
equality ; he fays a man that is vanquifh^d, inftead of talk- 
ing of prefents, ought to retire with wame from his con<}iie- 
JOT. But that He^tr was vanqui(h*d, is by no means to be 
MJlQWjcdi Hmtr had toldu^ ihax hV« ^itvi^th was teftored by 
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* 

^6s" Not hate, but glory^ made thefe chiefs contend; 

<* And each brave foe was in his foul a friend. 
With that, a fword with ftars of filvcr grac'd» 

The baldric ftudded, and the (heath enchas'd. 

He gave the Greek. The gen'rous Greek beftow' j 
370 A radiant belt that rich with purple glow'd. 

Then with maJeHick grace they quit the plain; 

This feeks the Grecian, that the Phrygian train. 
The Trojan bands retiuning He^r wait, 

And hail with joy the champion of their ftate; 
37jErcap'd great >(/ifx, they furvey*d him round. 

Alive, unharm*d, and vig'rous from his wound. 

To rr^>*s high gates the godlike man -they bear. 

Their prefent triumph, as their late dcfpair. 
But^;>x, glorying in his hardy deed, 
380 The well-arm*d Greeks to Agamemn$n lead. 

A ileer for facrifice the King defigo'd. 

Of fuU five years, and of the nobler kind* 



\Aflhf and that Wit two combatfints ytttt engaf ing tgaiii- 
npOB c^iMil tcnas with tbeti iWoidf. So diac tbit cncici(bft 
HWa to noching . Foi tiie reft, 'tis laid chat tkia dchance 
•f pteicBts between iMIw md ^jdx gave birth to a pcoveib^ 
tbic the f lefeais of taemies are geiierally fatal, for v^/«f 
wttlb thit Iwotd atarwards ktlko bimfelf , and Ot^m wt» 
iiagg'd by c{ii$.bck aa tht diaiiot of v4fi(Mi^, 
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The vidlim falls ; they ftrip the fmoaking hide. 

The bcafl they quarter, and the joints divide x 

:8j'Then fprend the tables, the repaft prepare, 

Each takes his feat, and each receives his fliare. 

The King himfelf (an honorary lign) 

Before great A]ax plac'd the mighty chine. 

When now the rage of hunger was rempv'd;. 

<^Nejlor, in each perfuafive art approv'd, 

* • ■ - 
The fage v/hofc counfcls long had fway'd the reft, . 

In'Yvords like thefc his prudent thought expreft. 

j^^ 3 8 8 . Btfore greAt A jax pUL*d tht mighty thine,'] This is one 
cf chofe pailages thar will nafusally fall tmd^ the ridicole of 
a true jiiodeui ciitick. But wlvat sA^trntmntu here beftows •» 
^jdx was in foimei times a great mark of fefbeft and hdi- 
nour : Nor only as it was cuftomaryto diftinguim the qutlity 
of their guefts by the laigenefs of the portions a^giied tHcni 
at I heir tables, but as this part of the \xQnm peculiatly be- 
loDg'd to the King himfelf. It is worth remarking on this 
occaHon, that the iimpllcity of thofc times allowM the eat- 
ing of no other flefli, but beef, mutton, or kid : This '\% the 
food of the heroes of H^mer^ and the Patriarchs and Waril* 
ors of the Old Teftament. Filbing and fowling were the aitf 
of more luiurioos nations, and came min^h latet intb ^mvi 
and Ifrael, 

One cannot read this paffiige without being pleafed with 
the wonderful fimplicity of the old heroic ages. We havi 
here a gailanf warrior retarnhig'Ti^riotis (6>t that he 
thought himfelf fo appears Trom tbofe words «f;^tf^^Tee v/x*) 
from a fingle combate with the btav^fir of hta eifniiies; and 
he is no otherwise rewarded, than with n Urger portion of the 
^icriiice at fuppeir. Thus an op^cr feat, or a moi« Mpaetoui 
howl, -was a recompence for 'the grtatHE anions j 4n4 thus 
th.e only reward In the ol^nltic gdmM was4 pti»'bniiM^llt ^i^ 
a 'chaplct of parfley or wild olive. The latter part of this 
aon belongs to EHfidtbmt, ' 

How 



Book VII. HOMER's ILUD. 177 

How dear, O Kings ! this fatal day has coft. 
What Gre$ks are perifli'd ! what a people loft ! 
\9S What tides of blood have drench'd Scamanders (horc ! 
What crowds of Heroes funk, to rife no more ? 
Then hear me. Chief, nor let the morrow's light 
Awake thy fquadrons to new toils of fight: 
Some fpace at lead permit the war to breathe, 
|oo While we to flames our flaughtcr'd friends bequeathe. 

From 



f, 400. While we to fldmes^ &c.] There is a grejit deal of 
tnifice in this counfel of Nejior^ of burning the dead, and rai- 
fing a fortification} for rbo^ piety was the fpccious pretext, 
their fecuritj was the real aim of the rrucc, which they made 
ufe of to nj^ifh their works. Their doing this at the fame 
time they ere^ied the funeral piles, mide the ittipo/Ieton eafy 
upon the enemyi who might i^atiirally miftake one work for 
At other. And this alfo obriates a plain o&je^ion, viz.. Why 
the Trejans did not interrupt them in this work ? The truce de- 
termined no esaft tinie, But as much as was needful for dif- 
charging the rites of the dead. 

1 fancy it may not be unwelcome to the reader to enlarge 
a little upon the way of tbffofing the dead among the anci- 
ents. It may be proved from innumerable inftanccs, that the 
Hebrews imefred their dead ; thus ^brgfjam's burying place 
is frequently menrion'din fciipture: And that thzt^^ptUni 
did the fame is plain from their et^balmiog them. Sonie 
fiave been of opinion that the ufage of burning the dead was 
originally to prevent any outrage to the bodies from their e- 
nemies ; which imagrnation h rendeiM not improbable by 
that pafTage in the firft book of Samuely where the Ifn^el^ts 
burn the bodies oF Semi and his fons, after they had been 
miinfcd by the Pftiljltner, even tho* their c<3mmon ci^lonri was 
to bury thcJf dtft<l-. 'And fo <!f}ftn ^imoiT^ ilie-'^n/iin/ "was tl\e 
fiift of h.s family who orderM his body to be burnt, for feat 
-tiic barbaiicics he had cxercifed on that of MAriu4 might be 

i 4 V.VV- 
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From the red field their fcatter'd bodies bear, 
And nigh the fleet a fun'ral ftruAure rear : 
So decent urns their fnowy bones may keep. 
And pious children o*er their aflies weep, 
'f Here, where on one pronaifcuous pile they blaz*d. 
High o'er them all a general tomb be rais'd : 

retaliated upon his own. TuUj, it Ugiims^ lib. 2. PrHuUnUt 
KTtnuuUi ritus k Gnuis venit^ turn fgpttttian U*imm NtamMtrndd^A' 
nrtnis fpnfem j ftitjui l<nti C9rHelU f»linnt fuijfe jepulcltrum^ m'fu 
4ui SykoM, ^m frimm ex *a genu cremstHs eft. The Greeifi ofed 
both ways of interiiog and burning i Pdtr§cims was bunicdi 
and ^)sx lay*d in the gioimdi as appeals from S9^Im€U**$ %^J4i», 

&n.xxt5. 

« 

Uiiffin (fays the chonis) f frepdrt « b»8*w h$lif « ^/dm fw tbh 
man, 

Tbucjdidesy in his feeond book, mentions \4^yeattLt nvnf 
^Ariffltr : coffins or chefis made of cyjpiefs wood, in which 
the ^thenisns kept the bones of theii fiicads that dy'd in the 
wars. 

The Tomans deiived fiom the Creeki both thefe cuftoms of 
burning and burying : In urt* neve Sepelito neve UAiTOjTavs 
the law of ike twelve tables. The place where they bmn d 
the dead was fet apart for this religious ufe, and cidled Glebe i 
from which pra6iice the name is yet apply*d to all th« grounds 
belonging to the church. 

Plutarch obferves that Hemer is the fiift who mentions one 
general tomb for a number of dead perfons. Her« is a Tm- 
mitltu built round the Pyre, not to bury their bodies, for they 
were to be burn*d } nor to receive the bones, for thofe were 
to be carry'd to Greece ^ but perhaps to interr their aflies, 
(which cuftom may be gather'd from a pafl*age in Miiadii. f. 
255 ) ox H Blight be only a dntt^fb ta icmimbiaACC of the 
dead. 

Not 
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Next, to fecare our camp, and naval pow'n, 
Raife an embattel'd wall, with lofty tow'rs^ 
From fpace to fpace be ample gates aromi^, 

4ioFor paiSng chariots,, and a trench profound.. 
So Gruc$ to combate (hall in fafety go^ 
Nor fear the fierce incurfions of the foe; 
'Twas thus the Sage his wholefbme counfelmoy'd;. 
The fceptred Kin^ of Grm€ his words approved* 

41 J Meanwhile, convened at Pr/^w's palace-gate,. 
The Tr^]an Peers in nightly council fatc•^ 
A fenate void of order, so of d^oice^ 
Their hearts were fearful, and confus'd their voice. 
Anfencr x\^ng, thus demands their ear: 

^loYt Trojdnsy Dardans, and auxiliars hear !' 

Tf^.4i6. T*# Trojan PHrtin nightfy fmicil fiui.j ' There ir »■ 
great beauty in the two Epithets H§mir gires to this cowicily, 
7mh, riJ^HXH*, timidly turbulmta. The unjuft fide is always* 
fearful and difcordant. I think l/i,J>aeier has not entliel/ 
done juftice to this thought in herttanflation. HotMi feenis- 
to have accounted this an u(eful and neceifary part thar 
contain'd the great moral of the ///W, as may be ieen fron^ 
bis feleding it in patticulai from the leil, in his epiftle t» 

TAkmUt ^u£ pMridis ffftn narrgmr mmrem 
itrdtia BuHMtHs hm9 uUifs imlh^ . 
Smltorwn regmn & ffui»rum fmimt ^m, 
sy4ntm9r em/cr ^th ftmeiden esmfum. 
. SlB^d PAtis! Vt fMhmirtintty vivAtqut kttUm^ 
O^i fojpt nfgaf, . m i 
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Tis hekv*n the cbunfel of ttiy breaft iriQ>ires, 
And I but move what ev'ry God req^uires: 
Let Sparta s treafures be this hour reftor*d, , 
And Arpve Hetenown her ancieht Lotd. 
[^S The ties of faith, the fwofn alliance broke. 
Our impious battels the juft Gods provoke. 
As this advice ye praftifc, or rejefl", 

* * # 

So hope faccefs, or dread the dire" ttfecS. 
The fenior fpoke, and fate. To whom reply'd 
.30 The graceful hiifband Of^esparfah brrdbi 
Cold counfels, *Trojany inay become tliy ydars^ 
Btit found 'Utigraf eful iri a \Varri6r*s ears : 

m 

Old man, if void Of fallacy or art 

r ■ 

Thy words exprefs the purpofe of thy heart, 
|3j'Thou^ in thy time, more found advice haft giv'iir 

But wffdom has its date, affign'd by heaVn. 

Then hear me, Princes of the Trojan name ! 

Their trcafares 111 rcftore, but not the dame;. 

My treafures too, for peace, I wiU rcfign ; 

M^But be this bright pofTeffion ever mine. 

'Twas then, the growing difcord to.compofe,. 

Slow from his feat the reverend Priam rofe: 

His 

y. ^^r. The rro'rerA Pr.Am '■ofe."\ ?TiAnitc\tOLs iKe wholfome 
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His god-like afpe^l deep attetitiort dfcW : 

He paus'd, and thcfe pacific words enfuc. " ^ 

45* Ye TrojAj^Sy Dardans, and auxiliar bandis ! 
Now take refrelliment as the hour deixiajids : 
Guard well the walls, relieve the watch of night,. 
* Till. the new fun reftores the chearful light : . 
Then fliall our herald to xh* Atrtdes fent, 

^P Before their fliips, proclaim my fon's intent. 
Next let a truce be afk'd, that.lV^y may burn 
Her flaughterM heroes, and their bones in-urn ; 
That done, once more. the fata qf warbctry'^^ 
And whofe the conqueft,. mighty Jove decide ! ' 



extremely natural to the indalgent charad«i a&d ea(y nature 
of the old Kine, of which the whole Trtjan wa^ is. ^ proof, 
but 1 could wifli Homer had not juft in this place celebra^ 
his ^1(3 om in calHng him Ois^v /u»V«( drAhe^i^, Sptodn' 
ntu refers this blindoefs of FrUm to the power of fa,te> thie 
time now approaching when Tr»y was to be puniih*d foi hs ia- 
juftice. Somethiag like thi» weak fondnefs pf a iatlnr it d«* 
fcrlbed in the fctipture, in the ftory of Dawi ^Skd^xAbJiUt^^ > 
f. 451. Next. let a trnce be ask^d ] The condud of Hemirin 
this place is remarkable : He makes Pr/Mn propofe in couAe^- 
to fend to the Creek^ to ask a truce to bury the dead. .This 
the Greeks themfelves. had before determin'd to propole : But 
it being more honourable to his.countrey^ the Poet qsakcathe 
Trojan herald prevent any propofition that could bni macie by 
the Greeks, Thus .they are tequefted to do what they-.chem^ 
/elves were ^bout to requell, and have the honOut. to comply 
with a propo^l, which tjiey themfelycc would athcll^ile have 
taken as a favour. tujUthms, 

\ 6- '^V^ 
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.; f The Monarch fpoke : the warhors fnatch'd with 

(Each at his poft in arms) a fiiort repafte* ^ 

Soon as the rofy morn had wak'd the day. 
To the black fhips U*m bent his way ; 
There to the fons of MAn i^ council found, 
f60He rais*d his voice : The hods ftood liil'ning round* 
Ye fons of Atreuf, and ye Greeks give car ! 
The words of Troy, and Tr(fys great Monarch hear. 
Pleas'd may ye hear (fo heav*n fucceed my pray'rs) 
, What Paris^ author of the war, declares. 



f, 4$€. EMh if his f/l in Arms ] We hive here the mannet 
of the Tr»jd»t taking theic lepaft : Nor promifcuoufl/, bat 
each at his poft. H«mir was fenfible that military men ought 
not to remit their guard, even while they lefrefh themfelveS} 
but in every aftioq difplay the folcjier. Eujidthiu*. 

f 4tfXi Thefpeeth •f Idxus.] The propofition of reftoring 
the treafurcs, and not Hf/w, is fent as ttom PaHs only j in 
which his father feems to permit him to treat by himfelf as 
a fovereign Prince, and the fole author of the war. But the 
kerald feems t,o exceed his commilfion in what he tells the 
Cfitk^s, PaHs only offci*d to rcftore the treafiires he took 
-fiom Critce, not including thofe he broo^t from Std§» and 
other coafts, where he touch'd in his voyage: Bat Id^eus here 
proffers all that he brought to Tr§y. He adds, »s from him- 
Self, a wi(h that P*ris had perifhM in that voyage. Some an- 
cient expofitors Aippofe thoTe words to be fpoken afidci er 
in a low voice, as it is ufiiai in Dramatic Poetry. But with- 
out that fdtvtt a generous love for the welfare of his coua- 
ttcy might iranfport /<i(MJ into fome warm expre(Gonsag4'nft 
the author of its woes. He lays afide the Herald to a^ the 
Tatiiot, and fpcaks with indignation againft Paris, that he 
may inAucocc the GjtciM captains to give a favourable an- 
IWcr. U^^thim, 
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'he fpoib and treafures he to tiw bore, 
Dh had he penfli'd e'er they touch'd our (hore) 
ie proffers injur'd Greece; with large encreafe 
►f added Trojan wealth, to buy the peace, 
ut, to reflore the beauteous bride again, 
'his Greece demands, and Troy requefts in vain* 
lext, O ye chiefs ! we a(k a truce to bum 
)ur ilaughter'd heroes, and their bones in urn. 
That done, once more the fate of war be try'd, 
Lnd whofe the conqueft, mighty Jove decide ! 

The Greeks gave ear, but none the filence broke; 
^t length Tydides rofe, and rifing fpoke. 
)h take not, friends ! defraudied of your fame, 
Their proffer'd wealth, nor cv'n the Spartan dame. 

Let 

j^. 47J. The Greeks gdv* edr^ htu tune the Jttenee ^•ke,'\ Thif 
Icnce of the Greeks mfght naturaUy proceed from aa opi- 
'on, that however dedrous they were to put an end to this 
)ng war, Mfneimm would nefcr confent to relinquifli Helm, 
hich was the thing inGfted tipoo by Fariu Eu/faihuu accoiimt 
n it in another mannec, and it is from him M, Dacier has 
iken ber lematk. The Fuaces (fays he) were filent- be^ 
aufe it was the part oi ^gduntmnon to determine in matters of 
lis naiiue j and ^i^amtmneu is iilenr, being willing to hrac 
le aaclinations of the Princes. By this means he avoided 
ae imputation of expofing rhe Grteki to dangers for his ad- 
antage and glory j (inoe he only gave the anfwei which wai 
ur into his mouth by the JPiinces, with the general ap^ufe 
rf the army. 

^.477. OUtaki*tf Greeks, &€,"} There is a peculiar deco- 
^m ia making Okmdtke atukoi of th\A.a4iU«> \^ v:)^%^«- 
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Let conqueft make tliem ours : Fate fliakek 

400 And Tr(^ already totters to her fall. 

Th* admiring chiefs, and all the Grecuns, 
With gen'ral fliouts returned him loud act 
Then thus the King of Kings rejccfls the J 
Herald ! in him ihou hear'fl the voice of( 

4^5" For what remains; let fun'ral flames be t 
With heroes corps : I war not with ihe d< 
Go fearch your flaughter'd chieft on yonc 
And gratify the Manes of the llain. ' 

Be witnefs, Jove, whofe thunder rolls on i 

4f;o He faid, and rear'd his fceptre to the iky.j 
To facred Troy, where all her Princes l) 
To wait th* event, the herald bent his wi 
He came, and Handing in the midfl, exp 
The peace rcjeded, but the truce obtain*« 

491* Strait to their fev*ral cares the Trojans moriy 
Some fearch the plain, fome fell thefoundiix 
Nor lefs the Greeks, defcending on the flior 
Hew'd the green forefts, and the bodies b^ 

vcn Hilm hcrfdf if (he were oflfet'd 5 this had not i 
an amorous husband like 2imeUus, nor with a cuok * 

cian like Vlyfts, nor with a wife old man likc.AftiJO ' 

is proper to Diomed, not only as a young feailefs ^ 
M9 he ii ia piicicttlax an csvitmy \o Oat vnx^it^li «(k 



I 
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^nd now from forth the chambers of the main. 
To fhed his facred light on earth igain, ■ 
\rofe the' golden chariot of the day, 
\nd tipt the mountains wfth a purple ray. 
!n mingled throngs the Greek and Trojan train 
rhro' heaps of carnage fearch'd the mournful plain. 
Scarce could the friend M flaughter'd Mend explore, 
With duft diflbonour'd, and deform'd with gore. ' 
rhe wounds they wafti'd, their pious tears they (bed, 
{Lnd, laid along their cars, deplor'd the dead. 
Sage PrJam checked their grief : With fHcnt hafte I 
The bodies decent on the piles were plac'd r 
iVith melting hearts the cold remains they burn'd; 
\nd fadly flow, to facred lyoy rctumU 
>Jor Jefs the Gneeks their pious forrows (hcdr 
^d decent on the pile difpofe the dead; 



*• k> a. 



f. 50S, ^ndy laidMl^rftec^f.^ThtCc^hibffwtte oOtHi^ 
lots, but carriages f for Htmer miakes Hefit fay in j^. 33a, of 
he ortg, that this was to be^ done with miiles and ^en, whicb 
9tte not commonly foin'd to clvuiets, tod the word xokxH" 
^o/iJfi there may be apply 'd to aiiy re|dc]e that inns on 
wheels. *A/u«{a fignifies indifkrt A\^}ifi^iim and et/^rtti^ 
tnd-tn» E«f^»/*wart car impHes cltheti 'But if they didtiib 
:hatiots in bearing thcif dead, it H*atltaft evident, thafthtW^ 
^aiiots were drawn by-ninles and' oxen- at fiineral falcmnl* 
fies.'-' H9mrr\ uixflg chc woxd af««jfdt' Vuitf ^ottflffig^, confirms 
Shis 'opinion; '" • ' • ■ 
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j'lj'The cold remains confume with equal care; 
And flowlfy iladly, to their fleet repair* 
Now, e're the mom had flreak'd with red'ning light 
The doubtful confines of the day and night v 
About the dying flames the Qntk^ appear*d» 

T^o And round the pile a gen'ral tomb they rear'd*. 
Then» to fecure the camp and naval pow'rs. 
They rais'd embattel'd walls with lofty tow'rs: 

From 

f, sir, Thm^ uftcmt the aanp^ 8cc.] H§m9r has been i^- 
cns*d of an offence againft probability, in cauiing this foitifi> 
cation to be made fo late as in the laft year of the war. M. 
Ddcitr anfwers to this objeftion. That the Grttki had no oc- 
caiion for it till the departare of sAcbilUs: He alone was a' 
greater defence to them } and Honur had told the reader b a 
preceding book, that the Trojans never durft venture out of 
the walls of Tvy while ^AebilUs fought : theie intreochments 
therefore ferve to raife the glory of his principal hero, fince 
they become neeeflary as ibon as he withdraws his aid. She 
miffht have added, that ^chiUes himfelf fays all this, and 
msuces H^mn't apology in the ninth book; |l. 46 o.- The fame 
awhor, fpeaking of this fortification, feems to doubt whe- 
ther the ufe of intrenching eamps was known in the Tr§j4m 
war« and is rather inclined to think H9mif borrow'd it horn 
what was pradlifed in his own time. But I believe (if we con* 
fidei the caution with whic^ he has been ob(ervea, in fonic 
inftaoces already given, to prefeive the manners of the a^e 
he writes of>. in conuadi^indion to what was pra&is'd in hii 
own }) we may reafonably .conclude the ait of fortification 
was in ufe even Co. lon£ before him, and in the degree of peL- 
feftion that he here deicribes it. If it was not, ai^4 if H$Mnr 
was fond of dcfcribiog ^an improvement; in, this ait naide ia 
his own days: nothing couJa be better tonrrived than his 
feigning NeJ^or to be the author of it, whofe wi(3oin and ei- 
peticncQ in wa< xcndcL'd it ^cobablc that he might carry h*s 
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From fpace to fpace were ample gates around. 
For pafliDg chariots; and a trench profound, 
ifOf large extent; and deep in earth bdow 
Strong piles infixed flood adverfe to the foe* 

' So toird the Greeks: Mean while the Gods above 
In (hining circle round their father Jwe^ 

Amazed 

projeds^ farther than the reft of his coatemporartes. We have 
here a fortification as pccfeft as any in the modecn times: 
A ftrong wall is thrown up, towers are built upon it from 
Ipace to fpace, gates are nrade to ifToe out at» and a ditdi 
(onk deep, wide and long, to all which palifadet are added 
to compleat it. 

f, 5Z7. MedirwhiU the Cods.'] The fidion of this wall railed 
by the Gruks, has ^iven no little advantage to thmif^t Foeniy 
in fiirniihing him with an opportunitv of changing the fcene, 
and in a great degree the fobjeft ana accidents of his battels i 
fo that the following defaiptions of war ate totaltv diluent 
ftom all the foregoing. He takes care at the firn mention 
of it ta fix in us a great idea of this woik^ by making the. 
Gods immediately concern*d about it. We fee Neptmn jea- 
lous left the gloiy of his own workt the walls of 7V#/,^ (hould 
be effaced by it s and Jupiter comforting him with a prophecy 
that it (hall be totally deftroy'd in a mott time. H»mf was 
ibnfible that as this was a building of his imagination only, 
and not founded (like many othex of his defcnptions) npoa 
ibme antiquities or traditions of the countrejr* To pofteritT 
mitht convift htm of a faifity, when no remains of any fucn 
wall diduld be fecn on the coaft. Therefore (as ^riftlt ob- 
Icrres) he has foqnd this way to elude the cenfiire of an im- 
ptobaole fiftlon : The word of J9ve was fulfilled^ the hands 
of the Gods, the force of the rivers, and the waves of the 
iea, demolilh'd it. In the twelfth book he digrefl*es from the 
fski^Qi of his Poem, to defcribe the execution of this f ro- 
phecT. The verfes there are ver^ noble, and have fivea 
th€ hiat to mifn for thole in which he accounts aftci the 

fiune 



i88 HOMERy ILIAD. Book VII. 

Amaz'd beheld the wondrous works of man : 
JS^Then he, whofe trident (hakes the earth, began. 
'What mortals henceforth (hall ourpow'r adore, 

Our fanes frequent, our oracles implore. 

If the proud Grecians thus fuccefsful boaft 

Their rifing bulwarks on the fea-beat coaft ? 
j'35'.Scc the long walls extending to the main. 

No God confulted, and no yiftim flain ! 

Their fame (hall fill the world's remoteft ends; 

Wide, as the mom her golden beam extends. 

While old Laomedons divine abodes, 
j'4oThQfe radiant ftrudlures raised hj laboring Gods*. 

Shall^ raz'd and loft, in long oblivion ileep. 

^Tbus fpoke the hoary monarch of the deep. 
Th* Almighty Thund'rer with a frown replies^, 

That clouds the world, and blackens half the fkies. 

iame poetical manner, for the v^i/hiAg of the terrefinai 
j^aiadife. 



^y4il fimttatHs •f tht itef 



Broke ufi /hall heave the ocean to ufurp 
Beyond all benfids^ 'till inundation rife 
^bove the hi^hejt hills: Then JJjall this mtuni 
Of Paradifc by might of vjAva be mov*d 
Out of ht pUce, pupj*d by the homed fltod^ 
Wnh all its verdure fpoii^d, and trees adrift^' 
■Down t/je fre^ river to the opening gulf,- 
"^ffd thert t^.ke ron an ijland fait and bare, 
• ■ 'Thi hatfm offtals and oie^. and fea-me-uxt clang. 

Strong 
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r Strong God of Ocean! thou, whofc rage can make 

The folid earth's eternal bafis fliake ! 

Whatcaufe of fear from mortal works could move 

The meaneft fubjedt of our realms above ? 

Where*e*er the fun's refulgent rays are caft, 
^Thy pow'r is hononfd, and thy fame (hall laft. 

But yon* proud work no future age (hall view, 
No trace remain where once the glory grew. 
The fappM fbundatidns by thy force (hall fall. 
And whelm'd beneath thy waves, drop the huge wall 
Vaft drifts of fand(hall change the former (hore; 
.The ruiii'vanirh*d, and the name no more. 

Thus they in hfeav'n : while, o'er the Grecian train* 
The rollmg fun defcending to the main 
Beheld the fini(hM work. Their bulls they flew; 
Black from the teats the fav'ry vapors flew. 

And now the fleet, arriv'd from Lemnos ftands, 

■ ■' • . ' . 

With Bacchus bleflings chear'd the gen'rous band^. 

'.■"*■■ «■ ■ • ' 

f, S0O, xAnd n$w the fiett, &c.] The vcrfes from hftncc to 

the end of the book, avoids us the knowledge of fome points 

of hifloiy and antiquity. As th^tjafon had a ^onby Hjp/tpjU^ 

who (ucceeded his mother in the kingdom of /^m»0^;.Thac 

the fde of Lemnos was anciently famous for its wines, and 

drove a trufHck in them ; and that coined money was not in 

ufe in the time of the Tyojah war, but the trade of countries 

c^rrvM on by exchange in grofs, brafi, oxen, flaves, &r, l 

mui not forget the particular term uled here for flave, oLi- 

^e^VscToF) which is literally the fame with cut modem word^ 

fiwmM^ * Of 
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Of fragrant wines the rich Eumdus fent 

A thoufand meafures to the royal tent. 
S6f (EunduSf whom HypfipyU of yore 

To Jafin^ fliephcrd of his people, bore) 

The reft they purchased at their proper coft. 

And well the plenteous freight fupply'd tke bofi: 

Each, in exchange, proportion*d treafures gave; 
5*70 Some brafs, or iron, fomeanoxe, orflaye* 

All night they feail, the Gntk and Trojsn pow'rs; 

Thofe on tlie fields, and thefe within their tow*rs; 

But Jovi averfc the fig;is of wrath difplay'd. 

And (hot red light 'nings thro' the gloomy fliade 1 
57 f Humbled they flood; pale horror fcii*d on all,, 

While the deep thunder fliook th* aerial hall. 

Each pour'd to Jove before the bowl was crown d|. 

And Targe libations drench'd the thirfty ground; 

Then late refre(h'd with fleep from toils of fight, 
}8o Enjoy 'd the balmy bteflings of the night. 

it. 57*. Bm Jove itvtrfl, &c. 1 The (igns by which Jnftm 
here fliews his wrath againft.tne Gneidtu, are a ptcliide to 
thofemoie open declarations of his anger which follow ia 
the next book* and prepare the mind of the reader for that 
madiijie, which might othcxwife (eem too bold and violent. 

THE 
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JtJpiTtR aJfembUs a cotincll of tht Deitiesy and threa- 
tens the?n with the pains of Tartarus if they ajfift ei- 
ther Jide : Minerva only obtains of him that floe may di* 
re6i the Greeks by her counfels. The armies join battel; 
Jupiter on mount Ida weighs in his balances the fates tf 
both f and affrights the Greeks with his thunders and 
lightnings. ' Hcilor Mone continuts in the f^d m put 
danger ; Dionied relieves him ; whofe exploit Sj and tSofe 
of Hedlor, are excellently defcfibed, Juno endeavours 
to animate Neptune to the ajfiftanct of the GrcckSj hitt 
in vain. The ab'is of Teucer , who is at length tVoM* 
ded by Hector, and carry d off, Juno and Mincrft 
prepare to aid //^f Grecians, hut are reftrained by\% 
font from Jupiter. The night puts an end io the bat0t 
Hcftor continues the fields (tm Qxt^&s-hmtg drivejHt 
their fortification before the fiips) and gives orders to hef 
the watch all night in the camp^ to prevent the enemy 
from re-imbarking and efcaping by flight. They kindk 
fires through all the fields andpafs the night underarms* 
Ti^f time of feven and twenty dory s is employed from 
ihe opening of the Poem to the end of this book. The 
fcene here (except of the celeftial machines) lies in tht 
field toward the fea-fijore^ 
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VRORAnov/, fair daughter of the dawn. 
Sprinkled with rofy light the dewyhwn; 
Whcn^oT/econvcn'dthefenatc of the flues. 
Where liigh olymf-a)' cloudy tops arife. 

The 



' * Himtr, like moft of the Griiti, ii thauglit to have tii- 
tWl'd into c^r^, and brought fcomlhepricRs ihcre, ncl on- 
Wtkcii learning, but iheii mannec oFcunveying it in fjblel 
pMd hierogiypliicks. Tliii is nEcefiaif to be conlidcE*tl by 
'Anfe who would thoioughly penetiate into llic bcauij' and 
'Mgn of many parts of tlits Authoi; For whoevtt teflcfli 
that tbii WHS the mode of learning in iKofe times, All maf[e 
Be doubt bw ihcK arc fcYCial myftciiej both of natmat anl 
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f The Sire of Gods his awful filence broke : 
The heav ns attentive trembled as he fpoke. 
Celeftial dates, immortal Gods ! give ear. 
Hear our decree, and rev*rence what ye hear; 
The fix*d decree which not all heav'n can move; 

10 Thou Fate! fulfil it; andyepow'rs! approve! 
What God but enters yon' forbidden field, 
Who yields affiftance, or but wills to yield; 
Back to the fkies with (hame he (hall be driv'n, 
GaOi'd with difhoneft wounds, th,e fcom of heav'n: 

If Or far, oh far from fteep Olympus thrown. 

Low in the dark Tartarean gulf fliall groan, 

With ■ 

moral philofbphy involvM in his fiftions, which otherwifeia 
the liceral meaning appear too trivial or irrational ; and it is 
but juft, when thefe are not plain or immediately intelligibki 
to imagine that fomething of this kind may be hid ondct 
them. Neverthelefs, as Htmer tiaveird not with a direft viev 
of writing philofophy ox theology, fo he might often ofe thefe 
hteroglyphical fables and traditions as embelliflunents of his 
poetry only, without taking the pains to open their myfiical 
meaning to his readerst and perhaps without diving vciy 
deeply into it himlelf. 

j^. 16. Low in the dark T titiittM Gulf y &c.] This opinioBOf 
Tartdrms^ the place of torture for the impious after deatlii 
mteht be taken from the t/£gjftians: for it feems not im- 
probable, as fome writers have obierved, that fome tradittot 
might then be fpiead in the Eaftern parts of the world* of 
the fall of the angels, the punishment of the damned, tod 
other facied truths were afterwards more fully ezplain'd aad 
taught by the Prophets and Apoftles. TheTe H»mtr leenos tf 
allude to in this and other palfages ; as where Vmliim isiaidt* 
he precipitated fio^ heaven in the £ift book* where 7*f^ 
I thxeateitf 
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With burning chains fiz'd to the brazen floors, 

AqH lock'd by hell's itiexonible doon; 

As deep beneath tfa* infernal centre hurl'd, 

As from that centre to th' aethereal world. 

Let him who tempts me» dread thofe dire abodes ; 

And know» th' Almighty is the God of Gods. 

League all your forces then» ye pow*rs aboret 

Join all, and try th* onmipotenire of ^ov€: 

I J Let down our golden, eveiiaftmg chain, ^ . 

[mam^ 

Whofe ftrong embrace holds heav'n, and earth, and 

Strive 

threatens Mats with Tdrtdrut in the fifth, and wheie the De- 
mon of Difcoid is caft out of heaven in the nineteenth. Vtr^ 
|i7 has cranflated a pan of thele lines in the ^tth */£mid» 



•Turn TdrtdfM if ft 



Bis pdtet in prdceps tantttm^ tendit^ fitk nmkrds^ 
c^tMttiHs dd dthermm cteli fufpg^s Oljmfmm^ 

And Milton in his fiift book, 

^s fdr removed frtm G»d dud lighf of hedi/n, 
^j from tht iemro thrice to th* utmofi pole. 

It may not be unpleafing jnft to obfeire the gradation in, 
thefe three great Poets, as if they had vied with each other, 
in extending this idea of the depth of hell* Homer fays as 
far, Virgil twice as far, Milton thrice, _ 

]^. Z5. Let down our golden everldjiing djdin^ The various opi- 
liions of the ancients concerning this paffage are coUo^ed by 
Eufidthim. Jupiter fays, // he holds this chdin ef go!d, the force 
'of dU tht Gods is unable to drdw him down, hut be cdn draw uf 
Hemf the fedS, dnd the earthy and cdufe the whole univerfe to hon^ 

mndSive. Some thiok that Ji^it*r fignifies tke <4S(^> th.c %<A. 
¥01, !!• K 
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Strive all, of mortal and immortal birth. 
To drag, by this, the Thund'rcr down to earth : 
Ye llrivc in vain \ If I but ftretch this hand, 
30 1 heave the Gods, the Ocean, find the land. 



den chain the Sun .• If the ty£ther did not temper the rays of the 
fun as they pafs thio* it, his beams would not only drink up 
«nd exhale the Ocean in vapours, but alfo exhale the moifture 
from the veins of the earth, which is the cement that hulds 
it togethei: by which means the whole cieacion would becoa>e 
tinadive, and all its powers fufpended. 

Others affirm, that by this golden chain may be meant rhe 
^ays of the world's duration, i/uipixc euuv($^, which are a& it 
were painted by the luftre of the fun. and follow one another 
in a fucceifive chain till they arrive at their iinal period: 
.While Jttpher or the u£ther which the ancienrs callM the foul 
of all things) ftill remains unchanged. 

Plato in his The4titHifAysth3Lt by this golden chain is meant 
the fun, whofc rays enliven all nv-turc, and cement the paits 
of the univetfe. 

The Stcieks will have it, that by Jupiter is implied Dcftiny, 
which over- rules every thing both upon and ahovc the earth. 

Others (delighted with their own conceits) imagine that 
Ihmer intended to reprefcut the excellence of monarchy} that 
the fceptrc ought to be f*ayM by one hand, and that all the 
wheels of government (hould be put in motion by oneperfon. 

But 1 fanfy a much better interpretation may be K-und for 
this, if we allow (as there is great rcafon to believe) that the 
t^^ypttans undeiftood the tiue fyftem of the wor^d, and that 
Pythagoras firft lcarn*d it from them. They held that the 
planets were kept in their orbits by gruvituicn upon the luni 
which was therefore call'd yovt's caner^ and lometiiresby ihc 
fun (as Mtcroh «j informs us) is meant }s*piier himfeif: We fee 
too thkit the moft pievalling opiiiion of antiquity fixes it to 
the /«» 5 lo that I thi^lc it will be no ftrained interpretation 
to fay, that by tl.e inability of the Godi to pull 7«/./r<r out of 
his I'lace with this catena^ may be undciftocd the fupetior ai- 
lra£tjve force of the fun, whcieby he continues unmovcd> ^o^ 
draws all the reft of the planets towaids him. 

I fix 
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I fix the chain to great Olympus height. 

And the vafl world hangs trembling in my figkt ? 

For fuch I reign, unbounded and above ; 

And fuch are Men, and Gods, compar'd to ^ove. 
35* Th* Almighty fpoke, nor durft the pow*rs reply, ^ 

A rev'i end horror filenc'd all the iky ; 

Trembling they ftood before their fovVeign's look ; 

At length his beft-belov*d, the pow'r of W'tfdom fpoke. 
Oh firft and greateft ! God, by Gods ador'd ! 
40 We own thy might, our father and our Lord ! 



)^. 35. TA* ^jiimigbty fpokf,} lUmtf ip this whole pa^Taep pUid** 
ly fhews his belief of one fupreme, omnipotent God, wboni 
he introduces with a majefty and (nperioiity worthy the gireat 
ruler of the Univerfe. Accordingly Jufim Martyr cites it as a 
proof of our Author's attributing the power and 'gorerament 
of all things to one firft God, whofe divinity is fo far fuperior 
to all other Deities, that if compared to him, they may be 
lank'd among mortals, ^dmon, Adgentes, Upon this account*^ 
and with the authority of that learned father, I have ventac'4 
to appl)r to jHfiter in this place fuch appellatives as arefuitable 
to the lUpreme Deity : a praftice I would be cautions of ufing 
in many other paifages where the notions and defcriptions ci^ 
our Author muft be own'd to be unworthy of the divinity. 

T^. 3 p. fir/i andgreateji! ficc] H§mer is not only tobead- 
mir'd for keeping up the chara^lers of his Heroes, but for a« 
dapting his fpeeches to the chara^ers of his Gods. Had 7«- 
no here given the reply, (he would have begun with fomemark 
of refentment, but PalUs is all fubmilfions jFiw« would pro- 
bably have contradidled him, but PalUs only begs leave to be 
foriy for thofe whom (he muft not affiftj Juno would have 
Ipoken with the prerogative of a wife, but Pailas makes her 
addrefs wicJi the obfc^uioufnefs of a prudent daughter. Eh- 

fiathim. 
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But ah ! permit to pity human date : 
If not to help, at leaft lament their fisite. 
¥xom fields forbidden we fubmiis refrain^ 
Wkh arms nnaiding mourn our Argives flain^ 

y^Yet grant-my counfels Hill their breails may move^ 
Or all muft perifh in the wrath of ^•vi. 

The doud-compelling God her fuit approv'd^ 
Andimil'd fuperior on his beil-belov*d. 
Then call'd his ^ourfers, and his chariot took ; 

r^ The ftedfaft firmament beneath them (hook; 
Rapt by th* ethereal fteeds the chariot roU'd; 
Bra& were their hoofs, their curling manes of gold. 
Of helv*ns undrofly gcdd the God's array 
Refulgent^ fiafh'd intolerable day. 

^^ High on the throne he ihines : His courfers &j 
Between th' extended earth and flarry fky. 
But when to .lda*$ topmofl height he came, 
(Fair nurfe of fountains, and of favage game) 
Where o'er her pointed fummits proudly rais'd, 

foHis fane breathM odours, and his altar blai'd: 

There, from his radiant car, the facr-ed Sire 

Of Gods and men released the fteeds of fire : 

Blue ambient mills tb' immortal deeds embrac'd; . 

High on the cloudy point his feat he plac'd ; 

Thence 
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6j Thence his broad eye the fubjed world furvcys. 
The town, and tents, and navigable feas. 

Now had the Grecians fnatch'd a (hort repafte. 
And buckled on their (hining arms with haftc. 
Tro^ rowz'd as foon; for on this dreadful day 

70 The fate of fathers, wives, and infants lay. 
The gates unfolding pour forth all their train ;" 
Squadrons on fquadrons cloud the dufky plain : 



)^. 69, ^•r m this insdfiU tUy Tht fittt •f fsibert^ wtvis^ dnd 
mfMts Uy.^ It may be ntccttkty to explain, why the Trojans 
thought themlelves obliged to nght in order to defend theit 
wives and children. One would think they might have kept 
within thetx walls; the Crtcums xazAt no attempt to batter 
them» neither were they invefted j and the country was open 
on all fides excepirtowards the fea, to give them provifiont. 
The moft natural thought is, that they and their auxiliaries 
being very numerous, could not fiibfift but fxom a large 
country about them s and perhaps not without the fca, and 
the rivers, where the Grtik$ encamp'd : That in time \\it Greeks 
would have (iurounded them, and blpckM up every avenue to 
their town: That they thought themlelves oblig'd to defend 
the country with all the inhabitants of it \ and that indeed 
at firft this was rather a war between two nations, and be- 
came not properly a fiege till afterwards. 

j^. 71. The gates unftUing^ &c.] There is a wonderful fubli- 
tnity in the(e lines ; one fees in the defeription the gates or 
a warlike city thrown open, and an army pouting forth i 
and hears the trampling of men and hoifes lufliing to the 
battel. 

Thefeverfes are, as £«»^4f^t»iobrerves, only a repetition of 
a former paiTage ; which (hews that the Poet was particularly 
pleas*d with them, and that he was not aiham'd of a repeti- 
tion, when he could not exprefi the fame image more hap- 
pily than he had already done. 

K 3 \^s^^> 
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Men, ^tz^f^ and chariots (hake the trembling ground; 
The tumult thickens, and the fkies refound. 

7^ And now with (houts the (hocking armies clos'd, 
To lances lances, (hiclds to (hiclds opposed, 
Hofl ag-ainft hoft with (hadowy legions drew. 
The founding darts in iron tempefts flew, 
Vivflors and vanqui(h*d join proinifcuous cries, 

80 Triumphant (houts and dying groans.arife; 
With dreaming blood the flipp'ry fie'ds are dy'd. 
And flaughter*d heroes fwell the dreadful tide. 
Long as the morning beams encrcafing bright, 

^ O'er heav'ns clear axuic fpread the facred light ; 

85:'Commutual death the fate of war oonfounds. 
Each adverfe battel goafd with equal wounds. 
But whefTthe Sun the height of heav'n afcends; 

The Sire of Gods his golden fcales fufpends. 

With 

>^. 84. the facred light,"] Homer defcribingthc advance of the 
day from morning till nooui calls it iigfr, or (acred> fays 
EujfathtHs, who gives this leafon fot it, becaufe that part of 
the day was allotted to faciiiice and religious worship. 

;^. 88. The Sire of Gods bis golden fcales fmffends."} This figure 
repiefenting God as weighing the deftinics of men in his ba- 
lances, was fiift made ufe of in holy writ. In the book of 
Joh, which is acknowledged to be one of the moft ancient 
of the fcripturcs, he prays to be vjeiih^d in an even haUndy 
that Cod maj k^oiv his integrity, Daniel declares from God to 
IielJJ:azjLar, thou art vjeighed in tfje balaneest attd found tight. And 
Proverbff ch. xvi. j^, 11. ^ juji iveighi and balance are the LertCs. 

Ou£ Author has it again in the twenty (econd Iliad, and it 

appeai'd 
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Vith equal hand : In thefe explor'd the fate 

3f Greeu and Tro^^ and pois'd the mighty weight. 

Prels'd 

« 

ppcar'd fo beautiful to fuccceding Poets, that t^^fcbyhs fas 
^e arc told bv PlMnrdj cle aud. Poetis) writ a whole tragedy up- 
m this foundation, which he called Pfycho/fa/ia, or the wtigh^ 
w of fouls. In this he introduced Thetis and »^r#r« ftanding 
in either fide of jK/^/f^r's fcalcs, and praying each foi her fon 
irhile the heroes fought. 

K*» ton i'n^tu^HA 'VstJil^ irlr^n r^Kot/la, 

[t has been copied by Vi^il in the laft ^ntid. 

Jnpittr iff* dtus difi*4it9 fXditine lances 
SufitHetf 4k /(C imfonit diver ft dturum: 
Sltterndsmtut t«lf§r, & fM v*r^^ fondere Uth»m, 

I cannot agree with Madam Daeler that thefe vecfes are infe* 
tioi to Homer*s : but Msertkmt obiervcs with fomc colour, that 
the application of them is not fo juft as in out Author j foe 
Virgil had made Jmim fay before, tlvat Tttmm would certainly 
pciiOi. 

Nunc juvenem imfarihus vide& ceneumre fatisy, 
ParearumfHi d-es ^ vis inimien frtfinqunt. 

So that there was lefs reafon for weighing his fate with that 
of ^^neas after that declaration. Scaliger trifles mtferably , 
when he fays Jmo might have learn'd this fiom the fates» 
tho' Ji^piter did not know it, before he confulted them by 
weighing the fcales. But MMcrokim'a excufe in behalf of f^irgrf 
is much better worth regard : I (hall tranfcribe it entire, as it 
is perhaps the finelV period in all that author. H^c & alis i^ 
ntjcendA Virgilio^ ^ui Jindit eitca Homomm nijnietate exeedn rtuditm. 
Et re vera non foterat non in Allcjuibm minor 'videri, ^ui per emnem 
poejim fuAtn hoc uno e/i prdcifHe ufus archetypo, xArriter enim m Her 
merum oculos tntendity ut amuUretur ejus non mode magnitudinem fed 
& fimpltcitatemy ^ prsfentiam oratisnisy ir tacitam majefintem. Mine 

K ^ dtver* 
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Prefs'd with its load the Grecian balance lies. 
Low funk on earthy the Trojan ilrikes the fkies. ^ 

dtwirftftun inter hertds Juds perfnumim vatU mugni/icdtio y hinc Dee* 
rum interffitiet hinc smorks$ ftAmttfA^ hinc nffltSmitm fuUMrmlinm 
expriJIUf hinc menumcntarmm fcrfccmio^ bine psTAtftMritm exit^pr^h 
titf hinc femntis tratianis fonitHs, hinc rernm fin^mUerw» cmm film' 
d$rc fafiigium^ Sat. I. v. c. i). 

As to the afcenc ox d^icent of the fcales, EnfiMthlm explains 
It in this manner. The defcent of the fcale toward earth fig- 
nifies unhappineis and death, the earth being the place of 
misfortone and mortality s the mounting of it fignifies pro- 
fperity aod life, the fupeiioi regions being the feats of felicity 
and immortality. 

Milttn has admirably improy'd upon this fine fiftion, and 
with an alteration agreeable to a Chriftian Foet. He feigns 
that the Almighty weighed Siunn in iiich /bales, but judici- 
ottfly makes this difference, that the mounting of hts fcali 
denoted ill fuccefs 5 whereas the fame circomftanoe in Htmn 
points the vidory. His. reafon was, beranfe Ssi4u$ was immor- 
tal, and therefore the finking of his fcale could not fignify 
death, but the mounting of it did his Uibtmfs^ confoimablC 
fo the ezpicflion we juft now cited ficom D4meU 

Th* Eternal^ te prevent fitch htrrid frAj^ 
HiiUtg fifth in heaven ins golden faUes^ yetftem 
Between Aftrsa emd th* Scorpion fign : 
Wlierw^ dil things created firji he weigh*df 
The pendulous round earthy with b^Uam^d air. 
In counterpoife ^ now ponders all events. 
Battels and realms : In thefe he put twe weights^ 
Thefe<]uel ea h of parting and of fight : 
The tatter ^uiikjtp-fiew and kiciijd the beam. 

1 believe upon the whole this may with juftice be prefenM 
boih'to Hotaer^s and Virgu*s, on account of the beautiful allu- 
fion to the fign of L'hra in the heavens, and that noble ima- 
'gination of the Maker*s weighing the whole world at thecrea- 
tion» and all the events of it fince j fo cotrelpondent at once 
to philofophy, and to the (iyle of the fciiptuxes. 

Then 
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Then Jove from Ida*% top his honors fpreads; 
The clouds burft dreadful o'er the Gr»fi4» heads ; 
r Thick lightnings fia(h : the mutt'riog thunder rolls ; 
Their flrength he withers, and unmans their fouls. 

Before 

1^.93. 7%m Joye /r«M Ida*s f«^y 8cc.] This diftreft of the 
Grttkt being fappos'd, Jtifiter*s prefence was abfolotely necef- 
iary to bring them into it : fbt the infierioi Gods that weie 
friendly to Gre^e* were rather more in nnmber and faperior in 
force to thoPe that f avoui'd Tr*? $ and theFoet hadfliiew'd be- 
fore, when both armies were left to themfelves> that the 
Gre^ could overcome the Tr^^ns % befides, it wonld have 
been an indelible reflexion npon his countrymen to have been 
Tanquifli*dby a fmallei number. Therefore norhine leis than 
the immediate interpofition of Juftter was requiute, which 
(hews the wonderful addrefs of the Poet in his machiACiy. 
Virffl makes Tnmm fay in the lad t/£ntid^ 



> Dii me Urtem & Jupittr Iffiis. 



And indeed this defeat of the Grr^i^ feems more to their glo- 
ry than all their viftories, fince even Jufitti^% omnipotence 
could with difficulty tStOt it. 

^ f. 9$. Thick lightnings fla/b.] This notion of jHpiter*8 decla- 
ring againft the Grtih by thunder and lightning* is drawn 
((zys Dacier) from truth itfelf: iSsm, r/j.vii. v/4»idj Samuel 
tU4# •fftring up the hernt~§fferingy the Philiftinet drew near te kaf^ 
telagainjiiii^el: But the Lerd thiender'd with s great thunder en 
that day uptm the Fhiliftines* and diffmfited them^ and thty were 
fmitten heftre Ifraci. Tft which may be added that in the xviii. 
Pfalm. The Lerd thundered in the heavens, and the Highe/i gave hit 
voice i hailji^nes and ceais of fire. Tea, he fent out his arrows and 
ftattered them\ he fleet out ligfn*nings and difcomfited them. 

Upon occaiion of the various (ucceifes given hy Jupiter, now 
to Grecians, now to Trojans, whom hc fulfers to perifh inter- 
changeably i fome have fanfy'd this fuppolitton injurious to 
the nature of the fovereign beine, as repiefenting him varia- 
ble or inconftant in his rewards and nunifliments. It may 
be anfwcs'dy that as God makes ufe of lomc people to chaftire 
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Before his wrath the trembling hofts retire ; 
The God in terrors, and the fkies on. fire. ; 
Nor great IdamentHs that fight could bear, 
^Nor each ftcrn Ajax^ thunderbolts of war : 



othexs ; and none aie totally yoid of crimes, he often decrees 
to paniffi tbofe very perfobs for Ic'flex fins, whom he- makes 
his inftruments to punifli others for greater : (b purging them 
fioBi their own iniquities before they become worthy to be 
chaftifcrs of other men's. This is the cafe of the Ortek^ heie» 
whom fupitir permits to fuffet many ways, rho' he had de- 
ftin*d them to revenge the rape of Ht/ra upon Trcj. There is 
a hiftory in the Bible juft of this nature. In the 20'^ chapter 
of jMi^es, the ifraeiites are commanded to make war agaioft 
the tribe of Btnjamin^ to punifli a tape on the wife of a Ltintt 
^ommitred in the city of Cthtdh: When they have laid fiege 
to the place, the BtnjMnita Tally upon them with (b much vi- 
gour, that a g'.e^t number of the befiegers are deftroyed: 
They are aftonifliM at the(e defeats, as having undertaken the 
ilege in obedience to the command of God : But they are ftill 
order'd to perfift.till at length they burn the city, and almoft 
cxtinguiih the race of Benjamin, There axe many inftanees in 
Iciipture, when heaven is reprefcnted to change its decrees 
according to the repentance or relapfes of men: HnjcbtM is 
-ordei'd to prepare fx>r death, and afterwards fifteen years are 
added to his life. It is foietold to ^chat^ that he (hall pcrifli 
niifciably, and then upon hh humiliation God defers the pu- 
niihmcnt till the reign of his ru;ccflbr, &£. 

1 muft coiifefs, that in compaiing palTages of the fac'cd 
tooks with our Author, one ought to ufe a great deal of cau- 
tion and ref^c^^. If there are lome places in fcripture that 
in compliance to human undeiilandiog reprefent the Deity as 
a£ling by motives like thofe of men; there are infinitely 
more that Ihew him as he is, all peifeftion, juftice. and be- I 

iicficenccj wheie.^s in H9mcr the general ter.or of the pfcm j 

xeprefents jKp/rer as a being (ubjc^Ji to paflion , incqiiaJicy, 
and itnperfe^ion. I think M.Vacter has carry'd thefe con^- ' 

pariibns too far, and is too zealous to defend him upoi^ cVc' I 

ly occadgn iu the points of theology and doftuuc,, | 

. Nor 
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Nor he, the King of Men, th' alarm fuftain'd; 

Ke^or alone amidft the ftorm remained. 

UnwiHing he remain'd, for Paris dart 

Had picrc'd his courfer in a mortal part; 
^^Fix'd in the forehead where the fpringing mane 

Curl'd o'er the brow, it ftmig him to the braia;. 

Mad with his anguifh, he begins- to rear. 

Paw wfth his hooft aloft, and la(h the air. 

Scarce had his falchion cut the reins, and frcedl 
^^ Th' incumbcr'd chariot from the dying fteed. 

When dreadful Hediory thund'ring thro* the war^. 

Pour'd to the tumult on his whirling car. 

That day had ftretch'd beneath his matchlefi han4^ 

The hoary monarch of the P^lian band,. 

*j'But DwOTf/^ beheld; from forth the crowd: 

He rulK'd, aad on Uhj^^s call*d aloud. 

Whither^ 

i^. 115. But Diomed hihiU.\ The whole following ftbry of. 
Nejiof and Diomed is admirably. contrtrM toraiie the charafteC' 
of the latter. He maintains his intrepidity, and ventures- 
iingly to bring o£F the old hero, notwfthftahding the general 
cdnilernation. The art of Homer will appear wonderful tO' 
anyone who confiders all the circumftances of this parr, and. 
by what degrees he reconciles this fUght of. iDfonin/ to that un- 
daunted charafter. The. thunderbolt falls juft before him;, 
that is not enough ; Ne/lor advifes him to fubmit to heavens, 
this does not prevail, he cannot bear the thoughts of flight $ . 
Nejfor drives back the chariot without his confent y he is agaia 
inclined to go on till 7<<^''''' ^^ig^in ^declares againft him. Thefe* 
two heroes ace reiy axtj&illy placM together, occaufe none bat 
, K^ a.pezfoAi 
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Whither, oh whither does ifl^ffts run ? 

Oh flight unworthy great La'ertts* fon ! 

Mix*d with the vulgar fluU thy iate be found, 
^Pierc'd in the hack, a vile/ diflioneft wounds 

Oh turn and fave from Hi£hr*s direful rage 

The glory of the Greeksy the Pylian fage. 

His fruitlefs words, are loft unheard in air;. 

XJlyJJes feeks the (hips, and (belters ther^ 
If But bold Tydldes to the refcue goes, 

A fingle warrior *midft a hoft of foes; 



a per(bn of Nifi^r^s authority and wifdom could have prevait- 
cd upon Dimiid to retreat: A younger wairior could not fo 
well in honour have given him ftich counfeJ, and from no 
other would he have taken it. To caufe Diomect to fly, rcqui- 
zed both the counfcl of ATc/f^r, and the thunder of Jupiter, 

f. X2I. O turn And /«v«, 8cc.] There is a decorum in making 
Di»nud call Vlyjfts to the aiBftance of his brother fage ; for 
who better knew the importsnce of Neftor, than IJiyjf'i i But 
the queftion is, whether Vlyget did not drop Uefi^r^ as one 

Seat miaifter would do another, and fanfy'd he (honld be 
e wife man when the other was gone ? Eufiathim indeed is 
of opinion that Homer vcm^ut not to cad any afperdon on 
Vlyjfesy nor would have given him (b many noble appellations, 
when in the fame breath he reflefled upon his courage. But 
perhaps the cootcary opinion may be ill grounded, if we ob- 
icrve the manner of H»mir*$ ezprelfion. Dimmed calrd VfyJfeSf 
but Vlyfis was deaf, ht did not hour j and whereas the Poet layf 
of the reft, that they had not the hardintfs to flay, Vlyjfes is 
not only faid to>fy, but 4v«{N'f|fy, to make vioUnt hafietowzids 
the navy.. Ovid at leaft underft'ood it thus, for he puts an 
objeftion in ^jax*s month. Mot Am, i^. drawn from this paP* 
fage, which wootri have been improper, had nor Vlyps made 
more fpeed thaithe ought , iiAC€%/^;4.v oa thiC fame occailoa 
Kucaied as wcU a« hc» 

Before 
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Before the courfers with a fuddenr fpring 
He leap'd,; and anxious thus befpoke the King. 
Great perils, father, wait th' unequal fight ;> 

OThefe younger champions will opprefs thy might; 
Thy veins no more with ancient vigour glow. 
Weak is thy fervant, and thy courfers flow. 
Then hafte^ afcend my feat, and from the car 
Obfcrve the fteeds of Tn>s renown'd in war, 

f Pradis'd ahke to turn, to flop, to chace^ 
To dare the fight, or urge the rapid racet 
Thefe late obey*d JEnttis* guiding rein y 
Leave thou thy chariot to our faithful train t 
With thefe againft yon* Trojans will we go, 

[oNor (hall great He£lor want an equal foe; 
Fierce as he is, ev'n he may learn to fear 
The thirfty fury of my flying fpear* 

Thus faid the chief; and Nefior fluH^d in war. 
Approves his counfel, and afcendsthe car: 

fThe fteeds he left, their trufly fervants hold; 
Eurymedon^ and Sthenelm the bold. 

)^. I4Z. Tht thirfiy fmy §f my fyi^J^.I Umtt has flgORt 
of chat boldnefs which it if io^&le to fiefenrt'tn anflKhei 
language. The words in the onfUMl ue A&v <K«^Nr«t,He£bDt 
fii^U Jte if ^yfp*» «< m^d m my ktmds, Thit ttaoiUtiOA pte- 
tends only to haTC taken feme flyadofw of t hit» in AMBiiiiig 
the fpeai, giving k fin^t mi ftf(9gth«ili| Cbl fifiBC «im 
the epithet thirfy^ 

i Toft 
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The rev'rend charioteer dire^ the cooife. 

And drains his aged arm to la(h the horfe. 

He6lor they fecc; mnknowing how to fear, 
^ JO Fierce he drove on ; iodides whirled his fpear. 

The fpear with erring hade miftook its way. 

But plung'd in Em^feus bofom lay. 

His opening hand in death forfakes the rein; 

The deeds fly back: He falls, and fpurns the plain. 
Iff Great Hi^r forrows for his fervant kill'd, 

Yet unrevcng'd permits to prefs the fidd ; 

Till to fupply his place and rule the car, 

Rofe AnbiftoUmusj the fierce in war. 

And now had death and horror cover'd all ; 
l6ol-'ikc timorous flocks the Trojans in their wall 

Inclos'd had bled : but Jove with awful found 

RoU'd the big thunder 6*cr the vad profound : 

Full in T^dldii face the lightening flew ; 

The ground before him flam'd with fulphur blue; 

\ - The 



f. 15 9. xAni now had death, &C.] Euftathms obfecves how 
viindttMlj Hmur £dU adranc^ithe charaaer of DUmtd: 
when all tke leaders of Grtett wM retieated, the Poet fays 
that had not fit^tr imerpo&d, '^Mwe</ alone had driven the 
whole axmy c^ Tr9y to theit walls, and with his ilngle hand 
|uve yanqutfli^d an aimv. 

. #.164. ThtgrmuL kifirt kiffn JUm^d.} Hece is a battel ile- 
fciib'd with fo miich fixe, that the warmed imagtnattoji of aa 

abic 
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The quiv'ring fteeds fell proftrate at the fight; 
And Nejiors trembling hand confcfs'd his fright: 
He drop*d the reins; and iliook with facred dread, 
Thus, turning, warn*d th* intrepid Dhm§d. 

O chief! too daring in thy friend's defence, 
Retire advis'd, and urge the chariot hence. 



able painter cannot add a cfrcmnfttnce to heighten the fur- 
prize or honor of the pidure. Here i« what they call the Fr4- 
CM, or hurry and tamuit of the aftion in the utmoft ftrength 
of colouring, upon the foiegiound } and tht rtpift otfiUm- 
nity at a diitance, with great propriety and judgment. Firft, 
in the EUtgntwunt^ we behold 7'^<^'' in golden crmoar, fur- 
rounded with glory, upon the fummit of mount Ids 3 his cha- 
riot and horles by him, wrapt in dark cloadf.. In the neit 
place below the horiz.on, appear the clouds rolling and open^ 
ing, thro' which the lightningfiaflies in thefiaoe oi xht Cretins ^ 
who are flying on all (idesj ^amemnon and the reft of the 
commanders in the rear, in pofturcs of aftoniOiment. To- 
wards the middle of the piece, we (ee Ntjt^r in the utmoft di- 
ftrefs, one of his horfes having a deadly wound in the fore* 
head with a daxt, which ma]|Les him rear and writhe, and dip- 
Older the reft. Ne/ftr is cutting the harnefs with his fword, 
while H«^«r- advances driving full ipeed. Dumtd interpoick, 
in an a^ion of the utmoft £ercenels and intrepidity : Thefe 
two heroes make the principal figure tnd fiibied or the pic- 
ture. A burning thunderbolt falls juft before the feet of />i*- 
med^s horfes, from whence a horrid flame of ihlphur arifet. 

This is only a fpecimen of a iingle pidare delign'd by i/0- 
mefy out of the army with which he has beautified the Iliad. 
And indeed every thing is fo natural and fo lively, that the 
Hrftory-pa*nter would generally have no more to do, but to. 
delineate the forms, and copy the.circu/nftances, joft as he 
finds them defcribed by this great zhafter. We cannot there- 
fore wonder at what has been fo often (aid of Homtr^t fiuiu/h- 
iog Ideas to the moft famous Painten of antiquity. 

This 
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This day, avcrfe, the fov'reign of the ikies 
AffiUs great JF/e^ZtfTy and our palm denies. 
Some other fun may fee the Appier hour. 
When Gr«r# (hall conquer byJiis hcav'nly pow'r. 

lyfTis not in man his fix'd decree to move : 
The great will glory to fubmit to Jrve. 

O reverend Prince ! (Tydides thus replies) 
Thy years are awful, and thy words are wife. 

. But ah» what grief? (hould haughty Hc^F^f boaft, 

180 1 fled inglorious to the guarded coafL 

Before that dire difgrace (hall bhft my fame, 
O'erwhelm me, earth! and hide a warrior's ihame. 
To y/hom GerenianNifier thus reply *d: 
Gods ! can thy courage fear the Phrygians pride ? 

l^SHi5lor may vaunt, but who (hall heed the boaft ? 
Not thofe who felt thy arm, the Bardan hoft. 
Nor Tn^, yet bleeding in her heroes loft; 
Not ev'n a Phrygian^me^ who dreads thefword 
That lay'd in duft her lov'd, lamented lord. 

j^He faid; and hafty, o'er the gafping throng 

Drives the fwift Heeds; the chariot fmoaks along. 
The (bouts of Trojans thicken in the wind; 
The ftorm of hiifing jav'lins pours behind, 

j-i- Then 
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« 

Then with a voice that (hakes the folid ikies, 

pyPleas'd HeSior braves the warrior as he flies. 
Go, mighty hero ! grac*d above the reft 
In feats of council and the fumptuous feaft : 
Now hope no more thofe honours from thy train ; 
Go, lefs than woman, in the form of man ^ 

100 To fcale our walls, to wrap our tow 'rs inflames^ 
To lead in exile the fziv Phrygian dames». 
Thy once proud hopes>prefumptuou$ Prince ! are fled ; 
This arm (hall reach thy heart, and (betch thee dead. 
Now fears diifuade him, and now hopes invitei | 

^5* To ftop his courfersy and to ftand the fight; 
Thrice turned the chief, and thrice imperial *Jov0 
On Idas fummits thunder'd from above. 
Great He^r heard; he faw the fla(hing light, 
(The fign of conqueft) and thus urg'd the fight 

•lO Hear ev*ryrr«/4ii, Lycian, Dardan bzndf 
All fom*d in war, and dreadful hand to hand. 
Be mindful of the wreaths your arms have won, 
Your great forefathers glories, and your own. 

;j^. 194. The fhUd skits'} H»mtr fometimes calls the heavens 
hftautn^ Ov^vov mxv>«XMv, and ftffittf^t palace, ;(^«;ateC«7ic 
Tai^ One might think from hence chat the notion of the /•/»- 
dity •fthi hiAvmsf whidi is indeed very ancient, had been ger 
neiaUy xeceif^d. The fcnpture a(es ea;pidfioiif agcccable ta 
it> w4 hnkVfn •/ Ms^ and tks firmanuMr 

Heard 
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Heard ye the voice of Jove r SiKcefs and fame 
2 If Await on Troy^ on Greece eternal (ha me. 
In vain they (kulk behind their boafted* wall. 
Weak bulwarks ! dcftin'd by this af m to fall. 
High o'er their flighted trench our fteeds fliall bound. 
And pafs vi^oriouf o'er the levelled mound. 
2 20 Soon as before yon* hollow fl^ips we ftand. 

Fight each with flames, and tofs the blazing brand; 
Till their proud navy wrapt in fmoak and fires, 
All Greece^ cncompafs'd, in one blaze expires. 
# Furious he faid; then, bending o'er the yoke, 
22J'Encourag'd his proud fteeds, while thus he fpoka 
Now Xanthus^ JEthon^ Lampus! urge the chace, 

- And thou, Podargusf prove thy gen'rous race : 

Be 

1^. 21 4. Heard ji the veiee tf Jove>] It was a noble and ef- 
fe^ual manner of encouraging the troops, by teilinf tfaeoi 
that God was fuiely on their iide : t" his, it feems, has been 
an ancisnt praftice, as it has been ufed in modern rimes by 

thofe who nevet read Homer. 

f, 22^. Ar«tu Xanthus, iEtbon, 8cc.] There have been Criticks 
who blame this manner, introduced by Homer and copied by 
Virgily of making a hero addrefs his difcourfe to his horfes. 
Virgil has given human fentimcnts to the horfe of PaIUs, and 
made him weep for the death of his mailer. In the tenth 
ty£neid MezjmtiHs (peaks to his horfe in the fame manner ai 
HeSfor does here. Nay, he makes Turnuj utrcr a fpeech to hil 
fpear, and invoke it as a divinity. All tiits is agreeable to 
ihe art of Oratory, which makes it a precept to.fpeak to eve- 
ry thing, and make every thing fpeak i of which there are in- 
aumerable applauded iaftaoces in the mod celebrated orators. 

Nothing 
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Be fleet, be fcarlefs, this important day. 

And all your maflers wclUrpcnt care repay. 
• 30 For this, high fed in plenteous flails ye Jland, 

Serv'd with pure whe»E, and by a Princcfs' hand; 

For this, my fpoufe of great Return's line 

So oft has fteep'd the ftrengtii'ning grain in wine. 

Now fwifl putfue, now thunder uncoiitroU'd; 
*3rGive me to feiic rich Sifior's liiieU of gold; 

From Tydtus' (Iioulders flrip the coftly load, 

VaUanian arms, the laboiu of a God: 

ThtfTe 

Kothing can be moie Tpiiited ind aflefling than this enthu' 
fiafm of HiHtr, who, \a ihe riinrpoit of his joy at ihe fight 
of Ditimd flying befotc him, bccak) out iaio ihii ipolliophe 
to hii hoires, as he ii putluiug. And indeed the aii of this 
whele fpecch is agiKible to a toia driinlc with the hopes of 
fucccfs, ind piomiline himfelf a fetics of conquefts. He bal 
in imagination alteid; forced the Gnda letieochmtnti, fst 
the fleec in flameti and deliiojcd the whole army. 

jf.iji. Fn thi, mj li>»fi.-i There is (fay* M. 0<a(rj a fe- 
ctet beauty in this paOage, which peihapi will only bepci- 
ceiv'd by tnofe who aic pailicolarly vers'd in Htmir. He de- 
Iciibes a Fiincels fo tender in her lore to het hiubiod, ihai 
fhe takes care coaflanlly to go and meel him at his tctntn 
ftom eveiy battel, and in the joy of feeing him again, luni 
to his borjes, and gives theta bread and wine as a teftimony 
c^ hci acknowledgment 10 ihnn for biiaEiag him bactc. 
Motwitbitanding the laillejy that may be palt upon this le- 
maik. I take a lady to be the beft judge to what xSt'iaai a 
woman mny be cany'd by foadnel* to bei husband. Himtr 
does nor eiptcfly mention bread, but wheat j and the com* 
tnentators are not agceed whether (he gave them wine to dliok, 
01 fteep'd the giain it. UM'i cianflitei ii 11 1 do. 

f. u7. Vutcaniin mu, thi /<i>i>r ./ t G.4] Thefe were 
the turns that Dnmti bad [cceircd fiom Cttntm, and a prize 
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Thcfe if wc gain, then Vidory, yc pow'rs ! 
This night, this glorious night, the fleet is ours^ 
240 '^h^t heard, deep anguifli flung Saturnid% foul;* 
She (hook her throne that (hook the flarry pole : 
And thus to Neptum: Thou; whofe force can mako 
The iledfaft earth from her foundations (hake, 
See*ft thou the Gretks by fates unjuft oppreft, 

245* Nor fwells thy heart in that immortal breaft i 
Yet JEgd^ Helu>, thy pow'r obey. 
And gifts unceafing on thine altars lay; 
Would all the Deities of Greece combine. 
In vain the gloomy Thund*rer might repine: 

* yo^ole fhould he fit, with fcarce a God to friend> 
And fee his Trejam to the (hades defcend : 
Such be the fcene from his Jddsn bow'r ; . 
Ungrateful profped to thje fullen power! 
Nef tune, with wrath rejefts the ra(h defign: 

Iff What rage, what madfiefs, furious Queen ! is thine? 
I war not with the Higheft. All above 
Submit and tremble at the hand of Jove. 

wonhy Heff^rt being (as we are told ia the (Iith book) ea- 
tirely of gold. I do not remembei any other place wheiethe 
(hield of N*Jl9r is celebrated by Hcmer. 

f. 246. Ttt iEg«, Hclicc.] Thefe were two ciiies of Gruet 
in which Neftunt was particulaxlv hotioured» and in each of 
which there was a temple and a ftatue of him. 

Now 



VMI. HOMERs ILIAD, tif 

V godlike He^ar, to whofe^matchlefs might 
avc the glory of thc'deftin'd fight, 
'ons on fquadrons drives, and fiUs the fields 
lofe-rang'd chariots, and with tfaickea'dihiddc 
: the deep trench in length extended lay, 
ided troops fland wedg'd in firm array, 
.dful front ! they (hake the bands, and thre^ 
long-deftroying flames the hoftile fleet. 
Ling of Men, by Juno^s felf infpir'd, 
tkro* the tents, and aU his army fir'd. 
IS he mov'd, he lifted in his hand 
irple robe, bright enfign of command* 
)n the midmoft bark the King appeared; 
, from Ulyjfes* deck, his voice was heard. 

To 

2,, Whert th* the deef trtneh,} Th«t Is to fny, the fpice . 
the ditch and the wall was filled with the men andl 
s of the Greeks: HtShr not haying yet paft the ditch* 

MS, 

;p. His purple rebej] xAgamenmen here addrefles himfelf 
eyes of the aimy i his voice mi^ht have been loft ia 
ifuflon of a retreat, but the motion of this purple robe 
lot fail of attrafting the regards oi the foldiers. His 
alfo is very remarkable 3 he firft endeavours to (hame 
ito courage, and then begs of Jupiter to giv^that coQ- 
ccefs i at leaft fo fat as not to (ufEex the whole army 
eftroyed. EujiMhims, 

o. High on the midmefi kurkt Scc] We leam ftom hencc 
lation of the fliips iiivtfjes^ .AehtUts^ zxA^Ajsx, The 
tet being the-ftrong^ hetoes of the army, were placed 
nd etthcc cod of uic fleeti a« moft obu^iv^^to \\w^ 
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To JjMx and Achilles reach'd the found, 

Whofe diftant (hips the guarded navy bound. 

Oh Argivts ! (hame of human race he cry*d, 
2.7J'(Thc hollow veflcls to his voice reply'd) 

Where now are all your glorious boafts of yore, 

Your hafty triumphs on the Lemnian (hore ? 

Each fearlefs hero dares an hundred foes. 

While the feall lalh, and while the goblet flows; 
280 But who to meet one martial man is found, 

When the fight rages, and the flames furround? 

O mighty ^ove ! oh Sire of the diftrefs'd ! 

Was ever King Uke me, like me opprefs'd ? 

With pow'r immenfe, with juftice arm'd in vain; 
285* My glory ravifli'd, and my people flain ! 

To thee my vows were breath'd from ev'ry (hore^ 
What altar fmoak'd not with our vidimsgore? 
With fat of bulls I fed the conftant fjame. 
And alk'd dellrudlion to the Tro'mn name. 
290 Now, gracious God I far humbler our demand; 1 
Give thefe at leaft to Tcape from He^ors hand, ^ 
And favc the reliques of the Grecian land I J 

incurfions or futprizcs of the enemy 5 and Vlyjfis being tht 
abletl head, was allotted the middle' place, as mote fafe aod 
convenient for the council, and that he might be the oeaier, 
if any emergency xe<^ulicd his advice. Etrfidtbrnt^ SfondMiu* 

8 * Thus 
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Thus pray'd theKing,andheav'nsgre.\t Father hcaid 
His vows, in bittemcfs of foul picfcir'd; 
5* The wrath appcas'd, by happy figns declares. 
And gives the people to their monarch's pray'rs. 
His eagle, facred bird of hcav'n ! he fci:r, 
A fawn liis talons trufs'd (diviac portent !) 

jf. 293. Thus pTAy^U tbi K^n^t 'Wi htAv^ns ^rta; Vatltrr heart.] 
It is to be obferv'd in genera)) that flower hardly ever m.ikci 
his heroes fucceed, unlets they have lirft otierM a pr;;ycrtj 
hc:ivcn Whether they engage in war, go upon an cm'iMny, 
uiid<;rrake a voyage j in a word, whatever they entcrprize, 
they alinoil always fupplicate feme Godj and whenever we 
find ch'S ominedt we may exped fome advexliry to befall 
them in i h^g Wtfe of ^^^ itoiy. 

)P". 297» ^KM|[lr, facred bird.'] Jsttier npon the pr«ycrs of 
^^aivefr.u§mvsjiili Mil omen to encourage the ijrcek>. The ap- 
pi cation ortt is obvious; The eagle li^niHcd Hechr, th- f:iwn 
denoted the feai and flight of the Uyeiks,, and be jig dropt at 
the altar of Jt*piter, fliew'd that they would be f vM by the 
protedlion of that God. The word lI*vo,w^'x*^ (fays knjia- 
ihius) has a great figuiricancy m this place. Tlv^Gy^ek- hdvii.g 
juft received this happy omen from Jupiter , were ofiering ob- 
lations to him under the title of the Father ofOm Us. 'i nt.re 
may alfo be a natural leafon for this appellation, as Jupiter 
liguified thcty£ther, which is the vehicle of all founds. 

rircf/'has a fine imitation of this palfTage, but diverfify'd 
with many more circumftances, where he makes JntHrna ihew 
a prodigy of thb like nature to encourage the LatitiSy iy£n. iz. 

NamcjHe vdam rubra fulvus Jovis ales in ^tira^ 
Litoreaj agitabat aves, turbamjre fonanttm 
^^minii ali^eri : fuOito cum ln^'frn ad uniM 
Cyittum exicUenttm pidibm rarr imprtbus unci's, 
xArrtxere animot halt : cHutlxifUt vclncres 
CtnvertH'tt clamore fnj.;m [mirabiie viJU) 
v^lhera(jue obfiurant {enms^ hofemque per aurdt 
Fail a tinbe pr$miint : denec x t viSus <*r ipft 
Pmdere defetit^ pr^dam^fc ex mjuibus ales 
Projei,f$ ftuvi; peni$0jqMt in ntihiUfu^it. 



Hi^ 
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High o*cr the wond*ring hofts he foar'd above, 

300 Who paid their vows to Panomfbdam Jtve^i 
Then let the prey before his altar fSll; 
The Greeks beheld, and tranfpoit feiz*d on aH: 
Encourag'd by the fign, the troops revive. 
And fierce on Trey with doubled fury drive. 

^Of Tydides firll, of all the Grecian force. 

O'er the broad ditch impdl'd his foaming horfe, 
Pierc'd the deep ranks, their ftrongeft battel tore. 
And dfi his javlin red widi Trejam goam 
Young AgeldHs (Phradmon was his fiiri^"] 

310 With flying courfers (hun'd his dreadj 

Strook thro' the back the Phrygian fell oppreft; 
The dart drove on, and iffu'd at his bread: 
Headlonghequits the car; his arms refound; 
His pond'rous buckler thunders on the ground. 

3 1 5* Forth rufh a tide of Greeks^ the paflage freed; 
TWAtr'fdA firft, th* Ajaces next fucceed : 
Merlonesy like Mars in arms renowned, 

And godlike Idomen, now pafs'd the mouftS; 

>^- 305. Tydides firfi,] Dhmtdy as we have befoie fVen, wis 
the laft that reiieated from the thunder oiJufittr\ he is now 
the firft that teturns to the battel. It is woith while to obferve 
the behaviour of the hero upon this occaiion : He retieats 
with the utmoft reludancj, and advances with the lumoft ar- 
dour, he flies with greater impatience to meet danger, than ^ 
could befoie to put himfelf ia faftty^ Etf/Utbim. 

Evam9n% 
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Evdmons fon next ilTaes to the foe, 
S^OAnd laft, young Teucer with his bended bow. 
Secure behind the T4?/4;;i(ym4;i (hield 
The fkiful archer wide furvey'd the field. 
With ev'ry (haft fome hoftile vidim flew. 
Then dofe beneath the fev'nfold orb withdrew : 
3^f The confcious infant fo, when fear alarms. 
Retires for fafcty to the mother's arms. 
Thus Ajdx guards his brother in the the field. 
Moves as he moves, and turns the fliining fliield. 
Who iirft by Tencers mortal arrows bLd? 
l^oOrfilochus ; then fell Ormtnus dead: 

The godlike L^cophon next prefs'd the plain, ■ * 
With Chromms, Ddtor, Opheleftes flain : 
Bold Hamofdon breathlefs funk to ground ; 
The bloody pile great MeUmffus crown'd. 

- .f fii. Secure behind r/r« Tclamonian /bield.'} Eufi^tUitis ob-. 
ftrves that Temer being an excellent archer^ and utjttg only 
the bow, could not wear any arms which would incumber him, 
and tender him Icls expedite in his axchery. Homer to fecure 
him from the enemy, rcprefents him as ftanding behind v^y^v's 
fliield, and Hiooting from thence. Thus the Poet gives us a 
new circumfi-ancepf a battel, and t)io* sAjax atchicves nothmg 
himself, he maintains a fupeiioiity over TMcrr: ^-ijax maybe 
Aid to kill thefe Trajam with the ariows oiTeucer, 
■ There is alio a wondeiful tendeinefs inthefimile with which 
he illuftfii^cs <hc ccueat (of Teucer behind the Shield of ^;Mr. 
Such tender cijcumfiances foftea the hor^ois of a battel, and 
diihife a ioitdSi reiemty over the foul of the reader. 

, ••;i^" JL . Hcapi 
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33J'Heaps fell .on heaps, fad trophies of his ait, 
A rr(?/Vi» ghoft. attending cvVy dart. 
Qitzt Agarmmnori' views with joyful eye 
The ranks grow thinner as his arrows fly : 
Oh youth for ever dear ! (the monarch cry'd) 

340 Thus, always thus, thy early worth be try'd; 
Thy brave example (hall retrieve our hoft. 
Thy countrey's faviour, and thy father's boafl ! 
Sprung from an alicnjs bed thy lire to grace. 
The vig'rous ofispring of a ftoU'n embrace, 

,34$' Proud of his boy, he own d the gen'rous flame. 
And the brave fon repays his ^ares with fame. 
Now heaj: a monarch's vow : If heavens high pow 
<jive me to raze Troy's long-defended tow'rs; 



)f. 337. Grea,t Agamemnon vhvjs ] Ei*/fAtht'us obfervcs tl 
Homer would here teach the duty of a General in u ^ati 
He muft obfcrvc the behaviour of his foIdicr> : He muft I 
spue the hcrOi reproach the coward, reduce tne dilordcrl 
and for the encouragement of the deietving, he muft p; 
mife rewards, that delerc in arms may not be paid with g 
ly only. 

j^. 343. Sprung from an ah en* s bed.] ^gdwimntn here, in 1 
heighth of his commendations of Tetfcer, tells him of his fj 
lious birth : This (fays Enffah/jiHi] was reckon'd no difgn 
among the ancients, nothing 'being more common than 
Kctoes of old to take rhe'i female captives to their beds ; a 
af Aich captives were then given for a reward of valou h 
A$ a nuiTtet pf glory, it cpuld be no reproach to be delcei 
ed trom'th^em. Thus Temer (fays EuftAthins) was defceiic 
ttomTeUtmtn and H$Ji9H9 the fiftex of Priam , a fern 
-^capcive. - 

Wh; 
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Tiatcver trcafures Greece for me defign. 
he next rich honorary gift be thine : 
)mc golden tripod, or diftinguifti'd car, 
^ith courfers dreadful in the ranks of war, 
r fome fair captive whom thy eyes approve, ^ 
lall recompenfe the warrior's toils with love. 
To this the chief: With praife the reft infpirc, 
or urge a foul already filled with fire. 
v^hat ftrength I have, be now in battel try'd, 
nil cv'ry fliaft in Phrygian blood be dy'd. 
ince rallying from our wall we forcM the foe* 
till aim'd at He^or have I bent my bow ; 
Light forky arrows from this hand have fled, 
^nd ei^t bold heroes by their points he dead: 
lut fure fome God denies me to deftroy 
This fury of the field, this dog of Troy, 

j^..3^4» Thisdtg tf Troy.] This is literal from the Crnk^ 
indl liave ventux'd it, as no improper czpiedion of the rage 
>f Teucer, for having been often di (appointed in his aim, 
md of his paflSon againft that enemy who had fo long pie- 
rented all the hopes of tho Grtetsns, M'iun was not fcrupuloos 
3f imitating even thefe, which the modern refiners call un- 
mannerly ftrokes> of our author, (who knew to what extrenms 
kuman pafiions m»ght proceed, and was nor aihanned to cop^ 
them.) He has put this very ex^icffion into.tbe rtK>iith of 
God himfelf, who upon beholding the,havock which Sih 
and Death made in thf woild, it moved in hli uidignatioii tQ 
ciy out, 

Set with whm iiegt theft d»it •f btU sdi 

L X 
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36y He faid, and twang'd the firing. The weapon flics 
At Hedlor^ breaft> and fings along the fkies : 
He mifs'd the mark; but pierc'd Gorgy thiols heart, 
And drench'd in royal blood the thirfty dart. 
(Fair Cafiianira, nymph of form divine, 

370 This offspring added to King Priam's line) 
As full-blown poppies overcharged with rain 
Decline the head, and drooping kiii the plain; 

So 



f.i6i. Mi mifi^J ihe Pfark^"] Thcfe words, fays Ettftatbmtt 
are very artfully infcrtcd j the reader might wonder why fo 
skillful an archer Ihould fo often mifs his mark, and it was 
ncccflary that Teucer ihonld mifs Htffor, becaufe Homer could 
not falfify the hiftory: This difficulty he removes by the in- 
tervention of ^^pplh, who wafts the arrow afide from him: 
The Foet does not tell us that this was done by the hand of 
a God, 'till the arrow of Tenetr came fo near Hefftr as to kill 
his charioteer, which made feme fuch contrivance neccflary. 

j^ 371. s^s fHtl-Uo-wn poppies.] This fimile is very beautiful, 
and exaftly rcprefents the manner of G^'^gytbton'^s death: 
There is fuch t Iwcetnefs in the comparifon, that it m^kcs us 
pity the youth's fall, and almoft feel his wound. VtrgtL has 
apply'd it to the death of EuryAlus, 

Incfut hnmeros cervix cotUpfd recumhrt: 
Pftrpureuj veluti cum fios fuuifus Avatro, 
LAngMtfiit moriens 5 tajfove papavera c*/i» 
Demi fere caput, pint id cum forte iravantur. 

This is finely improv'd by the T^om/m authori with the parti- 
culars of JH,ctfus aratro^ and UJfo coUe, But it may on the o- 
ther hand be obfcrvM in the favour of Hvmer^ that the cjr- 
cumftaiice of the*head being opprefsM and weigh'd down by 
the helnier, is fo remarkably jud, that it is a wonder Vir^d 
omitted it, and the lathet becaufe he had particularly taken 

notice 
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So finks the youth: His beauteous head, deprcfs'd 
Beneath his helmet, drops upon his breaft. 

75" Another (haft the raging archer diew; 
The other Oiaft with erring fury flew, 
{From HtBor Phocbm turn'd the flying wound) 
Yet fell not dry, or gujhiefs to the ground : 
Thy breaiy, briy c ^rchepmiemus.' it tore, 

180 And dlpp'd its feathers in no vulgar gore. 
Headlong he falls ; his hidden fall alarms 
The fteeds that ftanle at his founding arms. 
He^ir with grief his charioteer beheld, 
AU pale and breathlefs on the fanguin field. 

S^Then bids Ce&ritmes direft jhe rein. 

Quits his bright car, and ilTues on the plain,- 

notice befoie. that it was the Lilinit of Eurytlni wliich'ocfa- 
Gou'ii the. difcovcij and uufoiiUQUG dcuh of ihii joiuip 
hero and his ftiend. 

One mar make a general obfeiratioo, that Htmtr inihore 
compirifoas that bieaih* an aii of tcndemeri, ii rciy eiaO, 
and adapti ihem in vietf point to the fubjeft which he it to 
illuitcaie; But in other compacirons, vlieie he is to iarpire 
the Toul wilh lublime (eniimcnts, he gives a loofe to hti fan- 
cy, and does not legaid whethci the images cia^ly coiie- 
fpond. 1 lake the leifttn of it to be this: In the Gift, th« 
cop7 mull be like the original to caufe it to affbd us ; the 
glafs needs only to leiuin the real image 10 make ii bcauti- 
fnl : wheitaa in the otbei, a fucceSon of noble id«aa will 
cauCe the like reniimeatj in thefonli udtho'theglafilhould' 
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Dreadful he (houts: From earth a ftone he took. 
And ru(h*d on Tcucer with the lifted rock. 
•. The youth already ftrain'd the forceful yew; 

390 The fhaft already to his (houlder drew; 

The feather in his hand, juft wing'd for flight, 
Touch'd where the neck and hollow cheft unite; 
There, where the jundture knits the chanel bone, 
The furious chief difcharg*d the craggy ftone: 

395* The tendon burft beneath the ponderous blow. 
And his r^umb'd hand difmifs'd his ufele& bow* 
He fell: But A^ax his broad (hield difplay*d. 
And fcreeij'd \\% brother with .a mighty ftiade ; 
'Till great Alafioty and Mtclfiens^ bore 

400 The batter'd archer groaning to the (hore. 

Tro'j yet found grace before th* Olymfian Sire, 
He arm'd their hands, and fiU'd their breafts with fire. 
The Greeks, rcpuls'd, retreat behind their wall , 
Or in the trench on heaps confus'dly fall. 

405'Firft of the foe great He^ior march'd along. 

With terror cloath'd, and more than mortal ftrong. 



)^. 39.3. TWf, whire thijunSfure knits tht rhdfel bone.l He^or 
ftruck Teuur (it fecms) jiift abov« the articulation of the 
aon, with the (houlder j which cut the tendon, or wounded 
it (o^ that the arm loft \x& foxce : This is a tiue dcrcxiption 
of cive effeft of ilich a blow. 

As 



r 
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As the bold hound that gives the hon chace. 
With beating bofom, and with eager pace, 
Hangs on his haunch, or faftens on his heels, 

10 Guards as he turns, and circles as he wheels: 
Thus oft' tlie Grecians tum'd, but ftill they iSew; 
Thus following HeSicr ftill the hindmoft flew. 
When flying they had pafs'd the trench profound. 
And many a chief lay gafping on the ground; 

I f Before the fhips a defp'rate (land they made, 
And fir*d the troops, and called the Gods to aid. 
Fierce on his rattling chariot /fti^or came ; 
His eyes like Gorgon (hot a fangttin flasile 
That withered all their holt : Like Mai^s he ftood, 

20 Dire as the monfler, dreadful as the God ! 



f, 407. ^» the t'tld bumd tbdt ^ives iht U»m chdci.l Thi< fimile 
is the jufteft imaginable $ and gives the moft lively pi^ure 
of the niwirtucx in ^nhktk lihe Grctan* fled, aini Ht^^t' plirfued 
them, ft'ill flaughcecing the hindmoft. G*atwi. and Oppian 
have given us particular defcrlptions of thofe /ore o^ dogs, of 
prodigious ftrengch and fize, which were employM to hunt 
and tear down wild beafts. To one of thefe fierce aitimdls 
he compares Htfh., and one cannot hut obferve his care not to 
difgracehis GreitMj conntrcymenby »n unworthy compaxifont 
Ti»o* he is obliged to reprcfcnt them flying, he makes them 
fly like lyons; and as they fly, turn frequently back upon 
their puiluer^ fo that it is hard to fay if they, or he, be ia 
the greater danger. On the contrary} when any of the ^re- 
a An heroes poifue the Tvjms, it is he that is tlic lioa> ami 
the flyers axe but Iheep 01 tiembling dcec. 

L 4 TKeir 



ai5 HOMER'S ILIAD. BookVIII. 

Their flrong diftrefs the wife oijove furvey'd; 

Then penfive thus, to War's triumphant maid. 
Oh daughter of that God, whofe arm can wield 

Th* avenging bolt, and fhake the fable fliield ! 
125- Now, in this moment of herlaft defpair, 

Shall wretched Greece no more confefs our care, 

Condemn'd to fufFcr the full force of Fate, 

And drain the dregs of heavens relentlefs hate ? 

Gods ! fhall one raging hand thus level all? 
130 What numbers fell ! what nitobers yet ftiall fall f 

What Pow'r divine fliall H«fiFprs wrath aflwage? 

Still fwells the flaughter, and flill grows the rage \ 
So fpoke th* imperial-Regent of the flcies; 

To whom the Goddefs with the azure eyes : 
^5^ Long fince had He^or ftainM thefe fields with gore, 

Stretch'd by fome Argive on his native flibre: 

But He above, the Sire of heav*n withftands. 

Mocks our attempts, and flights our juft demands. 

The (lubborn God, inflexible and hard, 

^40 Forgets my fervice and deferv'd reward: 

Sav'd 

f. j^p. The fiuby$m G»i, infitxihSt 4nd hard,} It muft bc own^^ 
cdthai this fpccch of Mmerva iigainft J-fiter^ (hocks ihe Al- 
legory more than perhaps any in the poem. Unlels the Dei- 
ties may fomctimes be thought to mean no more than be- 
inj^s (hat picildcd over thofe pares of aatuie,oi thofe paflions 

and 
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Sav'd I, for this, his fav'ritc* fon diftrefs'd, * «"'- 

By ftern Eufifihtm with long labours prcfe'd ? 
He begg'd, with tears hehegg'd, in deep difmay ;- 
I (hot from heav'n, and gJtve his arm the day. 

4$* Oh had my wifdom known this dire event. 
When to grim ?lmo% gloomy gates he went j 
The triple dog had never felt his chain, .* 

Nor 5/7X been crofs'd, nor hell explored in vain.- 
Averfe to me of all his heav*n of Godsr 

fO At Thet'ii furt the partial Thund'rer nods^ 
To grace her gloomy, fierce, refenting fon, 
My hopes are frrrftrate, and^my Gretk% undone.. 
Some future day^ perhaps he.may be movM 
To catt his blue-ey*d maid his beft-belovM. 

fj* Halle, launch thy chariot, thro* yon* ranks to ride> : 
My felf will arra^ and thunder at thy fide. 
Then Goddefs ! fay,- (hall BeHar glory then, . 
(That terror of the Gr«^^^,. that Man of men) 



(Md f«culttes of theitiind. Thua 9&Vtm$ fug^s unlawful ' 
as weU as- lawful defires, To Mimn/m may be defciibcd as the 
Goddefs not only of Wifdom but of Ciaftj that is» both of 
true and falfe Wifdom^ So the moial of JlfiWt/4's fpeaking . 
xaflily.of Jmittrt may be, that the wifdi of finite beings is 
liable. to .pa^oA and iiidi^iccioo,.ai tkc comment atois ha^ 
alxcady obfcrv'd. 

mm ^ 
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When Juno"% felf, and P^Uas ftall appear, 
460 All dreadful in the criinfon walks of war ? 

What mighty Trojan then, on yonder (here, 
^ Expiripg, pale, and terrible no more. 

Shall feail the fowls, and glut the dogs with gore ? 
She c^as'd, and jfjww rein'd the ftceds with care-; 
46j'(Heav*ns awful emprefs, Saturn s other heir) 

Pallas f s^eanwhile, her various veil unbound. 

With flow'rs adorn'd, with art immortal crown'd; 

The radiant robe her facred fingers wove 

Floats in rich waves, and fprcads the court of Jove. 
470Her father's arms her mighty hmbs mvcit, 
" His cuirafs blazes on her ample breaft. 

The vig'rous pow*r the trembling car afcends ; 

Shook by her arm, the mafly jav'Iin bends; 

Huge, pond'rous, (Irong! that when her fury burns 
47^ Proud tyrants humbles, and whole hofts overturns. 



f,^6i. Wfiat mighty T loj^n tben^ on yonder fbore J] She means 
fieSer, whofe death the Poet makes her fott(tc in fuch a 
lively manner, as if the image of the hero lay bleeding be- 
fore her. This pifture is noble, and agreeable to the obfer- 
vation we formerly made of Homtr^s method of prophel'ying 
in the fpirit of poetry. 

f. 469. Floats in rich vJAves.} The Grwl^ word is xeOix^^^^* 
fours the veil on the pavement. I muft juft take notice that 
liere is a repetition of the fame beautiful veifes which the 
author had ufed iu the fifth book. 

Satur^ 
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Saturn/a lends the lafti; the courfers fly; 

Smooth. glidco the chariot thro* the liquid flcy. 

Hcav'n-gates fpontaneous open to the pow'rs; 

Heav-ns jgolden gates, 'kept by the winged Hffurs, 
\2o Commiflion'd in alternate watch they (land, ' 

The Sun's bright portals and the ikies command;. 

Clofe^ or unfold, th' eternal gates of. day, 

Bar heav'n with clouds, or roll thofe clouds away. 

The founding hinges ring, the clouds divide; 
S f Prone down thelTeep of heav'n their courfe they guide*. 

But 3^ve incensed, from Ida$ top furvey'd. 

And thus enjoin'd the many-colour'd maid. 
Thau7na»tU/ mount the winds, and ilop their car; 

Againit the Higheft who (hall wage the war? 
?o If furious yet they dare the vain debate, 

Thus have I fpoke, and what I fpake is Fate. 

Their courfers crufli'd beneath the wheels (hall lie. 

Their car in fragments fcatter'S o'er the fky ; 

My lightening thefe rebellious (hall confound, 
}j; And hurl them flaming, ieadlong to the ground, . . 

1^.477- SmtMth gUdts the.cUariftj &c.] One would armoft 
think Homci' made his Gods and GoddeiTcs defceiid from Of 
lynKus^ only to moont Ag^in, and mount only to deicend a- 
gain, he u fo icmarkably delighted with the defcriptions o| 
theii horfes, aud theii mannei of flight. Wehaveno k(« 
than three of thefe in the piefent book« ^ 

L 6 Con- 
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Condemn^ for ten revolving years to weep 
The wounds imprefs*d by burning thunder deep; 
So (hall Minerva learn to fear our ire^ 
Nor dare to combate her*S and nature's Sire; 
)oFor JunOf headftrong and imperious ftill^ 
She-ckiihs fome title to tranfgrefs our w^H. 

Swift as the wind, Ae various-colour'd'maidi 
From Ida's top her golden wings difplay'd;. 
To great O/yw/w/ftiining gate (He flies, 
jj^There meets the chariot rufiiing dbwn the Mt^r 
Retrains rtieir progrcfs from their bright abodes^ 
And fpeaks the mandate of the Sire of Gods: 

.What frenzy, Goddeflfcs! what rage can move- 
Celeftiat minds to tempt the wrath of Jover 
EODefid, obedient to his high command'; 

This is his w(>Td : and know his word (hall ftandi 
His lightening- your rebellion (hall confound; 
And. hurl ye headlong-, flaming to the ground: 

)^. 500. For Juno heddfirong and imperhus ftili, Shi claims , &c.]' 
Mujiafhim obferves hcies if a good' man does us a wrong we 
aie juftly angry at it, bur if it proceeds from a bad one, it is 
no more- than we expefted, weare nor at 9II furprized^ and 
ve bearit'wit^i patience. 

There are many fuch pafTages a» theft in Homer ^ which* 
glance obliquely -nt the fair fex j and jHfiter is here forced ta 
take upon hiinlclf the. feveic huihand, fo teach Jnn^ the duty;^ 
«f a wifie. 

Youii 
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Your horfes crufti*d beneath the wheels (hall lie^ 
t J Your caj? in fragments fcatter'd o'er the iky; 
Your felvcs condcran'd ten rolling years to weejr 
The wounds imprefs'd by burning thunder deep^ 
So (hall Minerva learn to fear his irr, 
Nor dare to combate her's and nature's fire- 
^oFor yunOf headftrong and imperious ftill> 
She claims fbm€ title to tranfgrefs his will : 
But thee what defp'rate infolence has drivn, 
To lift thy lance againft the King of Heav'n ; 
Then mounting on the pinions of the windj. 
feyShe flew; and ^uno thus her rage refign'd. 

O daughter of that God, whofe arm can wield- 
Th* avenging bolt, and fliake the dreadful (hield ! 

j^. J22. But thtewhdt defp*r4te inftUnce,} It is obfervablc that 
Homer generally makes his melTengers, divine as well as hu? 
man, very pundual in delivering their meflages in the very* 
words of the perfons who commillion'd them. Im howevet 
in the clofc of her fpccch has ventured to go beyond her in* 
ftruftions and all rules of decorum, by adding thefe expref- 
lioiis of "bitter reproach to a Goddcfs of fupcrior rank. The 
wocds of the original, ILvov dSStis, are too grofs to be lite- 
ral iy tranllated. 

f. $2$, Juno her rdge rejiffi^d'^ Homer never intended to give* 
us the pi^ure of a eood wife in the defcription of June : She 
obeys Jftpitery bat k is a forced obedience : She fubmits rather 
to the governor than to the husbaad> and' i& more afraid of 
his lightning than his commands. 

Her behaviour in this pliace is very natural to a perfon un- 
der a difappointment: She had fct her heart upon preferring' 
^cGreeiu, but failing in that point, (he aflumes.an air of in* 
41££eicfkcc. and fays, whether they live oxdieiibeis uaconcern'd.-. 
4 " Na 
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« 

No more let beings of fupcrior birth 

Contend with jf^# for this low race of earth: . 

530 rriumghapt now, now miferabl-y (lain, 
They breathe or perifli, as the fates ordain- 
But "^ovei high counfels full effcd (hall find, 
And ever conftant, ever rule mankind. 

She fpoke, and backward turn'd her fteeds of light,. 

fSf Adorn'd with manes of gold, and heav'njy bright. 
The Hours unloos'd them, panting as they Aood, 
And heap d their mangers with ambrofial food. 
There ty'd, they reft in high celeftial ftalls; 
The chariot propt againft the cryftal walls, 

j^oThe penfive Goddeffes, abaftiM, coniroul'd. 
Mix with the Gods, and fill their feats of gold. 
And now the Thund'rer meditates his flight 
From lda\ fummits to th' OlympUn height. 
Swifter than thought the wheels inflindive fly, 

5" 15" Flame thro* the vaft of air, and reach the fky. . 

f.S'^l. They breathe or peripi as the fates ordain/] The tranHtt- 
tor has turn'd this li^ie in compliance to an old cbfcrvation 
upon HoTnir, which Macfh-t^s hdi wnticn. and fcvrciiil others 
have fince fallen into : Thev fay he was fo great a fatalift as 
not To n:uch as to name the word Fortune in ali h:s woiks, 
but condanily Fate inftead of it. This rema.k rtems cuuous 
cnou:h. aud indeed docs ,\^it< with tne gen«ru»l tenor and 
dodrine cf this Poc 5 bur unluckily it Is net true the v^oii 
which rhey ha.c .»r<'lciibed being imply'd in the original of 
this jl^.^io. "Osict Tvx^* 

'Twas 



Y 
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'Twas NeptHwts charge his courfcrs to unbrace. 

And fix the car on its immortal bafe ; 

There Hood the chariot, beaming forth its rays. 

Till with a fnowy veil he fcreen'd the blaze. 
fo He, whofc ajl-confcious eyes the world behold, 

Th* eternal Thunderer, fate ihron'd in gold. 

High heav'n the footftool of his feet he makes. 

And wide beneath him, all Olympas (hakes. 

Trembling afar th* offending pow'rs app'ear'd, 
ry^ Confus'd and filent, for his frown they fear'd. 

He faw their foul,, and thus his word imparts; 

Pallas and yt^no/ fay, why heave your hearts.^ 

Soon was your battel o'er: Proud Troy retir'd 

Before your face, and in your wrath expir'd. 
60 But know, whoe'er almighty pow'r witfiftand ! 

Unmatch'd our force, unconquer'd is our hand: . 

Who (hall the Sov'reign of the (kies controul ? 

Not all the Gods that crown the ftarry pole. 

Your hearts (hall tremble, if our arms we take, 
6s '^nd each immortal nerve with horror (hake. 

j^. J47, ^nd fik the car on fts immortal haff,"] It is remarks 
by Eujfarhim that the word ^etjuo] (igniHes not only alr^rs, but 
pede/fals or Ifdjesj of ftatues, &c, I think our laugu/igc wilt 
bear this literally, tho* M Dacier durft not venture it in the 
Fremh. The folemnity w th which tlrs chariot of Ju^ner is fct 
up, bv the hands of a Go.), and coverM with a fine veil, makes 
it caly enough to imagine thai this di^n&ioa alfo might be 
Ibewa it* For 
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For thus I fpeaky and what I fpeak (hall Hand; 
What pow*r foe'er provokes our lifted hand^ 
On this our hill no more (hall hold his placcj 
Cut ofF, and exiled from th* xtliereal race: 
}70 Jtm6 and Pallas grieving hear the doom-. 
But feafV their fouls on lllon*s woes to come. 



1^. 570. JuflO 4Ni Pallas.] Ia the beginning of this book 
Jutf was filcnt, and Mmtrvn reply'd : Here, fays Eufiathins^ 
H*mtr makes Jttn* reply with gteat propriety to both theit cha- 
rafters. Mintrva lefents the ufage of Jufiter^ but the reve- 
lence fhe bears to her father) and her King, keeps hei.iilent i 
ihe has not lefs anger than Jwf^ but more teafon. Miuer' 
t'4 there fpokc with all the fubniMion and deference that wa» 
owing.from a child to a father, or ttom. a fubjeft to a Kings 
but Juno is more free with her husband, (he is angry, and lets 
him know it by the firft word (he utters. 

Juno here repeats the fame words which had been us'd by 
Mintrva to Jupittr neat the beginning of this book. What is 
there utter'd by wifdom herfelf, and approv'd by him, is here 
ipoketr by a Goddefs who (as Homer tells us at this very time) 
imprudently manifefted her paffion, and whom Jupiur anfwers 
with anger. To deal fairly, 1 cannot defend this in my Au-j 
thor, any more than fome other of his repetitions j as when 
^Jax in the fifteenth Iliad, j^. 669. ufes the fame fpeechword 
for word to encourage the Cretk^^ \fh'\ch ^^amemn on had made 
in the fifth, f.6s3. 1 think it equally- an extreme, to viudi* 
cate all the repetitions of Homer, and to excofe none. How? 
ever EHjfathhs very ingenioufly excufes this, by fayingthat the 
fame fpeeches become entirely different by the different man- 
ner of introducing them. Mtnerva addtelVd herfelf to Jupiter 
with words full of refpeft, but Jnno with terms of refentment. 
This, fays hr, (hews the eflFcft of opening our fpeeches with 
art : It prejudices the audience in our favour, and makes us 
ipeak to friends : whereas the auditor naturally denies that 
favouri which the Orator does not feem to ask *, fo that what 
he delivers, tho* it has equal merit, labouis luxjei: this difadr 
vantage, that kis JM^g^s aie h s cuonicsc. 
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Tho* fecrct anger fwell'd Minerva's brcafl-. 
The prudent Goddefs yet her wrath rcprefl:. 
But Juno, impotent of rage, reph'es. 
What haft thou faid. Oh tyrant of the fties ! 
Strength and Omnipotence inveft thy throne; 
*Tis thine to punifh ; ours to grieve alone. 
For Greece we grieve, abandoned by her fate 
To drink the dregs of thy unmeafur'd hate: 
>From fields forbidden we fubmifs refrain, 
With arms unaiding fee oxxxArgtvm ilain; 
Yet grant our counfels ftiU their breafts may move. 
Left all fhould periflb in the rage of Jtyve, 

The Goddefs thus : and thus the God replies 
r Who fwclls the clouds, and blackens all the ikies,. 
The morning fun, awak'd by loud alarms^ 
Shall fee th* almighty Thunderer in arms. 
What heaps of utf/jiwi^then (hall load the plain, 
Thofe radiant eyes (hall view, and view in vain, 
\ Nor (hall great He5ior ceafe the rage of fight. 
The navy flaming, and thy Gr^^^f in flight, 

f, 5po. N^r Jhall gngt HeAoi cemfe.^ Hcrc, fays Eufldthiuf^ 
the Poet prepares the reader for what is to (iicceed : he gtyes 
us the outlines of his piece, which he is to fill up in the pro- 
grefs of the poem. This is fo far from cloying the reader's 
appetite, that it raifes it, and makes him defixous to fee the 
pi&ure diawa in its fiill length. 

EVn 
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Ev'n till the day, when certain £%tes ordain 

That ^crn AchilUs (his Patreclns ^ain) 

Shall rife in vengeance, and lay wafte the plain. 
S9S For fuch is Fate, nor can'ft thou turn its courfc 

With all thy rage, with all thy rebel force. 

Fly, if thou wilt, to eanh's remotcft bound. 

Where on her utmoft verge the feas refound; 

Where curs'd IHpitHs and Saturn dwell, 
600 Fafl by the brink, within the lleams of hell) 

No fun e'er gilds ^he gloomy horrors there* 

NO' chearful gales refi e(h the lazy air : 

There arm once mpr^ the bold litamsft band; 

And arm in vain, for what I will, (hall Hand, 
60s Now deep in Ocean funk the lamp of light, 
^ And drew behind the cloudy veil of night: 

The conquering Troy^w mourn his beams decayed; 

ThQ Qreeks rejoicing blcfs thfi/acndJy ihadc. 
' The vidtors keep tlie field; and He^or calls 

610 A martial council near the navy-walls : 

Thefe to ^camanders bank apart he led. 

Where thinly fcatter'd lay the heaps of dead. 

Th* affembkd chiefs, defcending on the ground. 
Attend his order, and their Prince furround. 
615* A mafTy fpcar he bore of mighty flrength. 

Of full ten cubits was the lance's length; The 
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The point was brafs, refulgent to behold, 
Fix'd to the wood with circling rings of gold; 
The noble HtSlor on this lance reclin'd, 

^io And bending forward, thus reveal'd his mind. 
Ye vahant Trojans^ with attention hear ! 
Ye DarcUn bands, and gcn'rous Aids give ear ! 
This day, we hop'd, would wrap in conquering flame ' 
Greece with her (hips, and crown our toils with fame : 

iyBut darknefs now, to fave the cowards, falls, 

And guards them trembling in their wooden walls. • 
Obey the night, and ufe her peaceful hours, 
Our fteeds to forage, and rpirefli our pow'rs. 
Strait from the town befheep and oxen fought, • 

{O And ftrength'ning bread,and gen'rous wine be brought. 
Wide o'er the field, high-blazing to th^ flty. 
Let numerous fires the abfent fun fnpply, 
The flaming piles with plenteous fuel raJfe^ ' 
Till the bright morn her purple beam diiplays : 

;j'Lefl: in the filence.and the (hades of night, 
Greece on her fable (hips attempt her flight. 

f. 52 T. Te vahant Tto]nns, Sec] Ettjhtthim obftivcs that 
HeSfor here fpeaks like a foJdier: He bears i fpear, not a 
fceptre in his hand; he harangues like a fQldjer, but like a 
viftorj he fecms to be too much plcafcd wi{h himfclf, and 
in this vein of felf-flat<ery, he ptomifes a compleat conqueft 
over the Greel^f. 

Not 
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Not unmolcftcd let the wretches gain 

Their lofty decks, or fafely cleave the mam ; 

Some hoftile wound let every dart bcftow, 

640 Some lading token oii^t Phrygian foe, 

Wounds, that long hence may aflc theirfpoufes care. 
And warn their children from a Trojan wtly. 
Now thro* "the circuit of our Ili4n wall. 
Let facred heralds foutid the folemn call; 

6^S To bid the Sires with hoary honours crown'd. 
And beardlefs youths, our battlements furroun4» . 
Firm be the guard, while diftant lie our pow'rs. 
And let the matrons hang with lights the tow*rs: 
Left under covert of the midnight (hade, 

g^Q Th* infidious foe the naked town invade. . 
Suffice, to night, thefe orders to obey r 
A nobler charge fballjowie the dawning daf.' 
The Gods, I truft, (hall give to m^rs hand, . 
From thefe deteftcd foes to free the land, 

f. 648. %^nd let the fUMtrem,'] I have been more obfervint 
of the decorum of this Ime than my Author himfclf. He calJ» 
the women e^xt/Tigpei, an epithet of rc;indalous import, upon 
wliich Perphyry and thcGreek^SchoUz^ have faid but too much. 
I know no man that has yet had the impudence to tranflatc 
that remark, in regard of which it is politenefsto imitate the 
Barbarians, and fay, Grdcum eft^ non legitut. For my part, I 
leave it as a motive to fome very curious pcifons of both 
(exes to ftudy the Grr< language. 

Wha 
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Who plow'd, with fates averfe, thewat'ry way; 
For TraJMn vultures a prcdeflin'd prey. 
Our common fafety mud be now the care ; 
But foon as morning paints the fields of air, 
Sheath'd in bright arms let ev'ry troop engage, 
po And the fir'd fleet behold the battel rage. 
- Then, then fcallH^^pr and ry^;^« prove, 
Whofe fates are heavieft in the fcale of Jove. 
To morrow's light (oh hafte the glorious morn !) 
Shall fee his bloody fpoils in triumph born, 
6 J With this keen jav'lin (hall his bread be gor*d. 
And proftrate heroes bleed around their lord. 
Certain as this ! oh might my days endure, 
From age inglorious, and black death fccure; 
So might my life and glory know no bound, 
O L.\kc Pallas worfliip*d, like the Sun renown'd ! 
As the next dawn, the laft they (hall enjoy, 
Shall crufti the Greeks, and end the woes of Troy. 
The leader fpoke. From all his hofts around 
Shouts of applaufe along the (hores refound. 
^eyfEach from the yoke the fmoaking fteeds unty'd, 
And fix*d their headftalls to his chariot-fide. 
Fat (heep and oxen from the town are led. 
With gen'rous wine, and all-fuftaining bread. 
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Full hecatombs lay burning on the (hore; 
680 The winds to heaven the curhng vapours bore. 

Ungrateful oflf'iing to th* immortal powers 1 

Whofe wrath h\irig heavy o'er the Trojan tow*rs ; 

Nor Priam nor his fons obtained their grace ; 

Proud Tro'j they hated, and her guilty race. 
68^ The troops exulting fate in order round. 

And beaming fires illumin'd all the ground. 

As when the Moon, refulgent lamp of night; 

O'er heav'ns clear azure fpreads her facred light,; 

When not a breath difturbs the deep ferene, 
690 And not a cloud o'ercafts the folemn fcene; 



f. 679. FiiU hecAtombs. Scc] The fix lines that follow be- 
ing a tr.inflation of four in the original, are adced from the 
authority oi Plato in Mr. Barnes his edition : That author cites 
them in his (^cor\A. ^Inbiadrs. There is no doubt of their be- 
ing genuine, hut the qufftion is only whether they are rightly 
placed here? I (hall not pretend to decide upon a point which 
will doubtlefs be the Ipeculation of future Criticks. 

f 687. .'^' luhen the moon, &c.] This compaiifon is infe- 
rior to none in Homer, It is the moft beautiful night piece 
thar can be found in poeiry. He prcfentsyou with a profpe^ 
of the heavens, the (c-^s, and the eaith: The ftars fliine the - 
air is ferene, the world enlightncd, and the moon mounted 
in gl ly. tHfiathtus remarks that 0iH\buj does not figniry the 
mt>on at full, for then the light of the ftars is diminifh'd or 
loft n 'he greater hrightnefs of tiie moon. And others cot- 
reft the word p. ct ///*.', lo p^'-n tlujy for zaetnluj, but this criti- 
cifm is forced and I (<:t no neccflity why the moon may not 
be faid to bcbiigiit, iho' it is not in the full. A Poet is noc 
obliged to (pc;)kwith the exaftnefs of Phiiofophy, but with the 
liberty of Poetry. 

Around 
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Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 
And'ftars unnumbered gild the glowing pole. 
O'er the dark trees a yellower verdure flicd. 
And tip with filvcr^vVy mountafn's head; 
^5 Then fliinc the vales, the rocks in profped rife, 
A flood of glory burfts from al! the ikies: 
The confcious fvvains, rejoicing in the fi^ht. 
Eye the b]u ' vaiilt, and blefs tiiC ufcful light. 
So m.iny flames before proud llion blaze. 
And lighten ^VvA\m* I'ingXiw fhj^s with thtir rays: 
The long reflexions of the diftant fires 
Gleam on the walls, and tremble on the fpires. 
A thoufand piles the duflcy horrors gild, 
L ' And flioot a (hady luftre o'er the field. Full 

j?^. 70}. ^ thoufand p'lfs.'] Homer in his catalogue of the 
Crcian Ihips, tho' hc docs not recount expreffly the number of 
theO' eek,s^ has given fomc hints from whence the fi-m of theix 
army may be colle&ed But in the fame book where he gives 
an account of the Trojan aimy, and relates the names of the 
lead .^is and nations of the auxiliaries, he favs notinng i^y which 
we may infer the numtei of the army of the beiieged To 
ilif'ply therefore that omi0ion, he has taken occaliou by this 
p-ece of oetical atithmctick to inform his reader, that the 
Troian army amounted to 50000. That the alHilant nations aie 
to be included herein, appears from wnat /> /.^ fays in /.x. that 
(he auxiliaries were encamped that night with thcTrcjans. 

Tht^ paflkge gives me occalion to animadvert upon a miftake 
of a modern writer, and another of my own. The ^l/beTeraf- 
fan, in a latetreatife ^g-Ain^Homer^ is under a grievous error, 
in faying that all the forces of Troy and the auxiliaries can- 
not be icafona^ly fuppos'd from thmer to be above ten iho 
fandmen. He had entirely ovcrlook'd this place, wh>»«^ 
there were a chou^d fixes, and fifty xnca at each o 
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